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HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

URGING THE BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY, IN LIGHT OF THE RED HILL CRISIS
AND ITS IMPACT ON EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS, TO PURSUE THE USE
OF AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS TO PLAN, DESIGN, AND CONSTRUCT
CRITICAL WATER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS TO ADDRESS HONOLULU’S
LIMITED AND THREATENED WATER RESOURCES.

WHEREAS, the Navy’s Red Hill fuel storage facility (“Red Hill facility”) was
constructed during World War II and consists of 20 tanks mined inside a volcanic ridge
near Pearl Harbor; and

WHEREAS, each tank:

• Measures 100 feet in diameter and 250 feet high;

• Can hold up to 12.5 million gallons of fuel, for a total Red Hill facility
capacity of 250 million gallons of fuel; and

• Provides for the distribution of this fuel to ships and planes located at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam through 2.5 miles of pipeline; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of O’ahu residents—civilian and military—
rely on fresh drinking water from an aquifer that sits 100 feet below the Red Hill facility;
and

WHEREAS, the following fuel leaks related to the Red Hill facility have occurred
since 2014:

• January 2014: 27,000 gallons of jet fuel leaked from a tank at the Red Hill
facility

• Early 2020: An oil sheen was detected on surface water near Hotel Pier at
Pearl Harbor, with the Navy disclosing in June 2021 that 7,700 gallons of
fuel were collected from soil and water; and

• May2021: A Red Hill facility pipeline released 19,000 gallons of leaked
fuel; and

WHEREAS, on November 28, 2021, military residents began complaining about
fuel odors coming from their drinking water; and
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WHEREAS, as precautionary measures to prevent the contamination of the
groundwater aquifer that supplies 77 percent of O’ahu’s total water, the Board of Water
Supply (“BWS”) took the following steps:

• On December 3, 2021, the BWS shut down its Halawa Shaft;

• On December 8, 2021, the BWS shut down its ‘Aiea and Halawa Wells;
and

• On March 10, 2022, the BWS urged ‘Aiea, Halawa, and urban Honolulu
residents to reduce water use by 10 percent due to lower than normal
rainfall and the continued shutdown of these three key water facilities; and

WHEREAS, in response to the Coronavirus pandemic, the federal government
has allotted American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”) funds totaling $386 million for the City
and County of Honolulu (“City”); and

WHEREAS, Honolulu received $193 million of ARPA funds in June 2021 and is
expected to receive the remaining $193 million by June of this year; and

WHEREAS, ARPA provides that, among other uses, the funds may be used to
make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure (42 USC
Section 803(c)(1)(D)); and

WHEREAS, the City Administration has designated the following areas as
priorities in the allocation of the $386 million in ARPA funds:

1. $110 million to provide community support and address economic
impacts;

2. $156 million to support equitable economic recovery;

3. $70 million to modernize City operations; and

4. $50 million to invest in critical island infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, as of March 16, 2022, the City had only expended about $15.5
million of ARPA funds, including no spending for critical island infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, in order to allow the City to address longer-term needs, the federal
government has given the City until December31, 2024 to obligate the funds and until
December 31, 2026 to spend the funds; and
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WHEREAS, the City Administration’s expenditure of ARPA funds is subject to the
Council’s approval through the budgeting process; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the availability of ARPA funds provides a
much-needed means to address the critical water infrastructure needs now facing the
City; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City and County of Honolulu urges the
Board of Water Supply, in light of the Red Hill crisis and its impact on existing
infrastructure needs, to pursue the use of American Rescue Plan Act funds to plan,
design, and construct critical water infrastructure projects to address Honolulu’s limited
and threatened water resources; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Water Supply is requested,
within 90 days of the approval of this resolution, to provide an update to the Council on
its efforts to secure a portion of the City Administration’s allocation of American Rescue
Plan Act funds for critical water infrastructure projects; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Managing Director, and the Manager and Chief Engineer of the Board of
Water Supply.

NT UC Y:

/Lu

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

MAR 292022
Honolulu, Hawaii

4

Councilmembers

No.
22—;!

0C52022-021313128/2022 4:13 PM



CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII

CERTIFICATE

RESOLUTION 22-71

TRANSPORTATION.BRANDON ELEFANTEIntroduced: 03/29/22 By:
RADIANT CORDERO

Committee: SUSTAINABILITY AND HEALTH
(ISH)

URGING THE BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY, IN LIGHT OF THE RED HILL CRISIS AND ITS IMPACT ON EXISTING
INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS, TO PURSUE THE USE OF AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDS TO PLAN, DESIGN,Title:
AND CONSTRUCT CRITICAL WATER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS TO ADDRESS HONOLULU’S LIMITED AND
THREATENED WATER RESOURCES.

Voting Legend: *
= Aye w/Reservations

03/29/22 INTRO Introduced,

04/1 9/22 TSH Reported out for adoption.

CR-88

4 AYES: CORDERO, ELEFANTE, KIA’AINA, TULBA

05/04/22 CCL Committee report and Resolution were adopted.

9 AYES: COROERO, ELEFANTE, FUKUNAGA, KIAAINA, SAY, TSUNEYOSHI, TULBA,
TUPOLA, WATERS

I hereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the City d County of Honolulu on this
RESOLUTION.
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