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Aloha Chair Water and Members of the City Council,

As a life long resident and native Hawaiian, | urge you to pass Bill 11 on third reading. | submitted testimony earlier in April

outlining the reasons | support this.

We must do all that we can to ensure that our beautiful native language flourishes as language is life.

Mabhalo nui loa,

Shar Chun-Lum




Kamehameha Schools®

City and County of Honolulu
City Council

Time: 10:00 a.m.
Date: May 4, 2022
Where: City Council Chamber

TESTIMONY
By Kau‘i Burgess
Director of Community & Government Relations

RE: Bill 11 (2022), Relating to Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai‘i

Aloha e ka Luna Ho‘omalu Waters, ka Hope Luna Ho‘omalu Kia‘aina, a me na Lala o ka ‘Aha o
ke Kiilanakauhale a me ke Kalana o Honolulu.

Kamehameha Schools SUPPORTS Bill 11, designating the month of February as “Mahina
‘Olelo Hawai‘i.”

‘Olelo Hawai‘i is the language of our home. After generations of cultural oppression following
the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom, the foresight, leadership, and diligent work of
honorable organizations and individuals have brought ‘Olelo Hawai‘i back from the brink of
extinction. Today, ‘Olelo Hawai‘i is being used and celebrated in government, education, and
commerce alike by speakers across the pae ‘aina.

This work is nowhere near complete, however. The renormalization of Hawaiian Language in
all aspects of life in Hawai‘i is necessary to enable Native Hawaiians and the larger community
to gain a deeper understanding of Hawai‘i’s history and cultural practices, and unveil over a
millennia of place-based, ancestral knowledge that continues to guide innovative solutions to
modern problems.

Kamehameha Schools is striving to be a leader on this path to renormalization by requiring all
employees and students to take ‘Olelo Hawai‘i courses. Kamehameha Schools is also pleased to
provide support for Native Hawaiian charter and immersion schools, which provide critical
Hawaiian language programs for our broader community.

For these reasons, we support this bill to increase awareness and create greater opportunities
across O‘ahu to celebrate ‘Olelo Hawai‘i.

Founded in 1887, Kamehameha Schools is an educational organization striving to restore our
people through education and advance a thriving Lahui where all Native Hawaiians are
successful, grounded in traditional values, and leading in the local and global communities. We
believe that community success is individual success, Hawaiian culture-based education leads to
academic success and local leadership drives global leadership. Hanai i ke keiki, ola ka lahui.
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Bill 11 — Relating to Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai'i
Wednesday, May 4, 2022, 10:00am, via Videoconference

The Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) STRONGLY SUPPORTS Bill 11,

which would designate the month of February as “’Olelo Hawai'i Month.” This bill
represents a significant step towards furthering the normalization of ‘Olelo Hawai'i, the

native language of these islands and an official language of the State of Hawai'i.

The Hawaiian language community has long considered February “Hawaiian Language
Month,” and has successfully advocated for gubernatorial proclamations designating
February 1994, 1995 and 2013 as Hawaiian Language Month. In 2013, Act 28 permanently
designated February as “Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai‘i.” Since then, there has been an explosion
of Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai'i events and activities celebrating and promoting the use of the

Hawaiian language. The City Council’s efforts with Bill 11 will build on this momentum

and help to increase the use of and interest in ‘Olelo Hawai'i.

Bill 11 also represents another critical contribution to the perpetuation of the Hawaiian
language. For nearly a century beginning in 1846, laws in Hawai'i were required to be
published in both Hawaiian and English. In 1943, a law was enacted to end this dual
language requirement, essentially serving as the death knell for the formal use of ‘Olelo
Hawai'i in government. Combined with the 1896 law that effectively banned the use of
‘Olelo Hawai'i in schools, the erasure of the Hawaiian language from government and
education pushed the language to near extinction. By 1980, fewer than 50 children under

the age of 18 could speak Hawaiian.
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The Hawaiian Language Revitalization Movement saved the language largely through re-
introducing ‘Olelo Hawai'i into schools — at the university level through Hawaiian language
courses and degrees, in public schools through the Hawaiian Language Immersion

Program, and in preschools through ‘Aha Pinana Leo.

But the return of ‘Olelo Hawai'i to government has been much slower. In 1978, the Hawai'i
State Constitution was amended to name the Hawaiian language as an official language
of the state, along with English. Furthermore, State and City laws have been enacted to
encourage proper spelling of Hawaiian words through the use of kahakdé and ‘okina.
However, Act 28 in 2013 may be the only state law written in ‘Olelo Hawai'i since 1943.
Bill 11, which is written in Hawaiian, is incredibly significant because it further normalizes

‘Olelo Hawai'i in government spaces and actions.

We extend our deep appreciation to Chair Tommy Waters for introducing this measure.
We understand that Bill 11, if enacted, may be the first City and County of Honolulu
ordinance to ever be written in ‘Olelo Hawai'i. If true, Bill 11 is landmark legislation. We
hope that the Council’s efforts will pave the way for further ordinances to be published in

the Hawaiian language.

In closing, the Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement urges the Honolulu City Council
to PASS Bill 11 to perpetuate ‘Olelo Hawai'i. Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to provide

testimony.

Respectfully,

J. Khio Lewis, CEO
Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement
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