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RESOLUTION

REQUESTING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE TO
RESOLUTION 21-77. CD1. WHICH REQUESTED THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO
DEVELOP A STREAM MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE FOR CITY-OWNED STREAMS
AND NON-STREAM DRAINAGE INFRASTRUCTURE.

WHEREAS, streams in Hawaii are prone to rapid level rises due to intense
rainfall patterns, small drainage basins, steep basins and streams, and limited channel
carrying capacity; and

WHEREAS, overflowing streams have been a factor in major flood events on
O’ahu, such as the New Year’s Eve flood of 1987 that Caused $34 million in damage in
residential areas (“New Year’s Eve Flood”) and the October 30, 2004, flood that caused
$80 million in damage at the University of Hawaii at Manoa (“UH Manoa Flood”); and

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2021, severe flooding as a result of torrential rainfall
occurred in various areas on O’ahu, including Haleiwa, where dangerous water levels
at the ‘Opae’ula Stream prompted a mass evacuation of Hale’iwa residents: and

WHEREAS, in December2021, a slow-moving storm system over O’ahu
generated stream and creek surges, flooded homes, prompted the rescue of at least ten
individuals from surging creeks and streams, and caused damage to 85 homes; and

WHEREAS, stream debris can impede or block the flow of water, causing water
to overtop stream banks and flood nearby property during heavy rainfall; and

WHEREAS, accumulations of debris in floodways in Niu, Kuli’ou’ou, and
Haha’ione Valleys were contributing factors in the New Year’s Eve Flood damage, and
debris buildup in Manoa Stream has been cited as being partially responsible for the
catastrophic UH Manoa Flood damage; and

WHEREAS, routine work to clear and maintain streams is an essential flood
hazard mitigation measure; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 18-40, approved on November 14, 2018, requires the
Chief Engineer of the Department of Facility Maintenance (“DFM”) to conduct an
inspection of all City-owned streams that are lined with concrete or other impervious
material no less frequently than annually, and all other City-owned streams no less
frequently than semi-annually; and
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WHEREAS! Ordinance 18-40 also requires the Chief Engineer of the DFM to
remove or cause to be removed any debris! vegetation, silt, or other item or material of
any kind that may interfere with the natural flow of water or is likely to create an
unsanitary condition or otherwise become a public nuisance; and

WHEREAS, U.S. Department of the Army Permit No. POH-2017-00198,
reviewed and approved on September 25, 2019, authorizes the City to conduct stream
maintenance activities at various locations around Qahu over a five-year period: and

WHEREAS! Ordinance 21-2, approved on FebrUary 11,2021, requires the Chief
Engineer of the DFM to periodically post a written report on the status of the inspection
of City-owned streams on a DFM-maintained website; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 21-77, CD1, adopted on May 5,2021, requested the City
Administration to develop a stream maintenance schedule for City-owned streams and
non-stream City drainage infrastructure: and

WHEREAS, City maintenance efforts associated with the Ala Wai watershed
have been reported as follows: “City maintenance crews are currently staffed and
funded at a level to maintain about 10 percent of City-owned streams per year.
Where maintenance activities are insufficient in resolving major damages to
infrastructure or catastrophic infrastructure failures, the City programs major capital
improvement projects to address these situations”; and

WHEREAS, the City Council believes that the continuing threat posed by
overflowing streams during periods of heavy rainfall, and low City staffing levels and
resources for stream maintenance, require an immediate review of the City
Administration’s progress in developing a stream maintenance schedule for City-owned
streams and non-stream drainage infrastructure; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that the City
Administration is requested to provide an update on City responses to Resolution 21-77,
CD1, which requested the City Administration to develop a stream maintenance
schedule for City-owned streams and non-stream City drainage infrastructure; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administration is further requested to
provide an update on actions it will take to pursue federal infrastructure assistance and
climate change strategies to address the impacts of extreme weather and rising sea
levels on City infrastructure; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Managing Director, and the Chief Engineer of the Department of Facility
Maintenance.

INTRODUCED BY:

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

APR 132022
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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RESOLUTION 22-94

PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE ANDCommittee:
TECHNOLOGY (PIT)

Title:
REQUESTING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE TO RESOLUTION 21-77, CD1, WHICH
REQUESTED THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO DEVELOP A STREAM MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE FOR CITY-OWNED
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Voting Legend: *
= Aye w/Reservations

04/13/22 INTRO Introduced.

04/20/22 PIT Reported out for adoption.

CR-i 1 7(2 2)

4 AYES: ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, TSUNEYOSHI, TUPOLA

05/04/22 CCL Committee report and Resolution were adopted.

g AYES: CORDERO, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KIA’AINA, SAY, TSUNEYOSHI, TULBA,
TUPOLA, WATERS

I hereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the ity and County of Honolulu on this
RESOLUTION.
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