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The Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA)} STRONGLY SUPPORTS Bill 11,
which would designate the month of February as “'Olelo Hawai‘i Month.” This bill represents a
significant step towards furthering the normalization of ‘Olelo Hawai‘i, the native language of
these islands and an official language of the State of Hawai’i.

The Hawaiian language community has long considered February “Hawaiian Language
Month,” and has successfully advocated for gubernatorial proclamations designating February
1994, 1995 and 2013 as Hawaiian Language Month. in 2013, Act 28 permanently designated
February as “Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai‘i.” Since then, there has been an explosion of Mahina ‘Olelo
Hawai‘i events and activities celebrating and promoting the use of the Hawaiian language. The
City Council’s efforts with Bill 11 will build on this momentum and help to increase the use of
and interest in ‘Olelo Hawai‘i.

Bill 11 also represents another critical contribution to the perpetuation of the Hawaiian
language. For nearly a century beginning in 1846, laws in Hawai‘i were required to be
published in both Hawaiian and English. In 1943, a law was enacted to end this dual language
requirement, essentially serving as the death knell for the formal use of ‘Olelo Hawai‘i in
government. Combined with the 1836 law that effectively banned the use of ‘Olelo Hawai'i in
schools, the erasure of the Hawaiian language from government and education pushed the
language to near extinction. By 1980, fewer than 50 children under the age of 18 could speak
Hawaiian.

The Hawaiian Language Revitalization Movement saved the language largely through re-
introducing ‘Olelo Hawai‘i into schools — at the university level through Hawaiian language
courses and degrees, in public schools through the Hawaiian Language Immersion Program, and

in preschools through ‘Aha Plinana Leo.
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But the return of ‘Olelo Hawai‘i to government has been much slower. In 1978, the
Hawai‘i State Constitution was amended to name the Hawaiian language as an official language
of the state, along with English. Furthermore, State and City laws have been enacted to
encourage proper spelling of Hawaiian words through the use of kahako and ‘okina. However,
Act 28 in 2013 may be the only state law written in ‘Olelo Hawai‘i since 1943. Bill 11, which is
written in Hawaiian, is incredibly significant because it further normalizes ‘Olelo Hawai‘i in
government spaces and actions.

We extend our deep appreciation to Chair Tommy Waters for introducing this measure.
We understand that Bill 11, if enacted, may be the first City and County of Honolulu ordinance
to ever be written in ‘Olelo Hawai‘i. If true, Bill 11 is landmark legislation. We hope that the
Council’s efforts will pave the way for further ordinances to be published in the Hawaiian
language.

In closing, we urge the Honolulu City Council to PASS Bill 11 to perpetuate ‘Olelo

Hawai‘i. Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Respectfully,

J. Kihio Lewis, CEO

Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement

About Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement
CNHA is a member-based 501{c)3 non-profit organization with a mission to enhance the cultural,
economic, political, and community development of Native Hawaiians. For more information, visit

www.hawaiiancouncil.org/.
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From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 3:50 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name John Deutzman

Phone

Email deutzman@icloud.com

Meeting Date 03-21-2022

gggfnililt/tz? Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
‘Agenda Item Bill 11

Your position on

the mgt(::r ’ Support

Representing Self

Organization

Although I'm not a Native Hawaiian , 'm Hanai Hawaiian and 1/2 my family is Native
Written Testimony Hawaiian. I strongly support this bill as it is a step in honoring and restoring the proud
Hawaiian culture.

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms and

Agreement :

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 3:58 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Robert I Nehmad

Phone

Email rmehmad@hawaii.rr.com
Meeting Date 03-21-2022

Council/PH

. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Committee

Agenda Item Bill 11

Your position on

the matter Support

Representing Self

Organization

My name is Robert Nehmad, and I live in Hawaii Kai. I strongly support Bill 11. This bill is
Written important to me because it ensures that we maintain and encourage the use of the native
Testimony language and customs developed by the original settlers of these Hawaiian Islands.

Mahalo
Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 3:55 PM
Subject: Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Brent Ellis

Phone

Email Brenthawaii1@gmail.com
Meeting Date  03-18-2022

Counci_I/PH Council

Committee

Agenda ltem  Hawaiian language “®ill (|

Your position on
the matter

Representing  Self
Organization

Support

| strongly support council man Tommy waters efforts in making sure

Written that the Hawaiian language is used. Where would our city and our

Testimony islands be without the language and its history. | might not understand
it as spoken but moved by music and spoken word

Testimony

Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 4:03 PM
Subject: Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Daniel Gittelman

Phone

Email danielgittelman@gmail.com
Meeting Date  03-12-2022

Council/lPH .

Committee Council

Agenda ltem  Bill 11

Your position
on the matter

Representing  Self
Organization

Support

Aloha Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Committee,

My name is Daniel Gittelman, and | live in Kaneohe. | strongly support

Bill 11. This bill is important to me because recognizing, celebrating

and encouraging the Hawaiian language is our responsibility. Having a
Written designated month to celebrate the Hawaiian language will help draw
attention and interest to Hawaiian language, culture and traditions.

Testimony
| respectfully request the Committee pass this measure.
Thank you for your dedication and diligence caring for our community,
Daniel Gittleman

Testimony

Attachment

Accept Terms

and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



P—

From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 4:17 PM
Subject: Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Kanani Kealoha-Faleafine
Phone

Email kananifaleafine@gmail.com
Meeting Date 03-21-2022

CouncillPH Council

Committee

Agenda Iltem Bill 11

Your position on
the matter

Representing Self
Organization

Support

Aloha e Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Committee,
‘O Kanani Kealoha Faleafine ko'u inoa, a noho au i Hawaii Ka'i.

My name is Kanani Kealoha-Faleafine, and | live in Hawaii Kai.

Written

Testimony | strongly support Bill 11. The state should continue to promote the
use of the Hawaiian Language and provide opportunities for
members of the community to learn and practice 'olelo hawaii
Mahalo,
Kanani

Testimony

Attachment

Accept Terms

and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From:
Sent:
Subject:

CLK Council Info
Friday, March 18, 2022 4:13 PM
Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name
Bhone
Email
Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee

Agenda Item

Your position on

the matter
Representing
Organization

Written
Testimony

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

Paul McCurdy

office@hawaikitower.org
03-21-2022

Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Bill 11

Support

Self

Aloha e Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Committee,

My name is Paul McCurdy, and I live in Kakaako and Haleiwa. I strongly support Bill 11.
This bill is important to me because I feel the Hawaiian language is the cultural heart and
soul of the islands. I encourage you to expand this bill to make Hawaiian language studies
required in our public school system. All other Pacific Islands speak their native languages.
Hawaii should too.

I respectfully request the Committee pass this measure. Mahalo, for your time and
consideration.

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 4:29 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Alexandra Smith

Phone

Email alexandraaimee@aol.com
Meeting Date  03-21-2022

Council/PH

. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Committee

Agenda Item Bill 11
Your position on

the matter Support
Representing  Self
Organization
Aloha e Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Committee,
My name is Alexandra Smith, and I live in Ala Moana. I strongly support Bill 11. This bill is
important to me because as a Jewish American I have seen first hand how the revitalization
of the Hebrew language has deepened our connection to and strengthened our ancestral
Written culture. I want all peoples to have this, especially the native Hawaiian community I’ve been
Testimony so fortunate to live alongside.
I respectfully request the Committee pass this measure. Mahalo, for your time and
consideration.
Alexandra Smith
Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From:
Sent:
Subject:

CLK Council Info
Friday, March 18, 2022 4:55 PM
Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name
Phone
Email
Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee

Agenda Item

Your position on
the matter

Representing
Organization

Written
Testimony

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

Denise Boisvert

infofordenise@yahoo.com
03-21-2022

Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Bill 11

Support
Self

Please accept my STRONG SUPPORT for Bill 11.

As someone who has lived in Spain and France, and also had the opportunity to travel
extensively to many parts of the world, the respect and love of languages are an important
part of my life.

Within many countries worldwide are people who speak a different language altogether -
such as Catalan, Basque, Galician, etc. in Spain; and Occitan, Alsatian, Basque, Corsican,
etc. in France. All have movements to keep the language alive in an everchanging,
homogenizing world.

It is a miracle that the Hawaiian language did not disappear altogether, but for the dedication
to culture and heritage of its hidden keepers. The result of its revitalization over the last 40
years is just the beginning of the success story.

Let's please continue to respect and promote the Hawaiian language by passing Bill 11.

With aloha,
Denise Boisvert

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 5:08 PM
Subject: Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Kalani Souza

Phone

Email kksouza18@yahoo.com
Meeting Date  03-21-2022

Counc@IIPH Council

Committee

Agenda ltem Bill 11

Your position on
the matter

Representing Self
Organization

Support

Aloha e Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Committee,

My name is Kalani Souza, and | live in Honolulu. | strongly support
Bill 11. This bill is important to me because 1 don't want to lose the
Wri janguage as my grandma was the last generation where it was
ritten .
spoken in our house regularly.

Testimony
| respectfully request the Committee pass this measure. Mahalo, for
your time and consideration.
Kalani Souza

Testimeony

Attachment

Accept Terms

and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 5:18 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Kim Jorgensen

Phone

Email hawaiicondo(@yahoo.com

Meeting Date 03-21-2022

822?:&12? Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Agenda Item Bill 11

Your position on

the m:tter SRERtt

Representing Self

Organization

[ am submitting testimony to support Bill 11.

As a retired high school teacher who taught English as a second language for over 30
Wi . years I can remember the pride my thousands of students felt about their personal
ritten Testimony
language and culture.
The Hawaiian language must be given more opportunities to be heard and appreciated by
all who now call Hawaii home. Bill 11 will help to do that.

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms and

Agreement 1

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 8:44 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Paul Perretta

Phone

Email g3sea@hotmail.com

Meeting Date 03-21-2022

Council/PH Committee Executive Matters and Legal Affairs

Agenda [tem billll (2022)

Your position on the matter  Support

Representing Self

Organization

Written Testimony This Bill is a Logical furtherance of the Hawaiian Culture and Language.

Testimony Attachment
Accept Terms and Agreement 1

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 8:55 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Joseph Leong

Phone

Email kamoae(@yahoo.com
Meeting Date  (03-21-2022
Council/PH

. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Committee

Agenda Item Bill 11

Your position on

the matter Support

Representing Self
Organization

My name is Joseph Leong, and [ live in Honolulu. I strongly support Bill 11. This bill is

important to me because it will encourage the continued learning of the Hawaiian language,

it will provide validation for generations before us who strived for a rebirth of the Hawaiian

language and emphasize the continuation of interest in learning and sharing our native
Written tongue.

Testimony
I respectfully request the Committee pass this measure. Mahalo, for your time and
consideration.
Joseph Leong

Testimony

Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2022 9:51 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Buddy Bess

Phone

Email Publisher@besspress.com

Meeting Date 03-21-1922

gouncrll.fPH Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
ommittee

Agenda item Bill 11

Your position on th

mattef cettion on fhe 20 s

Representing Organization

Organization Bess Press

As an educational book (print and €) publisher of Hawaii?Pacific materials I strongly

Wri i . )
AT support Councilman Water’s bill. “Imua!”

Testimony Attachment

Accept Terms and
Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67




From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2022 1:48 AM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Gregory Olayvar
Phone

Email ravenonyc@aol.com
Meeting Date 03-19-2022
Council/PH

) Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Committee

Agenda [tem Bill 11
Your position on

the matter SURESE
Representing Self
Organization
As a native Hawaiian who didn’t have any opportunity to learn Olelo in school because it
Written was not allowed and because of the stigma that colonialism forced on Hawaiian people
Testimony through propaganda and and religious doctrine I had no other option to learn my peoples
language.
Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From:
Sent:
Subject:

CLK Council Info
Saturday, March 19, 2022 6:09 AM
Executive Matters 8 Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name
Phone
Email
Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee

Agenda Item

Your position
on the matter

Representing
Organization

Written
Testimony

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms

and Agreement

Midori Trent

midorimstrent@gmail.com
03-21-2022

Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Bill 11

Support

Self

Aloha e Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Committee,

My name is Manualohalani Trent, and I live in Waikiki. I strongly support Bill 11. This bill is
important to me because [ have learned the importance of "Sense of Place" and the love of the
land. I do not speak fluently but I endeavor to know the essence of kaona in the poetic
expressions of the Hawaiian language. Children should be exposed to as much indigenous
language as possible in their evey day lives.

I respectfully request the Committee pass this measure. Mahalo, for your time and
consideration.

[Midori Marcia Sue Trent aka Alohamanuokelanipihamekeaokeakua]

[P: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2022 8:11 AM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Robert Gentry

Phone

Email Bobndennis@aol.com0
Meeting Date  03-21-2022
Council/PH

. Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Committee

Agenda [tem Bill 11

Your position on

the matter Support

Representing Self

Organization
i believe it is very important that the City and County of Honolulu honor the tradition of
Written Olelo Hawaii and declare that each February Mahina Olelo Hawaii. Preserving the language
Testimony of Hawaii, and its richness, is vital to honoring our tradition and our roots. Please support this
important effort and legislation. Mahalo.
Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2022 8:34 AM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Malia Teske

Phone

Email malia.teske{@gmail.com
Meeting Date  03-21-2022

Council/PH

C . Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
ommittee

Agenda Item Bill 11

Your position on
the matter

Representing Self

Support

Organization
Aloha e Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Committee,
My name is Malia Teske, and I live in Hawaii Kai. I strongly support Bill 11. This bill is
important to me because we must do all we can to preserve and lift up the Hawaiian

Wi language. ] would also love to see more dual English/Hawaiian signage in the public realm

ritten . . ) .
. like they do in Dublin, Ireland for Gaelic.

Testimony
I respectfully request the Committee pass this measure. Mahalo, for your time and
consideration.
Malia

Testimony

Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From:
Sent:
Subject:

CLK Council Info
Friday, March 18, 2022 9.01 PM
Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name
Phone
Email
Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee

Agenda ltem

Your position on
the matter

Representing
Organization

Wiritten Testimony

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms and

Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67

Patricia Glaser

Pglaser1946@icloud.com
03-21-2022

Council
Bill 11
Support
Self

Aloha Chair, Vice chair and council members.

My name is Patricia Glaser and | live in Waikiki.

| strongly support Bill 11.

This bill is important to me because it will help to preserve the
language of Hawaii's indigenous people and will reinforce our
unigqueness as a state.

| respectfully request that this measure be passed.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Patricia Glaser

1



From:
Sent:
Subject:

CLK Council Info
Saturday, March 19, 2022 9:48 AM
Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name
Phone
Email
Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee

Agenda Item

Your position
on the matter

Representing
Organization

Written
Testimony

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

Jennifer Taylor

jennifertaylor_us@yahoo.com
03-21-2022

Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Bill 11

Support
Self

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair and members of the Committee.

Please move forward on Bill 11 to make more opportunities for voluntary use of Hawaiian
language. Hawaiian history and culture make this city and our state unique and enrich all of
us who are lucky enough to live here. The language promotes and sustains that culture and
history and is to be celebrated and valued. I regret that I can only speak a few common words
of the language; yet those few words make a difference in my life and my connections with
others and with the place. 1 ask that you move this bill forward so that this language can reach
and enrich more of us.

Mabhalo for your consideration,
Jennifer Taylor

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2022 10:37 AM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name William Liggett

Phone

Email wliggett@twc.com

Meeting Date 03-21-2022

Council/PH Committee Executive Matters and Legal Affairs

Agenda Item Bill 11 (20220

Your position on the matter  Support

Representing Self

Organization

Written Testimony Bill 11 will be good for our city. I give strong support to its passage.

Testimony Attachment
Accept Terms and Agreement 1

IP: 192.168.200.67

(=



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2022 12:17 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Daniel Kalani Wassman

Phone

Email dannywassman(@hawaii.rr.com
Meeting Date  03-21-2022

Council/PH

C . Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
ommittee

Agenda Item Bill 11
Your position on

the matter L
Representing Self
Organization
The Hawaiian language should be considered as one of the two languages of the State of
Hawaii so that the people of Hawaiian Ancestry can be heard. There are a lot of us who do
Written not speak English very well and can explain more directly what we need to say in our own
Testimony language.
We are already becoming strangers in our homeland. Auwe!
Testimony
Attachment
Accept Terms

and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From:
Sent:
Subject:

CLK Council Info
Saturday, March 19, 2022 2:49 PM
Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name
Phone
Email
Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee

Agenda ltem

Your position on
the matter

Representing
Organization

Written
Testimony

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

[P: 192.168.200.67

Suzanne Marinelli

suzannemarinelli@gmail.com
03-21-2022

Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Bill 11

Support

Self

Aloha e Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Committee,

[ write in strong support of this bill. It takes one more step among the needed many toward
making Hawaii a place that genuinely honors its original citizens (not counting the
menehune, a whole different topic from the agenda item of the afternoon).

Supporting the living, ever-evolving language of our native population strengthens many
processes for Hawai'i, certainly including those of our daily governance.

The language of kanaka maoli is that population's fundamental and original mode of
expressing their humanity. Supporting this bill in the process of our active governance is
crucially important to our host culture and by fortuitous extension to the rest of us.

I respectfully urge you to pass this measure, and I thank you for this opportunity to say so.



From: CLK Council Info
Sent; Saturday, March 19, 2022 6:04 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Jeannine Johnson
Phone
Email jeannine(@hawaii.rr.com
Meeting Date 03-21-2022
ggz?:llilt/tfe)? Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Agenda Item Bill 11 (2022)
on
TN e
Representing Self
Organization

Aloha mai kakou! No'u ka hau’oli e hui pii me 'oukou e ho'omau i ka ‘6lelo Hawai'i!

Mahalo nui no kou kako'o mau 'ana o palapala ‘umi kumamakahi. Na'u kakau i leka,

Written Testimony USRI
PS E kala mai for my poor attempt to "0lelo Hawai'i. Please do not allow it to reflect
badly on this wonderful bill. Mahalo for your support of Bill 11.

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms and

Agreement 1

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2022 11:13 PM
Subject: Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name George A Smith

Phone

Email gsmith785230@yahoo.com
Meeting Date  03-21-2022

Counci]lPH Council

Committee

Agenda ltem  Bill 11

Your position
on the matter

Representing  Self
Organization

Support

| am George A Smith and | live in Hawaii Kai. | submit this written
testimony in support of Bill 11.

As a child in the 50’s, my aunties and uncles would visit us in Honolulu
from Pu’uanahulu in the Big Island. My Mom and her siblings would
huddle away from my sisters and | and speak quietly in fluent Q’lelo
Hawai'i. As children’s curiosity goes, we would ask them what they
were saying and we would quickly get a “Shush!” Later, my Mom
Wiitten explained when they grew up it was forbidden to speak our native
Testi language. Everyone continued to speak, but only in whispers and
estimony . .
never around strangers for the fear of being turned in.
Sadness comes to mind that a native language needs permission to
be heard. Allow O"leo Hawai'i to breathe easier by allowing Bill 11 to
provide the life support for my language to be heard again above the
whispers of the past.

Thank you Council Chair and council members for allowing me to
share my sadness with you in support of Bill 11.

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From:
Sent:
Subject:

CLK Council Info
Sunday, March 20, 2022 3:50 AM
Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name
Phone
Email
Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee

Agenda [tem

Your position
on the matter

Representing
Organization

Written
Testimony

Dylan Armstrong

dylan.p.armstrong(@gmail.com
03-20-2022

Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Bill 11

Support

Self

Alcha mai kakou:

I am writing in support of Bill 11, which would declare each February “Mahina ‘Olelo
Hawai‘i” (Hawaiian Language Month) within the City and County of Honolulu.

This bills* impact would be to provide for more opportunities and spaces for the City and
County to use our second official language, ‘Olelo Hawai‘i (Hawaiian language).

Because such languages are always localized, revitalizing and preserving our cultural and
language diversity is most effectuated at the local level as you now experience. In these
jurisdictions, official use not only has historic precedent but is most practicable.

The Hawaiian language revitalization movement has made major strides in the last 40 years.
In the not so distant past, such a bill would have been unthinkable and untenable. All over the
world, native peoples have decriminalized and dignified the use of their ancestral languages,
in the reversal of legal discrimination and cultural genocide.

Individuals and movements alike burdened themselves with great sacrifices to prevent the
loss of a cultural heritage centered in this language. This language‘s protectors fought its
extinction, which meant opposing the powers of the world and the forces of time itself as
native speakers passed and knowledge itself became lost. The heroism of those who have
came before us, with their diligence, steadfastness, and moral courage, make Bill 11 possible.

The empowerment of the Hawaiian people is a worthy goal for member and ally alike. So is
strengthening one‘s sense of place, on an island within Hawai‘i Nei.

We all benefit now, from the heroes of this language‘s survival. We are that much better
informed about where we are, better understanding the story of how the settings in our lives

1



manifest. It is the uniqueness of O‘ahu, with the language at its heart, that makes this place a
desirable destination for distant travelers, and enriches the City and County.

Mahalo nui loa for your consideration and public service.

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAI'|
HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS CAUCUS

Testimony for Bill 11
COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE MATTERS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS
March 21, 2022, 1:00 pm
City Council Chambers

Aloha Chair Tupola, Vice Chair Fukunaga and Members of the Committee on Executive Matters and
Legal Affairs,

The Executive Comittee of the Hawaiian Affairs Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i STRONGLY
SUPPORTS Bill 11, which would designate the month of February as “Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai'i” (Hawaiian
Language Month} to celebrate and encourage the use of the Hawaiian language.

The Hawaiian language community has long celebrated February as “Hawaiian Language Month,” and
has successfully advocated for gubernatorial proclamations which designated February 1994, 1995 and
2013 as Hawaiian Language Month, In 2013, Act 28 permanently designated February as “Mahina ‘Olelo

Hawai'i.” Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai'i events have proliferated since then, celebrating and promoting the use

of the Hawaiian language. The City Council’s efforts with Bill 11 wiil help to increase the use of and
public interest in ‘Olelo Hawai'i.

We urge the Honolulu City Council to PASS Bill 11. Mahalo for this opportunity to testify on this measure.
Mabhalo for your consideration of our comments.
Respectfully,

/s/ luanita Brown Kawamoto, Chair



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Sunday, March 20, 2022 5:49 PM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Victor Nobrega-Olivera
Phone

Email boodzcucn@yahoo.com
Meeting Date  03-21-2022

Council/PH

C . Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
ommittee

Agenda Item BILL 11 (2022) - PILI I KA MAHINA ‘OLELO HAWAI‘L.

Your position on S

the matter B

Representing  Organization
Organization Waikiki Hawaiian Civic Club

Aloha e Chair, Vice Chair and members of the committee,

My name is Victor Nobrega-Olivera, I'm originally from the Ko‘olau area of O‘ahu and my
family has an apartment in the Waialae area. Qur family are active members of the Waikiki
Hawaiian Civic Club and we strongly support Bill 11. This is important to our club because it
is the language of our people, our community and in order to share it with the next generation
we need to hear, see, and experience it every day, every where. Waikiki HCC is a member of

"l\l}/e glttit;r;ny the O‘ahu Council‘of Hawaiian Civic Clubs as well as the As§ociation of Hawaiian Civic
Clubs and we continue the legacy and moolelo of Prince Kuhio along with all of our alii. Ola
ka ‘Glelo!

We respectfully request the Committee to pass this measure. Mahalo for your time and
consideration.
Victor Nobrega-Olivera
Waikiki Hawaiian Civic Club
Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67



From: CLK Council info
Sent: Sunday, March 20, 2022 10:40 PM
Subject: Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name B. A. McClintock
Phone

Email redahi@hawaii.rr.com
Meeting Date 03-21-2022
Council/PH Committee Council

Agenda ltem Bill 11

Your position on the matter  Support
Representing Self

Organization

Written Testimony Please support this important bill.
Testimony Attachment

Accept Terms and Agreement 1

IP: 192.168.200.67
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Bill 11
Relating to Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai'i
Executive Matters and Legal Affairs Committee

March 21, 2022 1:00 PM Videoconference

We are a hui of organizations that provide direct-delivery and support services to the Native
Hawaiian community across a variety of areas, including health, education, culture, ‘aina, and rescurce

management. We STRONGLY SUPPORT Bill 11, because it represents a significant step towards

furthering the normalization of ‘Olelo Hawai'i, the native language of these istands and a co-official
language of the State of Hawai'i.

The Hawaiian language community has long considered February “Hawaiian Language Month”
and successfully advocated for gubernatorial proclamations designating February 1994, 1995 and 2013
as Hawaiian Language Month. In 2013, Act 28 permanently designated February as “Mahina ‘Olelo

MG

Hawai‘i.” Since then, there has been an explosion of Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai‘i events and activities



HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL TESTIMONY

celebrating and promoting the use of the Hawaiian language. The City Council’s efforts with Bill 11 will
build on this momentum and help to increase the use of and interest in ‘Olelo Hawai'i.

Bill 11 also represents another critical contribution to the perpetuation of the Hawaiian
language. For nearly a century beginning in 1846, laws in Hawai‘i were required to be published in both
Hawaiian and English. In 1943, a law was enacted ending the dual language requirement, essentially
serving as the death knell for the formal use of ‘Olelo Hawai‘i in government. Combined with the 1896
law that effectively banned the use of ‘Olelo Hawai'i in schools, the erasure of the Hawaiian language
from government and education pushed the language to near extinction. By 1980, fewer than 50
children under the age of 18 could speak Hawaiian.

The Hawaiian Language Revitalization Movement has saved the language largely through re-
introducing ‘Olelo Hawai‘i into schools — at the university level through Hawaiian language courses and
degrees, in public schools through the Hawaiian Language immersion Program, and in preschools
through ‘Aha Pinana Leo.

But the return of ‘Olelo Hawai‘i to government has been slower. In 1978, the Hawai'i State
Constitution was amended to name Hawaiian language a co-official language of the state with English.
And State and City laws (Article 22, Chapter 1, ROH) have encouraged the proper spelling of Hawaiian
words through the use of kahakd and ‘okina. But Act 28 in 2013 may be the only state law written in
‘Olelo Hawai'i since 1943. Therefore, Bill 11, which is written in Hawaiian, is significant in that it further
normalizes ‘Olelo Hawai‘i in government spaces and actions.

In closing, we urge the Honolulu City Council to approve this measure to perpetuate ‘Olelo
Hawai‘i. Mahala nui loa for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Should you have any questions about our testimony, please contact Sterling Wong, Senior

Director of Advocacy at the Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement, at sterling@hawaiiancouncil.org.




March 18, 2022

TO: Council of the City & County of Honolulu
Public Hearing Committee: Executive Matters and Legal Affairs

FR: Kanaeokana Network
RE: IN SUPPORT OF BILL 11 RELATING TO MAHINA ‘OLELQO HAWAI'
Aloha n6 e Chair Waters and Councilmembers,

Kanaeokana Kula Hawai‘i Network is in STRONG SUPPORT of Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34.
Together, these two measures represent a significant step towards furthering the normalization of
‘Olelo Hawai'i, the native language of these islands and one of two official languages of the State of
Hawai‘i.

Kanaeokana Kula Hawai'i Network includes membership of DOE Hawaiian Language Immersion
Program sites, all 17 Hawaiian Focused Charter Schools (HFCS), and over 50 other Hawaiian
education organizations. The normalization of the Hawaiian language is critical to Kanaeokana's
mission, vision, and is embedded in several of our strategic goals.

This year, Kanaeokana, Hawai‘inuidkea School of Hawaiian Knowledge, ‘Ahahui ‘Olelo Hawai'i, The
Kamehameha Schools, and Hawaiian Mission Houses Archives and many others helped to
coordinate over 70 (mostly virtual) events across Hawai'i to honor and promote ‘Glelo Hawai‘i during
Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai‘i. This was the largest number of activities that were free and open to date, and
we look forward to increasing this number in 2023 and beyond. We see growth in our community’s
support and interest in ‘Glelo and we are excited that the Council will make official, Mahina ‘Olelo
Hawai'i for the City & County of Honolulu.

We commend the City Council for proposing this measure and we are present today to give our
support and mahalo to each of you. In closing, we humbly ask the Honolulu City Council to approve
these measures as a first step to normalizing'Olelo Hawai'i in the City & County of Honolulu..

Mahalo nui loa for this opportunity to provide testimony,
Mafia M«ega-oeim

Kanaeckana Network



KE ONE O
KAKUHIHEWA

O'ahu Council of the
Associfation of Hawallan Clvic Ciubs

Testimony for Bill 11
COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE MATTERS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS
March 21, 2022, 1:00 pm
City Council Chambers

Aloha Chair Tupola, Vice Chair Fukunaga and Members of the Committee on Executive Matters and Legal Affairs,

My name is Benton Kealii Pang and | am a Native Hawaiian resident of Hawai‘i. My testimony is submitted on behalf of Ke
One O Kakuhihewa-O'ahu Council for the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (Council}). The Council STRONGLY
SUPPORTS Bill 11, which would designate the month of February as “Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai‘i” {(Hawaiian Language Month)
to celebrate and encourage the use of the Hawaiian language.

The Hawaiian language community has long celebrated February as “Hawaiian Language Month,” and has successfully
advocated for gubernatorial proclamations which designated February 1994, 1995 and 2013 as Hawaiian Language

HiRL

Month. In 2013, Act 28 permanently designated February as “Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai'i.” Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai'i events have
proliferated since then, celebrating and promoting the use of the Hawaiian language. The City Council’s efforts with Bill

11 will help to increase the use of and public interest in ‘Olelo Hawai'i.

We urge the Honolulu City Council to PASS Bill 11. Mahalo for this opportunity to testify on this measure.

Ke One O Kakdahihewa is a native Hawaiian council made up of 24 civic clubs on the island of O‘ahu. Qur oldest member,
Hawaiian Civic Club of Honolulu was established by Prince Jonah Kihid Kalaniana‘ole on December 7, 1918,

Sincerely,

R Attt

Benton Kealiikiamoku Pang, President

e-mail: Kakuhihewa.president@gmail.com
P.O. Box 37874, Honolulu, Hawai'i 96837-1122




From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2022 9:.02 AM
Subject: Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Alexander McNicoll

Phone

Email akdmenicoll@gmail.com

Meeting Date 03-21-2022

Council/PH Committee Executive Matters and Legal Affairs
Agenda Item Bill 11/Resolution 22-34

Your position on the matter ~ Support

Representing Self

Organization

Written Testimony [ am in full support of this bill.

Testimony Attachment
Accept Terms and Agreement |

IP: 192.168.200.67



