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HONOLULU. HAWAII

RESOLUTION

URGING THE STATE OF HAWAI’I DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND
CONSUMER AFFAIRS TO EXPEDITIOUSLY AMEND ITS ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
TO FACILITATE THE USE OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES AND STAMPS ON
PROJECT PLAN SUBMISSIONS.

WHEREAS, the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (“DCCA”) of the
State of Hawaii (“State”) is mandated by law to protect the interests of consumers
throughout the State by setting standards and enforcing all laws and rules governing the
licensing and operation of, and by registering and supervising the persons conducting or
practicing, trades, businesses, and professions in the State; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to this mandate, the DCCA, through its Board of
Professional Engineers, Architects, and Landscape Architects, oversees the licensing
and regulation of Professional Engineers, Architects, and Landscape Architects under
Chapter 464 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (“[-IRS”) and under its implementing rules,
Hawaii Administrative Rules (“HAR”) Chapter 16-115; and

WHEREAS. HAR Section 16-1 15-1 states that HAR Chapter 16-115 “is intended
to clarify and implement [HRS Chapter 4641, to the end that the provisions thereunder
may be best effectuated and the public interest most effectively served”; and

WHEREAS, HAR Section 16-115-9(a) provides, in relevant part, that:

All plans, specifications, maps, reports, surveys, descriptions, and every
sheet in a set of design drawings prepared by or under the supervision of
a licensed professional engineer, architect, land surveyor, or landscape
architect shall be stamped with the licensee’s authorized seal or stamp
when filed with public officials. Below the seal or stamp, the
authentication shall state ‘This work was prepared by me or under my
supervision,’ be signed by the licensee, and state the expiration date of
the license . . . [Emphasis added.); and

WHEREAS, HAR Section 16-115-9(e) provides that “[a]ll signatures required
under [HAR Section 16-115-9] shall be original. The use of rubber signature stamps, or
computer-generated or other facsimile signatures is prohibited.”; and

WHEREAS, it is the understanding of the City Council (“Council”) that pursuant
to HAR Section 16-115-9, the Department of Planning and Permitting (“DPP”) requires
original signatures (also referred to as “wet” signatures) and stamps on all sets of
project plans submitted for review to the DPP by licensed engineers or architects; and
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WHEREAS, DPP noted in its public testimony on Resolution 22-38 (requesting
the City Administration to update the Council on its discussions with the DCCA
regarding the use of electronic signatures and stamps on project plan submissions)
before the Council’s Committee on Zoning and Planning on April 21, 2022, that the DPP
had sent a formal letter to the DCCA on March 1, 2022 requesting an amendment to
HAR Section 16-115-9(e) to address this issue; and

WHEREAS, the DPP noted that the DCCA rejected DPP’s formal request
because amendments to HAR Section 16-115-9(e) were already in process, but the
DCCA did not provide DPP with a timeline for its completion of the proposed HAR
amendments; and

WHEREAS, allowing only original/wet signatures and stamps on all project plans
and copies thereof submitted to the DPP for its review and approval is time consuming
and cumbersome when such plans are voluminous and multiple copies are required:
and

WHEREAS, the Council believes that notwithstanding the requirements of HAR
Section 16-115-9, the use of electronic versions of signatures and stamps on project
plan submissions to the DPP by licensed engineers or architects, if such signatures and
stamps are appropriately verified and authenticated, would facilitate time and cost
efficiencies for the DPP, the licensed engineers or architects, and their clients, and is in
the best interest of the people of the City and County of Honolulu; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it urges
the State of Hawaii Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs to expeditiously
amend the Hawaii Administrative Rules to facilitate the use of electronic signatures or
stamps, in lieu of original/wet signatures, on project plan submissions by licensed
surveyors, architects, landscape architects, and engineers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State of Hawaii Department of Commerce
and Consumer Affairs is further urged to provide the Council with a timeline regarding
any pending amendment of the Hawaii Administrative Rules currently being considered
or processed to facilitate the use of electronic signatures and stamps, in lieu of
original/wet signatures and stamps, on project plan submissions; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
State Director of Commerce and Consumer Affairs, the Mayor, the Managing Director,
and the Director of Planning and Permitting.

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

ODU

4PR2! 2022
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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URGING THE STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS TO EXPEDITIOUSLY
AMEND ITS ADMINISTRATIVE RULES TO FACILiTATE THE USE OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES AND STAMPS ON
PROJECT PLAN SUBMISSIONS.

Voting Legend: * = Aye w/Reservations

04/28/22 INTRO Introduced.

05104/22 CCL Adopted.

9 AYES: CORDERO, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KIA’AINA, SAY, TSUNEYOSHI, TULBA,
TUPOLA WATERS

Thereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the$’ and County of Honolulu on this
RESOLUTION.

a,c—

Introduced: 04/28/22 By: TOMMY WATERS

Title:

Committee: COUNCIL (CCL)

RESOLUTION 22-107

CITY CLERK TOMMY WATEHAIR AND PRESIDING OFFICER


