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Support: 61
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I wish to comment: 1



Name: 

Ricardo Galindez

Email: 

ric@islandfilmgroup.com

Zip: 

96701

Representing: 

Island Film Group

Position: 

Oppose

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 09:03 AM

Name: 

Kenneth Burke.

Email: 

maddogkbfilms@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 10:41 AM

Testimony: 

I have had the pleasure of working with Bryan Spicer and the Point Panic property for the last 10 months and support the ongoing 

functions of this property. I have been able to support all the film and television shows I am currently on by facilitating the use of 

this property and it is a “must have” to continue working on the South Shore. 

Aloha, 

Kenneth Burke

Name: 

Justin McEwen

Email: 

jmcewen75@mac.com

Zip: 

91436

Representing: 

Doogie Kamealoha Television

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:09 AM

Testimony: 

Point Panic has been instrumental in allowing Disney Television Studios bring this show to Hawaii for the past 2 years.

Name: 

Kevin Sawicki

Email: 

kevinsaw@gmail.com

Zip: 

96814

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:14 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha, 

 

Thank you for taking the time to review this testimony. 

 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii. 

 

The film industry was the first industry to thrive in Hawaii in the height of Covid-- far before the tourism industry was back up and 

running. The city should continue to support film in every way possible as it is far more sustainable than tourism. This revitalized 

facility has brought over $100 million each year for the past 2 years to the City, State and local economy by providing high-paying, 

creative jobs, immense tax revenue as well as income for many local business-- both related to film and not. 

 

“We had tremendous years in 2018 and 2019, each averaging over $400 million” in direct spending, says Georja Skinner, head of 

the Creative Industries Division of the state Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism. In 2019, that spending 

translated into an estimated $707 million of economic impact and $43.7 million in state taxes, according to the division’s analysis. 

- https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/the-statewide-effort-to-turn-filmmaking-into-hawaiis-next-1-billion-industry/ 

 

Let's all continue to support facilities like Point Panic's Film Studio to grow this industry throughout the Hawaiian Islands. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Sawicki

Name: 

Crystal Thornburg-Homcy

Email: 

cravegreens@gmail.com

Zip: 

96712

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:32 AM



Testimony: 

Growing up in Honolulu witnessing the homeless population increase in this area and other parts of the island, it is nice to see that 

there is an industry that will bring in local talent and career opportunities. 

With this structures upkeep the surrounding area will only hold more value to the community and economy.

Name: 

Jessica Cole

Email: 

jesscolefilms@gmail.com

Zip: 

96790

Representing: 

Film And TV

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:35 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha e 

 

The Point Panic facility has provided many opportunities for me and my company to park and work in an otherwise congested 

inaccessible and difficult area of the island. It gives us film and tv professionals access to downtown Honolulu in a way that is 

gentle and tolerable to our neighbors. Allowing us to work seamlessly and efficiently amongst the booming city’s day to day 

hubbub. 

 

I personally walked Point Panic Studios prior to the facility improvements. It was home to many homeless folks and had fallen into 

a state of neglect and disrepair - having been vacant for 3 decades. I hope that those who are the current caretakers and and/or 

other film professionals are allowed to carry on the the current mission as a film studio. 

 

Film and TV work offers young  locals opportunities in an industry that is clean thriving and viable. Venues like Point Panic should 

be safeguarded and more plentiful to safeguard film and TV as a revenue stream for the City and to protect future jobs. Mahalo 

nui, Jess Cole

Name: 

Daniel Hamilton-Lowe

Email: 

Daniel.Hamilton-Lowe@wdtvs.com

Zip: 

90230

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:39 AM

Testimony: 

As production manager for Doogie Kamealoha, I have been working with Point Panic Production Facility for over a year now.   I 

have had the joy to meet hundreds of local crew members, and see people flourish in new positions.  I've spoken with several 

other productions that would like to bring more work to the Island, but are scared after initial fact finding trips.   One of the biggest 

challenges to shooting a show in Hawaii is finding appropriate space to build sets and store equipment.  The crew is here and 

growing, the equipment is here and growing, but there is simply a lack of commercial space available to tenants on a month to 

month or even annual basis.   Point Panic production facility made our season 2 return much easier.

Name: 

Garrett Gagne

Email: 

gagnegarrett@gmail.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:46 AM

Testimony: 

Please let point panic continue. It helps our film community run and it provides an essential service.

Name: 

Marco Garcia

Email: 

marcoinhawaii@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:50 AM

Testimony: 

The film industry showcases the beauty of Hawaii to the world via television, film, and the internet. Watching the original Hawaii 

5O and Magnum PI made me fall in love with the Islands. It is great for Hawaii's image as well as bringing needed tourists dollars.

Name: 

Kaycee Phillips

Email: 

kaleosaid@gmail.com

Zip: 

96744

Representing: Position: Submitted: 



Self Support Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:52 AM

Testimony: 

Aloha, 

I am in support of renewing the lease for Point Panic Studios because it is creating a space for local growth in an industry that 

often brings in employees from the mainland. The opportunity to have a studio space such as this one gives hope for people like 

me who are born and raised here to stay in Hawaii and pursue a career in the film industry. Building a community of creatives in 

Honolulu benefits the entire community of Hawaii and places like Point Panic Studios are exactly what we need to do that. 

Mahalo, 

Kaycee Phillips

Name: 

Steve DeFeo

Email: 

steve.defeo@attglobal.net

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 11:53 AM

Testimony: 

I fully support continuing this rental agreement, as Point Panic Productions performs a very important role in driving forward and 

developing the Film/television Industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Timothy Hennessy

Email: 

timothy@fernweh.land

Zip: 

96722

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:00 PM

Testimony: 

I support.

Name: 

Mike Vidales

Email: 

tonestudio.info@gmail.com

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:06 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Harry Ladera

Email: 

harry@htproject.com

Zip: 

96701

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:08 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work of Point Panic Productions for the work they have done at this abandoned building that was unused for 

many years into a facility to support Hawaii's growing film industry. I believe this industry is important to support alongside with our 

tourist industry.

Name: 

Cheryl Sakai

Email: 

cheryl.sakai@icloud.com

Zip: 

96186

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:10 PM

Testimony: 

I wish to provide this testimony in support of approving the month-to-month rental agreement so Point Panic Productions, LLC can 

continue to serve the Hawaii Film Industry with space for offices, a warehouse, and various parking. Since returning to Hawaii in 

2018 to work in the industry, I have used Point Panic Productions, LLC for every single show I have been a part of. It has been an 

integral place for the entire industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Spencer Turley

Email: 

spencerturley@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734



Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:11 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Natsume Minegishi

Email: 

natsumemine@me.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

5X Faster Hawaii, Inc.

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:13 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii. 

 

The film industry was the first industry to thrive in Hawaii in the height of Covid-- far before the tourism industry was back up and 

running. The city should continue to support film in every way possible as it is far more sustainable than tourism. This revitalized 

facility has brought over $100 million each year for the past 2 years to the City, State and local economy. Examples are: 

- Providing high-paying and creative jobs for locals 

- Immense tax revenue for the City & Sate 

- Supporting local businesses -- both related to film and not. 

 

“We had tremendous years in 2018 and 2019, each averaging over $400 million” in direct spending, says Georja Skinner, head of 

the Creative Industries Division of the state Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism. In 2019, that spending 

translated into an estimated $707 million of economic impact and $43.7 million in state taxes, according to the division’s analysis. 

- https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/the-statewide-effort-to-turn-filmmaking-into-hawaiis-next-1-billion-industry/ 

 

Let's all continue to support facilities like Point Panic's Film Studio to grow this industry throughout the Hawaiian Islands.

Name: 

kelly Kraynek

Email: 

kraynekkm@gmail.com

Zip: 

96712

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:22 PM

Testimony: 

This is a great location for our film industry, the building has been neglected, run down and was in need of improvement.

Name: 

John Lind

Email: 

adjohnlind@gmail.com

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:24 PM

Testimony: 

As a producer I believe the Point Panic film facilities bring much needed studio space to the region. Without it many new 

productions coming to the islands will either look elsewhere  or shoot here and bring their stage work back to the mainland. This 

would result in millions being lost to both the film community and the local island economy. The islands need to attract green 

businesses such as film to round out it's future business objectives.I feel the loss of Point Panic as a film center would definitely 

hinder that goal.

Name: 

John McFadden

Email: 

fieldandpost@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:25 PM

Testimony: 

I've worked for 30 years on Oahu in the television industry.  We need more studios like this one. 

Thank you, 

John McFadden



Name: 

Alayna Call

Email: 

alayna@sightandsoundhawaii.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:28 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

ELIZABETH LUM

Email: 

elum9760@aol.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:41 PM

Testimony: 

I am writing to support Resolution 22-83.   Extending the Point Panic Rental Agreement is beneficial to Honolulu's economy. 

Point Panic Productions has already shown its ability to manage and operate this property. 

 

Through this property, Point Panic has already brought major film productions to Honolulu.   Point Panic Productions is working to 

evolve the film industry into a more sustainable industry that creates well-paid jobs for local people while building an infrastructure 

for homegrown productions and digital media ventures to thrive. 

 

A recent Hawaii Business Magazine article stated that "The state’s creative sector – which also includes areas such as music, 

publishing, arts education and museums – is more formidable than people might realize, accounting for about 54,071 jobs in 

2019, or 6.1% of all civilian positions. That figure trails state government and pre-pandemic tourism, but is ahead of construction, 

real estate, finance and a host of other areas, according to DBEDT data."  Major out-of-state productions hire about 300 to 350 

local people each which positively impacts Honolulu's economic growth.   The film industry is a great way to diversify our economy 

with higher-paying jobs for our local residents. 

 

For these reasons, I support this resolution to ensure that Point Panic can continue to work with the film industry to use this 

property for production support.

Name: 

Logan Laveti

Email: 

loganlaveti@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:49 PM

Testimony: 

I support the effort to cultivate Hawaii's film industry. Point Panic Studios is a successful example of taking an otherwise stagnant 

resource and shaping that into a major asset for a local industry that provides thousands of jobs and revenue for Hawaii.

Name: 

Christian Bowman

Email: 

christianbowman@gmail.com

Zip: 

96826

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 12:59 PM

Testimony: 

The work that is being done here continues to help grow the local film community, which keeps tax dollars flowing into the state 

through peripheral spending. The abandoned building that has been transformed into a film sound stage should be allowed to 

continue supporting the state.

Name: 

Dave Golz

Email: 

davegolz@me.com

Zip: 

96701

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:02 PM

Testimony: 

I support this needed facility for the future of the industry in Hawaii.



Name: 

Jeremy Hariton

Email: 

jhariton@the-mbsgroup.com

Zip: 

90266

Representing: 

The MBS Group

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:04 PM

Testimony: 

Point Panic is well positioned to continue to improve the facility and parcel through the support of the film/TV production industry 

on the property.

Name: 

Eric Shearer

Email: 

eshearer@mvnp.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:04 PM

Testimony: 

Hawaii's film industry is one of the few that can support a transformation to a truly regenerative, rather than extractive, economy. It 

provides great jobs and the ability to manage Hawaii's image at a time when we are all concerned with the impact of and 

marketing to visitors. We need more public support and resources to support local film-making and the high-paying, creative jobs 

it creates. You must support the continuing operation of this studio. 

 

Mahalo

Name: 

Elliot Ptasnik

Email: 

eptasnik@hawaii.edu

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:06 PM

Testimony: 

A wonderful and useful restoration project. This is great for the community and local economy. Please keep it up!

Name: 

Joseph McCool

Email: 

jakemccool9@gmail.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:07 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Angela Laprete

Email: 

alaprete@gmail.com

Zip: 

91356

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:12 PM

Testimony: 

They’ve done a lot to this structure and supporting the film community.  We need them to continue!

Name: 

Rylan Akama

Email: 

rylankai@gmail.com

Zip: 

96825

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:13 PM

Testimony: 

The film industry has thrived during every recession the U.S. has faced. Hawaii’s film industry was and is no different. It has 

brought millions of dollars when tourism has failed. Hawaii needs local productions like Point Panic Productions to help support 

the state’s film industry. They help form the infrastructure needed to the help attract more projects with providing equipment and 

the necessary studio space required by the smallest short films to the enormous budget, full length feature films shown in movie 

theaters across the globe.

Name: Email: Zip: 



Josh Quick quick@saltnairstudios.com 96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:21 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Michael Prickett

Email: 

mike@saltnairstudios.com

Zip: 

96789

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:22 PM

Testimony: 

I support the work done done to maintain point Panic studios ............. Thank You

Name: 

Jessica Dela Cruz

Email: 

jessdeladelacruz@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:29 PM

Testimony: 

Point Panic Productions has helped grow Hawaii's film industry and helped turn a wasted lot into a place of work for many locals 

and out of state workers.

Name: 

Olga Sousa

Email: 

elita777@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:39 PM

Testimony: 

Just wanted to support this proposition on the agenda. Mahalo.

Name: 

Adam Jung

Email: 

adamskijung@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:58 PM

Testimony: 

The Point Panic Film Studio will be a positive addition to the film industry on Oahu.  I believe it will be help our economy recover 

on multiple levels.

Name: 

Robert Dickerson

Email: 

jwco@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 01:59 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work Point Panic productions has done to support the film industry, using a previously abandoned building. 

Their use of this facility that they maintain should continue.

Name: 

James Unabia

Email: 

jamesunqbia@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 02:01 PM

Testimony: 

These studios provide work for me and my family and I am grateful for any work I get. Thank you and keep us employed.

Name: Email: Zip: 



George Russell gyrmedia@mac.com 96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 02:39 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha, I do heartily support RES22-083.  As a Honolulu-born independent creative content producer,  I do wish to see 

independent Hawaii-based studios, such as Point Panic Productions, succeed and thrive here well into the future. 

What owner Bryan Spicer, and his hard-working local crew, have done to transform this aging/abandoned building is something 

short of amazing and shows just the kind of energy and vision we all need to back 110%! 

As evidenced, during this terrible pandemic, so many local businesses had no choice but to close. Unfortunately, it seems many 

of them perhaps had too much stake in the now unreliable tourism industry.  However, our local film/video industry has shown that 

it's the-engine-that-could and CAN thrive irregardless of the fickle nature of the tourism economy.  It's a fact that if it weren't for 

world-class local facilities, such as Point Panic Studios, giving needed studio space with top-notch local crew, popular 

shows/movies showcasing Hawaii, to audiences world-wide, would not have been able to shoot here during the pandemic. 

This revitalized facility has and will to continue to employ hundreds of local crew/actors with high-paying jobs and  will also 

generate income and support to a vast amount of local businesses both related and unrelated to the creative industries here. 

Please support RES22-083.  Mahalo!

Name: 

Warner Wacha

Email: 

wnwcsurf@aol.com

Zip: 

96712

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:01 PM

Testimony: 

Point Panic Productions has turned a derelict Building into a multi-million dollar operation.  It is an asset to the area, 

and should have the full support of the budget committee.

Name: 

Colby Haines

Email: 

colby.haines@colbycom.com

Zip: 

96706

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:05 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii. 

 

The film industry was the first industry to thrive in Hawaii in the height of Covid-- far before the tourism industry was back up and 

running. The city should continue to support film in every way possible as it is far more sustainable than tourism. This revitalized 

facility has brought over $100 million each year for the past 2 years to the City, State and local economy. Examples are: 

- Providing high-paying and creative jobs for locals 

- Immense tax revenue for the City & Sate 

- Supporting local businesses -- both related to film and not. 

 

“We had tremendous years in 2018 and 2019, each averaging over $400 million” in direct spending, says Georja Skinner, head of 

the Creative Industries Division of the state Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism. In 2019, that spending 

translated into an estimated $707 million of economic impact and $43.7 million in state taxes, according to the division’s analysis. 

- https://www.hawaiibusiness.com/the-statewide-effort-to-turn-filmmaking-into-hawaiis-next-1-billion-industry/ 

 

Let's all continue to support facilities like Point Panic's Film Studio to grow this industry throughout the Hawaiian Islands.

Name: 

Katrin Chong

Email: 

monchong4@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:08 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha. my name is Katrin Chong and I just started working at Point Panic Studios on a TV show from LA. 

I would kindly ask you to provide a month-to-month rental agreement for Point Panic Studios in Kakaako.  The studio is home to 



the TV show Doogie Kamealoha, and the studio is providing the perfect size location for it. 

It's been bringing jobs for the past years and pours money into the economy. Everybody coming in raves about the location and 

the convenience. 

Thank you very much 

Katrin Chong

Name: 

Raimar Bylaardt

Email: 

Raimar2000@gmail.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:13 PM

Testimony: 

The film industry is important to my family's livelihood. It brings great revenue to the state and should be supported by the State 

 

With Aloha 

 

Raimar Bylaardt II

Name: 

Gregory Doi

Email: 

gregdoijr@gmail.com

Zip: 

96797

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:16 PM

Testimony: 

I support Point Panic Productions efforts to build quality infrastructure to help promote the movie and Television industry in 

Hawaii.  The state has great tax incentives that bring millions of dollars to the islands every year, but there is a lack of studio 

space available for the projects to use.  Point Panic Productions has create a great space and I am sure will provide many job 

opportunities for the people who work in the movie industry.

Name: 

Andrea Doi

Email: 

Stockerplaza@gmail.com

Zip: 

96817

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:18 PM

Testimony: 

Point Panic Productions is a great company and is helping to build up the movie business.  I support the efforts they are doing and 

hope to have their lease renewed for many years forward.

Name: 

TOM SHELL

Email: 

tomshell12@gmail.com

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:20 PM

Testimony: 

They'll be good for the studio. Oahu film productions need support.

Name: 

Yamato Cibulka

Email: 

yamatocibulka@gmail.com

Zip: 

90036

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:21 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Steven Sue

Email: 

steve@bizgenics.org

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Bizgenics

Position: 

I wish to comment

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:29 PM



Testimony: 

I'm Chairman of Bizgenics 501C3, the Hawaii-based nonprofit that operates ID8 Studios in Kakaako at the Entrepreneurs 

Sandbox. Bizgenics specializes in creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship programs for all people, particularly at-risk youth. 

I'm also a filmmaker as the producer of the Kamehameha Schools funded documentary, "Shaka, A Story of Aloha." 

 

I'm intimately familiar with education, technology and workforce development issues as I sit on the Workforce Development 

Council Youth Division. From my perspective as an educator, I can tell you that digital media production is a key gateway for 

youth to engage in positive activities that improve Hawaii. Digital media is also a gateway to technology and relationship-based 

jobs of the future, so it's key to our state's evolution into the next age of economies. 

 

Point Panic is a shining example of what can be. Not just as a facility, but as a truly professional, state of the art facility run by 

people who know what they are doing in the professional film and TV world.

Name: 

Polina Gorman

Email: 

polina_g@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:37 PM

Testimony: 

This facility will continue to provide  opportunity for the development of the neighborhood safety & stability. 

It brings in more and more FILM & TV contracts to the city that will in-turn bring in more jobs and opportunities to the residents of 

Hawaii.

Name: 

Rachel Cress

Email: 

Rachel@SightandSoundHawaii.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:44 PM

Testimony: 

This property has gone from a dangerous eyesore draining the city of money and resources to a film production support facility 

generating 100 million dollars of tax revenue each year, along with creation of jobs in an industry that has proven to be extremely 

beneficial to the state of Hawaii. When COVID exposed the instability and unpredictable nature of the tourism industry, it provided 

the film industry an opportunity to step up as a resilient and reliable source of income, revenue, and local jobs. 

 

Supporting this location as a film production facility will continue to ensure the economic success (and advancement) of an 

industry that substantially benefits the state of Hawaii in a way that no other business/tenant in that space could accomplish.

Name: 

Clark Davis

Email: 

clarkjacobydavis@gmail.com

Zip: 

96789

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:49 PM

Testimony: 

As many other local film industry workers do, I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a 

dilapidated abandoned building that was unused for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii. 

 

The film industry was the first industry to thrive in Hawaii in the height of Covid-- far before the tourism industry was back up and 

running. The city should continue to support film in every way possible as it is far more sustainable than tourism. This revitalized 

facility has brought over $100 million each year for the past 2 years to the City, State and local economy. Examples are: 

- Providing high-paying and creative jobs for locals 

- Immense tax revenue for the City & Sate 

- Supporting local businesses -- both related to film and not. 

 

Personally, I have had the opportunity to work on a number of productions tied to Point Panic and each has provided me a chance 

to support my family in a time when so much of Hawaii’s economy is/was crippled. I pray the City and State continues to support 

properties like those at Point Panic. Mahalo.

Name: Email: Zip: 



Karen Stingone-sawicki flotsamandco@gmail.com 96744

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:49 PM

Testimony: 

I’ve worked with sight and sound productions as a vendor for years  I fully support this idea of reinvisioning this area for arts 

development in the film industry.

Name: 

Janet Hiatt

Email: 

janetleelive@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:57 PM

Testimony: 

The studios are a real benefit to hawaii!!

Name: 

Shawn Hiatt

Email: 

edgecity@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:59 PM

Testimony: 

Point panic studios is perfect for Hawaii’s film industry and creates a great area for economic gain for Oahu!

Name: 

peter britos

Email: 

pbritos@hpu.edu

Zip: 

96813

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 03:59 PM

Name: 

Don King

Email: 

donking@hawaii.rr.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 04:08 PM

Testimony: 

Please support this measure and continue the lease of the point panic warehouse for the film industry. 

 

The organization running the warehouse is well respected in the industry, and it has been well run and the area has been well 

cared for. 

 

The film industry is the best example of an alternative to tourism, and provides good paying jobs without a negative impact on 

Hawaii.  The film business also helps promote Hawaii to the world, free advertising for the tourist industry. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Don King

Name: 

Chris Beringer

Email: 

beringerdesign@gmail.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 04:30 PM

Testimony: 

I strongly support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to develop a dilapidated abandoned building that was unused 

for 30+ years into a facility to support the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Michael Stecher

Email: 

mstech@me.com

Zip: 

96822

Representing: Position: Submitted: 



Self Support Apr 19, 2022 @ 05:44 PM

Name: 

Kristin Sifton

Email: 

kcox1364@gmail.com

Zip: 

96816

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 07:53 PM

Testimony: 

I support the budget proposal for point panic. I’m a local 665 union member & having this studio for our productions is essential to 

our film industry . I’ve seen what that property looked like before Bryan spicer took control of it & made it inviting , not an eye sore 

like it was before . That whole kakaako area is better because of it .

Name: 

Jim Jost

Email: 

Jimjost@yahoo.com

Zip: 

96734

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 09:19 PM

Testimony: 

Aloha to whom it may concern, 

As a member of the local Hawaiian film community I support the continued rental agreement with Point Panic Studios. The studio 

supports local Hawaiian jobs and businesses while attracting and procuring mainland interest and investment for the future of film 

making in Hawaii. Point Panic Studios is an asset for the state of Hawaii, please continue to support local film production. Mahalo. 

 

Jim Jost

Name: 

Brittany Krupski

Email: 

britt.krupski@gmail.com

Zip: 

96826

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 09:39 PM

Testimony: 

I support the work that Point Panic Productions has done to uplift the growing film industry in Hawaii.

Name: 

Marylou Lim

Email: 

frocks892@gmail.com

Zip: 

96815

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 19, 2022 @ 10:26 PM

Testimony: 

I support any film productions happening in Hawaii and hope they produce under unions!

Name: 

Michael Cruz

Email: 

michaelcruz23@gmail.com

Zip: 

90403

Representing: 

Self

Position: 

Support

Submitted: 

Apr 20, 2022 @ 03:29 AM

Testimony: 

Point Panic was a homeless encampment for decades and now serves the film and television industry with 100 million dollars in 

direct economic impact to the city and state. The film and television industry would not have a place to park without this 

improvement.



 

 
 

Honolulu City Council 
Budget Committee Hearing on Resolutions 

     April 20, 2022 at 9 a.m. 
 

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO RESOLUTIONS  22-83 and 22-87 
 

April 19, 2022 
 

From:   Roy Tjioe and Ricardo Galindez 
  Island Film Group 
  99-1245 Halawa Valley St. 
  Aiea, HI 96701 
 
Aloha Chair Say, Vice Chair Cordero and Members of the Committee: 
  

I. Company Background 
 

Island Film Group (“IFG”) is a locally owned and operated film and television production 
company. The principals of IFG began working in Hawaii’s film and television industry in 2001 as 
partners at the law firm of Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel, where they represented studios, 
filmmakers and independent production companies.  Since its formation in 2007, IFG has 
produced well over 100 feature films, television movies and national/international commercials, 
more than any other local production company, and operates a 7,500 sf film and television 
production facility in Halawa Valley.  
 
 

II. History 
On May 8, 2019 the State of Hawaii through the HDCA entered into a Revocable Right of Entry 
(ROE 12-19) with Point Panic Productions, LLC (PPP) for the 18,000 sf “Look Lab” and 30,000 sf 
gravel lot. On June 25th, 2019 the HCDA amended ROE 12-19 to add an additional 38,000 sf of 
driveway area. On June 25th, 2019 the HCDA entered into another Revocable Right of Entry 
(ROE 18-19) for the 2.2 acre “Waste Water Lot”. 



 
PPP paid $0 rent to the State for 12 months between May 2019 and April 2020 for more than 
4 acres/185,000 sf of State property. 
 
After the properties were transferred from the State to the City, the City entered into a 12-
month Rental Agreement with PPP on May 1, 2020. The Agreement was purportedly made 
under ROH 28-3.1(1), which allows the City to enter into such agreements for property acquired 
by eminent domain. The properties in question were not acquired by eminent domain and 
therefore the issuance of the Rental Agreement was in violation of the ordinance as it did not 
have City Council approval. 
 
Per the terms of the Rental Agreement, and in lieu of rental payments to the City, PPP was 
required to provide the following improvements during the term of the Agreement “…sewer, 
and electrical connections, drainage improvements, parking lot resurfacing…”. To date none of 
these required improvements have been made.  
 
PPP paid $0 rent to the City for 12 months between May 2020 and April 2021 for more than 4 
acres/185,000 sf of City property while collecting substantial rental revenue, and failed to 
provide the required improvements. 
 
At a City Council meeting on April 21, 2021 the rental agreement with PPP was extended 
pending the City’s RFP for the property.  
 
PPP paid $0 rent to the City for 8 months between May 2021 and January 2022 for more than 
4 acres/185,000 sf of City property while collecting substantial revenue, and again failed to 
provide the required improvements. 
 
On August 18, 2021 the City issued RFB-DLM-1490007 for the Operation of the a Support 
Facility for Film & Television Workshop and Accessory Uses (Storage, Staging and Parking) for 
the property. IFG filed a Notice of Intent to Bid and began its due diligence, which included 
inspections of the property and submitting Requests for Clarification. Based on the conditions 
of the premises (including the lack of utilities) and the terms of the lease agreement, IFG did 
not submit a bid for the property. 
 
PPP was awarded the lease of the property through the RFB process on December 22, 2021 but 
has not paid the agreed upon rent to date ($246,000), has failed to execute the lease 
agreement with the City, and is now seeking to withdraw its offer and continue renting the 
property on a month-to-month basis at a lower rate.  
 
PPP paid $0 rent to the City for 4 months between December 2021 and April 2022 
notwithstanding its accepted offer to pay $61,500/month to the City under the RFB  
($246,000) for more than 4 acres/185,000 sf of City property, while at the same time 
collecting substantial revenue. PPP is now seeking to withdraw its offer and continue its 
occupancy of the property. 



 
III. Resolutions 22-83 and 22-87 Should Not Be Passed 

 
PPP should not be granted a month-to-month rental agreement for this City property for the 
following reasons: 
 

1. PPP has operated the property for more than 3 years without paying rent to the State or 
City and failed to provide required improvements, while at the same time collecting 
substantial revenue from the rental of the property (estimated at $1m). 

2. PPP should be prohibited from entering into any form of ROE, rental or lease agreement 
with the City due to its continued default under the terms of the current rental 
agreement. 

3. PPP was awarded the property through the RFP process in December 2022 at a rental 
rate of $61,500/month and now seeks to withdraw its offer and continue its tenancy on 
a month-to-month rental agreement at a reduced monthly rent. 

4. The current subrental of the property to Disney, CBS and others can be continued 
without PPP involvement.  

 
 

Me ke aloha, 
 

 
 

Roy Tjioe and Ricardo Galindez   
Co-Founders       
Island Film Group      
Honolulu, Hawaii      
 
 



   

Waterfront Plaza Bldg. 6, Suite 321 500 Ala Moana Blvd.  •  Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813  •  (808) 222.4305  •   pbritos@hpu.edu  •  www.hpu.edu/com 

 RE: Point Panic Studios Support 

Aril 19, 2022 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing this letter to give my highest support for the Point Panic Film Studio. I am a writer, filmmaker 

and professor currently teaching global media studies, screenwriting and motion picture production at 

Hawaiʻi Pacific University. I am a graduate of Castle High School, Leeward Community College, the 

University of Hawaiʻi Manoa and USC School of Cinematic Arts where I earned an MFA in Screenwriting 

and a Ph.D. in Critical Media Studies. In 2003, I returned home to Hawaiʻi where I wrote the academic 

program and action and vision plan that got the Academy for Creative Media (ACM) approved, funded and 
launched. I have a deep and abiding interest in media education and pedagogy, especially in the islands of 

Hawaiʻi, and to date I have mentored thousands of students and student films since the 1990s.  

 

I believe the Point Panic Film Studio would be an amazing asset to our educational community, especially at 

the university level, and specifically to students right down the street at Hawaiʻi Pacific University, who 

come from around the world, the continental U.S. and here locally to learn cinematic arts, animation and 

design. Currently HPU has several innovative cinematic industry partnerships and mentorships around the 

island. Our classrooms and greenscreen studio are located at Aloha Tower Marketplace, Pioneer Plaza on 

Fort Street, and at Waterfront Plaza, almost directly across the street from the Point Panic Film Studio Site. 

Some of our collaborations include industry partnerships with Sight & Sound Productions, Hawaiʻi Media 

Inc., and others who help us with mentorship, cutting edge equipment and internships for students.  

 

I believe that the presence of an alternative studio to the Diamond Head Studios, and in the downtown 

Kakaako area would be a boon to our cultural, academic and business communities.   

 

On another note, I am a waterman and have frequented Point Panics for bodysurfing since I was a teenager 

in the late 1970s. I love that location, it’s one of my favorite waves in the world. So, I want a good neighbor 

for that location, which I still visit often with my son who is a bodysurfer, and who has competeted in 

bodysurfing competitions at Point Panics since he was 10-years old (he is now 18). With proper stewardship 

the cinematic industry is a relatively clean industry. Point Panics and any shoreline location is vulnerable to 

neglect and abuse. I believe a clean industry like cinematic production would be a good neighbor to 

Kewalos, Kakaako and Ala Moana, as well as Aloha Tower, Downtown, Chinatown and the Harbor District.  

 

I strongly support Point Panic Studios at the Point Panic warehouse location. If you have any questions, 

please donʻt hesitate to contact me.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Peter Britos, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Program Chair, Cinematic Multimedia Arts 
Department of Art, Communication, Languages and Media 

College of Liberal Arts 

Hawai’i Pacific University 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
DEPARTMENT OF ART, COMMUNICATION, 

LANGUAGES AND MEDIA 
CINEMATIC MULTIMEDIA ARTS 

 

http://www.hpu.edu/


Hawaii has long been a desirable film location and now is uniquely positioned to expand its 
vibrant film community.  To date, the primary stumbling block stifling growth and preventing the 
local industry from reaching its full potential is the lack of sufficient studio infrastructure.  
Despite all the natural wonders that draw productions to Hawaii, studio facilities are what will 
make them call it home.  Ample studio space, professionally managed and well equipped is 
often the factor that decides whether a production drops by for a few weeks of location 
shooting or makes Hawaii its permanent base of operations. That decision reverberates far and 
wide throughout the local economy.  Not only has Point Panic Studios revitalized a long 
blighted neighborhood it represents a crucial step along the road to making Honolulu the full 
service, one stop shop, that major productions around the world can count on and return to 
again and again.  The benefits are financial, social, cultural, far reaching and long lasting…not 
only for film workers but for the community at large.  I urge you to renew the lease for Point 
Panic Studios.


Mahalo,


Michael Stecher

Director of Photography

Magnum PI



