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Mr. Chair:

Your Committee on Public Infrastructure and Technology, which considered
Resolution 21- 261 entitled:

“RESOLUTION URGING HAWAII’S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND
THE HAWAIi STATE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND FEDERAL AND STATE
LAWS RELATED TO SMALL CELL WIRELESS FACILITIES AND THEIR
DEPLOYMENT,”

Introduced on November 10, 2021, reports as follows:

The purpose of the Resolution is to urge Hawaii’s Congressional delegation to
amend the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 to limit the extent to which local
and state governments are preempted from exercising any discretion with respect to the
placement of small cell wireless facilities on behalf of their respective communities, and
to urge the State Legislature to amend Chapter 206N, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to
grant greater authority to the counties as partners in protecting the interests of residents
while pursuing Hawaii’s Broadband Strategic Plan to promote digital access and equity
for all.

Your Committee received no oral or written testimony on the Resolution at the
Committee meeting on April 20, 2022.
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However, your Committee notes that the 2018 state legislation that established
Chapter 206N, Hawaii Revised Statutes, overlooked the role that county jurisdictions
play in addressing neighborhood issues involving placement of small cell wireless
facilities, as well as supplementing the build-out of robust wireless networks to expand
wireless connectivity throughout the state.

Your Committee on Public Infrastructure and Technology is in accord with the
intent and purpose of Resolution 21-26 1 and recommends its adoption. (Ayes: Elefante,
Fukunaga, Tsuneyoshi, Tupola -4; Noes: None.)

Respectfully submitted,

Committee Chair
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