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April 14, 2022

The Honorable Tommy Waters
Chair and Presiding Officer

and Members
Honolulu City Council
530 South King Street, Room 202
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Waters and Councilmembers:

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Proposed Amendments to the East Honolulu
Sustainable Communities Plan

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on March 23, 2022, a proposed
amendment to the East Honolulu Sustainable Communities Plan (“Plan”). One public
and three written testimonies were received. The public hearing was closed on
March 23, 2022. '

The Planning Commission voted unanimously 7:0 to recommend approval of
Resolution No. 21-158, proposed amendment to the East Honolulu Sustainable
Communities Plan, together with the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP)
additional changes to the Plan that would strike all references to Hawaii Kai Drive
extension through Kamilo Nui Valley.

Enclosed is the DPP’s transmittal to the Planning Commission, Planning
Commission’s Findings of Fact and Recommendations, and written testimonies.
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Should you have any questions, please contact me at (808) 768-8007.
Sincerely,

s

Brian Lee, Chair
Planning Commission
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February 25, 2022

MEMORANDUM

TO: Brian Lee, Chair

and Members of the Planni ‘Commission

FROM: Dean Uchida, Director
Department of Planning a

ermitting

SUBJECT: Transmittal 'of.Proposed Amendments to the
East Honolulu Sustainable Communities Plan

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) transmits, for your
consideration, a proposed amendment to the East Honolulu Sustainable Communities
Plan (“Plan”). The Plan was adopted as Ordinance 21-11 on April 21, 2021. City
Council then adopted Resolution 21-153 on September 8, 2021, to amend the recently
adopted plan. A copy of Resolution 21-153 is included as an attachment along with the
Director’'s Report.

The DPP reviewed the City Council’s proposed amendment in accordance with
the DPP’s “Rules for Processing Amendments to the Development Plans and
Sustainable Communities Plans of the City and County of Honolulu.” The DPP is
recommending additional changes to the Plan that would strike all three references to
the Hawaii Kai Drive extension through Kamilo Nui Valley.

We look forward to your consideration of the DPP’s proposed Plan revisions.
Please review the enclosed material and forward them, together with your
recommendation via the Mayor, to the City Council.

Should you have any questions, please contact Thomas Blair, of our staff, via
email at thomas.blair@honolulu.gov or at (808) 768-8030.

Enclosures



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND PERMITTING
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

FILE NO. 2021/GEN-9
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE
EAST HONOLULU SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PLAN (2021)

Proposal. The Honolulu City Council (Council) has initiated an amendment to the
East Honolulu Sustainable Communities Plan (Plan). The Council adopted
Resolution 21-153 on September 8, 2021 (see Attachment 1), proposing an
amendment to the Plan, per Section 6-1511.2 of the Revised Charter of the City
and County of Honolulu (Charter). Per Section 6-1511.2 of the Charter, the
resolution, with supporting documentation, is sufficient to satisfy the Director of
the Department of Planning and Permitting’s (DPP) requirements for processing
an amendment to the Plan.

The proposed amendment is targeted in scope and focuses on language in the
Plan, adopted as Ordinance 21-11, relating to the potential extension of Hawaii
Kai Drive through Kamilo Nui Valley. While Resolution 21-153 specifically
identifies language for removal in the Plan, Section 5.7, Implementation Matrix,
there are two other mentions of passageways through Kamilo Nui Valley that will
be examined in this report.

The DPP recommends that the proposed amendment to the Plan removes the
three references to the roadway extension in Kamilo Nui as shown in the table
below. The DPP’s recommendations to the proposed Bill are incorporated in
Attachment 2, draft Bill for an Ordinance.
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For example, a privately initiated pedestrian survey of surface and possible subsurface
material remains was conducted on a parcel located in Kamilo Nui Valley rearthe

onof Howats Kai Drive.

Major roadway collectors in East Honolulu are those leading from Kalaniana‘ole Highway into
the ridge and valley neighborhoods. Important intersections include, but are not limited to,
‘Ainakoa Avenue, Kalani Iki Street, West Hind Drive, Hawai'‘i Kai Drive, Keahole Street, and
Lunalilo Home Road. Hawai‘i Kai Drive runs parallel to Kalaniana‘ole Highway through parts of
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Background. Pursuant to Section 6-1510 of the Charter, the DPP is the
responsible agency for the preparation of the City’s development plans.
Development plans and sustainable communities plans set forth a future vision
and desired pattern of future growth and development for the City and serve as
high-level policy documents intended to guide the City’s zoning, development
regulations, and investment decisions. Section 6-1509 of the Charter determines
that these development plans shall promote the formation of smart and
sustainable communities and consist of conceptual schemes through which this
is accomplished.

1. City Council — Bill 88 (2020)
The Plan was adopted by Council as Ordinance 21-11 on April 21, 2021..
During Council proceedings, Section 4.1.1.1 in the original form of Bill 88
(2020) and the CD1 version read as follows:

“However, because a section of the planned route for Hawaii
Kai Drive in the Kamilo Nui Valley area has not been
completed, it does not function as an additional mauka
access route linking Maunalua Bay to Kalama Valiey. A
portion of the Hawaii Kai Drive extension was constructed
with a narrower width of 26 feet rather than the normal
40-foot width to reduce the amount of through traffic allowed.
The right-of-way for this section is 56 feet, which allows for
future road widening to 40 feet along with inclusion of a bike
lane.” ~

In the CD2 version of Bill 88 (2020), the version adopted by ordinance, the
statement was revised to read:

“A portion of the Hawaii Kai Drive extension was constructed
with a narrower width of 26 feet rather than the normal
40-foot width to reduce the amount of through traffic
allowed.”

The adopted Plan, the CD2 version, modified only one of three references
to the Hawaii Kai Drive extension through the Kamilo Nui Valley area.
However, the modification still kept the reference to the roadway as a
portion of the “extension.” Other references to the completion of the
roadway were not removed in the CD1 or CD2, which the Council’s
current proposed amendment seeks to accomplish.

2. Planning Commission (PC)
The DPP transmitted its findings and recommended revisions, to the
Proposed Plan, on September 10, 2020. The PC held a public hearing on
this matter on September 30, 2020. Most public comments were received
prior to DPP’s original transmittal to the PC and were able to be




addressed in the DPP’s original transmittal. However, some written
comments were received following DPP’s transmittal to the PC. These
late comments were addressed by DPP in an addendum transmittal and
recommendation to the PC on September 29, 2020, the day prior to the
PC hearing.

In the late comments transmitted to the PC, the Hawaii Kai Neighborhood
Board No. 1 (NB1) provided the following recommendation:

(This section, paragraph 3), still makes reference to an
uncompleted section of Hawaii Kai Drive in the Kamilo Nui
Valley area that is being proposed to be extended and
completed. Completing the extension of Hawaii Kai Drive
from the Kamilo Nui Valley area to the intersection of Hawaii
Kai Drive and Lunalilo Home Road is no longer a project
desired by the community, and therefore this paragraph
should be deleted. The road extension was to benefit
anticipated developments and was included in the 2008
Plan, but with neighborhoods now well established and fully
built-out and Hawaii Kai slated for “aging in place,” the
desires of the community and neighborhoods have changed.
Hawaii Kai Drive from Kalama Valley has had severe
speeding problems, with drivers accelerating “to make the
light” at the intersection of Hawaii Kai Drive and Lunalilo
Home Road. This is an ongoing safety issue with multiple,
repetitive accidents, involving both pedestrians and vehicles.
The neighborhoods surrounding the proposed road
extension are seeking an increased effort from the city to
execute safe, walkable communities and are opposed to
paving over green space or creating needless vehicle roads
that unnecessarily increase our carbon footprint.

Also under Glossary of Terms (Page A-4) Highways,
Arterials, and Major Collector Streets there is the following
conflicting statement. “The Public Facilities Map includes
the connection of Hawaii Kai Drive through Kamilo Nui
Valley only as a future bicycle lane as it appears in the Oahu
Bike Plan.” The community has no objection to completing
this section as a bike path only. Bike access to Kamilo Nui
Valley has existed for over 40 years. With the development
of LeOlani homes an additional private road was established
on the west end of the valley and has been providing
pedestrian and bike access for the past 15 years. Bicyclists
now do ‘the loop,” entering from Lunalilo Home Road,
through the Mariners Cove subdivision to Kamilo Nui Valley,
and exiting past LeOlani homes (Keahole St., passing the
HK Post Office) and vice versa. The community supports a



dedicated bike lane on existing roads, reflecting the existing
community usage.”

The DPP’s response to the NB1’'s comment submitted to the PC was:
“No change recommended. The DPP prefers to keep options open if it is
determined necessary at a later date.”

Council Chair Tommy Waters also submitted testimony to the PC echoing
the comments of NB1, requesting that the maps only reference the
development of a bike path. Ultimately, the PC adopted the DPP’s
recommendation and the addendum recommendation which kept in place
language referring to the completion of Hawaii Kai Drive.

Public Review Draft (PRD) and Technical Report

The Technical Report was a complimentary document prepared by the
DPP that was submitted alongside the Proposed Plan to the PC and
Council. The Technical Report documented comments received during
the Public Review Draft of the Proposed Plan and how the DPP
addressed those comments. Comments and responses were included in
the Technical Report in Appendix B. The Technical Report and other
previously published documents leading to the adoption of the Plan are
available on the DPP’s website: https://bit.ly/304VjWW.

The Technical Report noted that there were previously differing opinions
of removing the gates near Kamilo Nui Valley that block access to the
extension:

“Exploring avenues for farmers to sell their products more
directly to the community from a stand in Kamilo Nui Valley
could improve the viability of the farms and raise community
awareness of the agricultural lands although some farmers
do not want increased exposure.”

The Technical Report further recommended an economic feasibility study
for agricultural uses in East Honolulu and the potential to utilize direct
market sales in the event that the Hawaii Kai Drive extension was
completed. ‘

Members from Neighborhood Boards from Hawaii Kai (NB1) and
Kuliouou-Kalani Iki (NB2), hired a consultant, Townscape, to facilitate and
compile their comments on the PRD. Townscape provided the following
comments from the group to the DPP:

“‘Remove the last paragraph that states: “There is an
uncompleted section of Hawaii Kai Drive in the Kamilo Nui
Valley. While this project is not included in the 2040 Oahu
Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP), it was included in the
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2008 plan as it would be desirable to provide for more direct
travel and an alternate route from Lunalilo Home Road to
Kamilo Nui Place and also to create a new bicycle route

(see Section 4.1.3). The completion of this connection
would require the acquisition of a 56-foot right-of-way, part of
which is in private ownership, and the resolution of drainage
issues that may involve bridge construction.” The statement
is misleading. Previous planning efforts have shown that the
community does not support the completion of this road
connection. The road connection is not needed.”

“(Page 4-7) Under Local Trips (1st bullet), remove the
following statement: “Complete the link between the two
built portions of Hawaii Kai Drive in the Kamilo Nui Valley
area, thereby providing an additional mauka access route
linking Maunalua Bay to Kalama Valley.” As stated above,
completion of this road connection is not needed. We do not
support linking the two areas.”

The DPP’s response to the first comment was: “No change. It would
provide an additional access to homes that would be blocked if routes
more makai were blocked.” The DPP’s response to the second comment
was: “No change. Under promote alternative modes of travel, completing
the connection of the two Hawaii Kai Drives could shift bicycle travel to
streets with slower speeds.”

Comments were also received by Natalie Iwasa, a member of NB1:

“Please remove the wording regarding completion of Hawaii Kai
Drive in Kamilo Nui Valley. The valley is our last remaining “little bit
of country” and should not be developed to allow more traffic into
the area.”

The DPP provided the following response:

“No change. It has been in the Plan since 1999 with no
implementation. Implementing the policy could benefit the farmers,
increasing access to potential fruit and vegetable stalls for
residents. Provides secondary access to some neighborhoods in
the event of Kalanianaole Highway being impacted by flooding.”

Other Plans

In the 2040 Oahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP), published in
2016, the proposal to complete the extension of the Hawaii Kai Drive was
removed. It was previously included as a project as recent as the 2008
ORTP. The purpose of the ORTP is to plan for the allocation of funds for
transportation projects that are eligible for federal funds. As the





























































































































































