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Testimony 

My name is Jamie Tanimoto, I’m a commissioner for the Clean Water and Natural 
Lands Fund. Mahalo nui for this opportunity to offer testimony. I would like to express 
my support of Resolution 22-79, where language changes are being proposed to the 
Clean Water and Natural Lands charter to allow a small portion of the fund to be used 
for infrastructure, which is an allowance already established in analogous conservation 
funds in the other counties in Hawaii. The fund may currently be used to purchase land 
or easements for the purpose of conservation, to protect our environment, watersheds, 
cultural access, and open spaces. Sometimes the land being purchased needs 
remediation or perhaps a bathroom or sidewalks to allow people to access and enjoy 
these conservation areas. For example, the City acquired a small parcel near the Pearl 
City Bike Path through the Clean Water and Natural Lands Fund, but the Department of 
Parks and Recreation didn’t have the budget to make the parcel usable. We seek to 
change this and open opportunities to give our community clean water and lands and 
access to open spaces. 
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