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Please accept my STRONG SUPPORT for Bill 11.

As someone who has lived in Spain and France, and also had the
opportunity to travel extensively to many parts of the world, the
respect of different languages is an important part of my life.

There are many countries worldwide where multiple languages are
recognized - such as Catalan, Basque, Galician, etc. in Spain; and
Occitan, Alsatian, Basque, Corsican, etc. in France. Most have

Wntt'en remained alive only thanks to cultural pride and initiatives an

Testimony . I,
everchanging, homogenizing world.
It is amazing that the Hawaiian language did not disappear altogether,
but for the dedication to culture and heritage of its proud (and sadly
necessarily defiant) hidden keepers. The result of its revitalization over
the last 40+ years is just the beginning of the success story.
Let's please continue to respect and promote the Hawaiian language
by passing Bill 11.
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| am submitting testimony in strong support of Bill 11.

As a retired high school teacher who taught English as a second

language for over 30 years | can remember the pride my thousands
Written of students felt about their personal language and culture.
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The Hawaiian language was almost lost to history, and as a survivor,

it must be given more opportunities to be heard and appreciated by

Native Hawaiians and all who now call Hawaii home. Bill 11 will help

to do that.
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