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Name: 

Kevin Sawicki

Email: 

kevinsaw@gmail.com

Zip: 

96814

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 11:55 AM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii. Studio facilities attract large feature films and television 

shows that bring hundreds of millions of dollars to the economy and in City/State tax revenue. Let's all continue to support facilities 

like Point Panic Production's Film Studio to continue to grow this industry throughout the Hawaiian Islands. 

 

The film industry was the first industry to thrive in Hawaii in the height of Covid-- far before the tourism industry was back up and 

running. The city should continue to support film in every way possible. This revitalized facility has brought over $100 million each 

year for the past 2 years to the City, State and local economy. Examples are: 

- Providing high-paying and creative jobs for locals 

- Immense tax revenue for the City & Sate 

- Supporting local businesses -- both related to film and not.

Name: 

Stasia Jost

Email: 

sdroze@hotmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 12:42 PM

Testimony: 

As a member of the film industry in Hawai’i, I strongly support Point Panic. We need more film facilities in Hawai’i to continue 

bringing income from the entertainment industry to our state.

Name: 

Brian Breithaupt

Email: 

brian@procamrentals.com

Zip: 

96913

Representing: 

Pro-Cam Hawaii Inc

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 12:58 PM

Testimony: 

My name  is Brian Breithaupt and I am the President of Pro-Cam Rentals Hawaii. We are a specialty equipment rental company 

based in Honolulu. Our company relies solely on revenues generated by productions shooting in Hawaii. Facilities like Point Panic 

are critical to the infrastructure of the motion picture business on Oahu and necessary to continue drawing the attention of 

Producers from the mainland who consider the challenges vs rewards of bring their productions  to shoot in Hawaii. Point Panics 

open space, on site production offices, and updated modern stages, combined with its close proximity to Waikiki, and it’s many 

lodging and services available  to cast and crew members, give  productions a convenient and cost saving option all while 

stimulating our local economy. 

Stage space is already very limited and we cannot afford to lose Point Panic. 

Our company,, our staff of skilled technicians, and the overall production industry in Hawaii will suffer greatly if it is lost. Our hope 

is that Point Panic will be allowed to continue serving our business, our crews, and Hawaii.

Name: 

Koki Nishitani

Email: 

koki@magicislandpro.com

Zip: 

96815-2422

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 01:00 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to grow the local film industry.

Name: 

Michael Higa

Email: 

mhiga@magicislandpro.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 01:00 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to grow the local film industry. The film industry was the first 



industry to thrive in Hawaii in the height of Covid-- far before the tourism industry was back up and running. The city should 

continue to support film in every way possible. This revitalized facility has brought over $100 million each year for the past 2 years 

to the City, State and local economy. Examples are: 

- Providing high-paying and creative jobs for locals 

- Immense tax revenue for the City & Sate 

- Supporting local businesses -- both related to film and not.

Name: 

Koki Nishitani

Email: 

koki@magicislandpro.com

Zip: 

96815-2422

Representing: 

Magic Island Productions,Inc.

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 01:05 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the Point Panic Productions has done to grow the local film industry.

Name: 

Nick Gruen

Email: 

Nickgruen@gmail.com

Zip: 

96762

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 01:07 PM

Testimony: 

This only helps the economy and there is a lack of space on island for this type of work! As a full time commercial photographer 

and videographer I can assure that such a space available will be used well.

Name: 

SEAN DOUGLAS HOBAN

Email: 

seanhoban@sonypicturestv.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 03:12 PM

Testimony: 

Point Panic Studios has provided a venue for television & movie productions, creating jobs & bringing in revenue to our State. 

Also cleaning up the area & having a security presence in the area helps patrol the area & subdue crime & homelessness in the 

vicinity.

Name: 

Steven Nohara

Email: 

sunnypro@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96786

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 04:32 PM

Name: 

Natsume Minegishi

Email: 

natsumemine@me.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 1, 2022 @ 08:02 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii. Studio facilities attract large feature films and television 

shows that bring hundreds of millions of dollars to the economy and in City/State tax revenue. Let's all continue to support facilities 

like Point Panic Production's Film Studio to continue to grow this industry throughout the Hawaiian Islands.

Name: 

Raymond Bautista

Email: 

raymondabautista@gmail.com

Zip: 

96741

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 06:39 AM

Testimony: 

I give my full support

Name: Email: Zip: 



Tomoko Staggs tomoko@htproject.com 96744

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 06:53 AM

Testimony: 

I support

Name: 

Fabio Bylaardt

Email: 

fabio.bylaardt@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 06:58 AM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii. Studio facilities attract large feature films and television 

shows that bring hundreds of millions of dollars to the economy and in City/State tax revenue. Let's all continue to support facilities 

like Point Panic Production's Film Studio to continue to grow this industry throughout the Hawaiian Islands.

Name: 

Ric Noyle

Email: 

ric@ricnoyle.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 09:48 AM

Name: 

Abraham Williams

Email: 

abrahamwilliamsdp@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 10:28 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha, 

I strongly support Point Panic Production's work in expanding the facilities of our state to support a more robust filmmaking 

community and increased filmmaking infrastructure. Studios like Point Panic Productions bring millions of dollars into our 

economy, as well as create needed job opportunities to those of us who make a living in the film and television community. Any 

damage to their efforts will be a loss to the state and those of us who live and work in it. 

 

Best, 

Abraham

Name: 

FAIRAI RICHMOND

Email: 

fbrfilms1@gmail.com

Zip: 

96815-4449

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 12:26 PM

Testimony: 

This studio has provided so many jobs in our state.  I feed my family of 4 with the money I make from working at this studio space. 

I have worked here for many years.  I worked on Murder Mystery 2 with Adam Sandler and Jennifer Anniston, they were so 

impressed with the studio space and lot area that Adam himself requested that we shoot more there.  I remember when that 

building was a haven for homeless people and drug addicts when we shot Hawaii Five-0 there in Season 1.  Today it has been 

transformed into a beautiful workspace that people feel safe and comfortable in.  There aren't many studio spaces in the state of 

Hawaii.  This studio invites shows to come here and keeps our state more competitive.  Please pass this bill so that we can keep 

this studio space running so that we can continue to feed our families, live and thrive here in the islands.  Mahalo and Aloha!

Name: 

GRACE ATKINS

Email: 

moanaprods@aol.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Moana Productions, Inc.

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 03:20 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 



for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii. Studio facilities attract large feature films and television 

shows that bring hundreds of millions of dollars to the economy and in City/State tax revenue. Let's all continue to support facilities 

like Point Panic Production's Film Studio to continue to grow this industry throughout the Hawaiian Islands.

Name: 

Kohta Nishitani

Email: 

kohta.nishitani@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 07:35 PM

Testimony: 

Point Panic Productions has provided many film production jobs to the local freelancers and the community. They also support 

many local businesses and they deserve our support.

Name: 

Christine Ohashi

Email: 

cnohashi@hotmail.com

Zip: 

96789

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 09:01 PM

Testimony: 

Please know that I strongly support the work of Point Panic Productions. The Company took an abandoned building and 

refurbished it for film industry use and helped clean up the area. This revitalized facility has brought millions of dollars each year 

for the past 2 years to the City, State and local economy, e.g., thru production use, salaries and wages, meals, hotel rooms, 

products, equipment, etc. By supporting Point Panic Productions you are supporting the film industry which is an industry we must 

continue to grow here in Hawaii.

Name: 

Michael Ohashi

Email: 

ohashimj@netscape.net

Zip: 

96789

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 09:11 PM

Testimony: 

Please know that I strongly support the work of Point Panic Productions. The Company took an abandoned building and 

refurbished it for film industry use and cleaned up the homeless population there. This revitalized facility has brought millions of 

dollars each year for the past 2 years to the City, State and local economy and it benefits other industries thru meals, hotel rooms, 

products for sets, equipment rentals,etc. By supporting Point Panic Productions you are supporting the film industry which is an 

industry we must continue to grow here in Hawaii.

Name: 

Caitlin Ohashi

Email: 

caitlinohashi@gmail.com

Zip: 

96789

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 09:18 PM

Testimony: 

Please know that I strongly support the work of Point Panic Productions. I personally worked on productions in the facility and 

during Covid. This revitalized facility has brought millions of dollars each year for the past 2 years to the City, State and local 

economy and it benefits other industries thru meals, hotel rooms, products for sets, equipment rentals,etc. By supporting Point 

Panic Productions you are supporting the film industry which is an industry we must continue to grow here in Hawaii.

Name: 

Caitlin Ohashi

Email: 

caitlinohashi@gmail.com

Zip: 

96789

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 2, 2022 @ 09:21 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work of Point Panic Productions. The Company took an abandoned building and refurbished it for film 

industry use and created jobs for the local community. This revitalized facility has brought millions of dollars each year for the past 

2 years to the City, State and local economy and it benefits other industries thru meals, hotel rooms, products for sets, equipment 

rentals,etc. By supporting Point Panic Productions you are supporting the film industry which is an industry we must continue to 

grow here in Hawaii.



Name: 

Ricardo Galindez

Email: 

ric@islandfilmgroup.com

Zip: 

96701

Representing: 

Island Film Group

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 3, 2022 @ 08:16 AM

Name: 

Bruno Stempel

Email: 

hawaiispecialfx@gmail.com

Zip: 

96792

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 3, 2022 @ 05:39 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha 

I would Like to cancel my original letter I was confused and missed read the bill. I mistakenly confused Point Panic Production 

with another business. Point Panic Production Is a great asset to the film industry.  Point Panic Studio has hired local and creating 

countless jobs in the film industry.  There is such a need for a place like Point Panic Production here in Hawaii to attract 

production companies to come film in Hawaii. Production companies find Hawaii A great place to film/Great crews/unbelievable 

Locations but it’s hard for them to find proper studio space so they usually end up doing that back on the mainland, Point Panic 

Production now gives them the opportunity to stay and complete their project here in Hawaii. Filming in a proper space like Point 

Panic  Production Gives them the opportunity to complete their production extending their stay here in Hawaii. The changes that 

Point Panic Production have made to the building and surrounding area have been nothing but spectacular ! Production 

companys use to film down there’s round the building  and it was such a derelict area.  Improvements turn on old Eye sore into a 

building that provides another opportunity for members of local 665 to find employment. Point Panic Production is a huge asset to 

the film community I fully agree with The month to month agreement that Point Panic Production has with the city and County of 

Honolulu.

Name: 

Dennis Burns

Email: 

dennis@id8.org

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

ID8 Studios, a division of Bizgenics 

Foundation

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

May 3, 2022 @ 05:53 PM

Testimony: 

As a long-time member of the Honolulu film production community, I respectfully offer my support for the extension of the Point 

Panic Productions, LLC lease.  This company has revitalized an essentially abandoned warehouse and turned it into an extremely 

useful asset for the Hawaii production industry. 

 

As the founder of the Pacific Focus - 1013 Studio in Kaka'ako, and the current manager of ID8 Studios in HTDA's Entrepreneurs 

Sandbox, I have some perspective on what it takes to make a movie studio successful. 

 

Point Panic is big enough to serve the demands of large-scale film and television production, it's ideally situated and it's operated 

by industry pros.   In short, Point Panic hits the "sweet spot" for a viable production facility in Honolulu.   It's a job creator and a tax 

revenue generator. 

 

I strongly urge the Council to extend its lease. 

 

With aloha, 

Dennis Burns 

Director of Creative Services 

ID8 Studios



05/01/2022

I’m in support of the Point Panic business because of the added benefits of jobs, tax dollars for
the State and most of all the improvement for the area. They are very important to other small
businesses in the film and still photography industry.

Steven Nohara



Aloha,
I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a
dilapidated abandoned building that was unused for 30+ years into a facility to support
the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Studio facilities attract large feature films and television shows that bring hundreds of
millions of dollars to the economy and in City/State tax revenue.

Let's all continue to support facilities like Point Panic Production's Film Studio to
continue to grow this industry throughout the Hawaiian Islands.

Ric
Ric Noyle Photo Productions
808 721-4180
…………………………………..
ricnoyle.com
photoconhawaii.com
razzbonic.com



 

 
 

Honolulu City Council 
Regular Meeting 

     May 4, 2022 at 10 a.m. 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF RESOLUTIONS  22-83 and 22-87 
 

May 3, 2022 
 

From:   Roy Tjioe and Ricardo Galindez 
  Island Film Group 
  99-1245 Halawa Valley St. 
  Aiea, HI 96701 
 
Aloha Chair Waters, Vice Chair Kia`aina and Members of the Council: 
 
 I.  Company Background 

 
Island Film Group (“IFG”) is a locally owned and operated film and television production 
company. The principals of IFG began working in Hawaii’s film and television industry in 2001 as 
partners at the law firm of Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel, where they represented studios, 
filmmakers and independent production companies.  Since its formation in 2007, IFG has 
produced well over 100 feature films, television movies and national/international commercials, 
more than any other local production company, and operates a 7,500 sf film and television 
production facility in Halawa Valley. IFG is currently preparing to shoot its third Hallmark movie 
this year. 
 
 II. History 
 
The lack of affordable parking and warehouse facilities has put the Hawaii film and television 
industry at an economic disadvantage over other filming locations, both domestic and 
international. While the State of Hawaii has subsidized a number of facilities (Diamond Head 
Studios, Kalaeloa/Barbers Point and UH West Oahu), the use of City property in Kaka`ako for 



parking and production support serves a critical need for the large number of productions that 
take place between downtown Honolulu and Waikiki. 
 
 III.  Resolutions 22-83 and 22-87 should be passed provided that the City puts the 
properties through the RFP Process  
 
While the City’s RFB process in 2021 did not result in the signing of a long-term lease of the 
properties, an RFP process would allow for more equitable, creative and expansive uses of the 
properties, benefitting the City, its residents and the local film and television industry. 

 
Me ke aloha, 

 
 

 
Roy Tjioe and Ricardo Galindez   
Co-Founders       
Island Film Group      
Honolulu, Hawaii      
 
 


