REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY

VYoting Members:
Carol Fukunaga, Chair; Andria Tupola, Vice-Chair;
Brandon J.C. Elefante, Heidi Tsuneyoshi

Committee Meeting Held
April 20, 2022

Honorable Tommy Waters
Council Chair, City Council
City and County of Honolulu

Mr. Chair;

Your Committee on Public Infrastructure and Technology, which considered
Resolution 22-94 entitled:

‘RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE AN
UPDATE TO RESOLUTION 21-77, CD1, WHICH REQUESTED THE CITY
ADMINISTRATION TO DEVELOP A STREAM MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE FOR
CITY-OWNED STREAMS AND NON-STREAM DRAINAGE
INFRASTRUCTURE,”

introduced on April 13, 2022, reports as follows:

The purpose of the Resolution is to request that the City Administration provide an
update on City responses to Resolution 21-77, CD1, which requested the City
Administration to develop a stream maintenance schedule for City-owned streams and
non-stream City drainage infrastructure.

Dawn Szewczyk, Director and Chief Engineer from the Department of Facility
Maintenance testified that the department is short-staffed and they are working with Dept.
of Human Resources and Honolulu Board of Water Supply to obtain greater flexibility in
filling and re-activating positions to fulfill their Stream Maintenance Schedule.
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Your Committee received no oral testimony and one written testimony from North
Shore Neighborhood Board #27 in support of the Resolution.

Your Committee notes the following recommendations from committee members:
Councilmember Tsuneyoshi suggested that DFM send a department representative to
attend Neighborhood Board meetings, in addition to the Mayor's representative.
Committee Vice-Chair Tupola asked whether there were information technology tools that
could assist the department by mapping its projects on the department’'s website.
Committee Chair Fukunaga also raised concerns as to whether fulfilling the department’s
recruitment goals would help improve the department's capacity to meet its stream
maintenance requirements. She noted that DFM statements indicating that the
department is able to maintain only 10% of its city-owned streams were of great concern
because the department is often tasked to address multiple emergency maintenance and
flooding events — all of which compound existing staffing and resource issues.

Your Committee on Public Infrastructure and Technology is in accord with the
intent and purpose of Resolution 22-94 and recommends its adoption. {Ayes: Elefante,
Fukunaga, Tsuneyoshi, Tupola - 4; Noes: None.)

Respectfully submitted,

Prwt - rbocsinn agp—

Committee Chair
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