
CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

No
22—38

REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND PERMITTING TO SUBMIT
AN UPDATE TO THE COUNCIL ON ITS DISCUSSIONS WITH THE STATE
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS REGARDING THE USE
OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES AND STAMPS ON PROJECT PLAN SUBMISSIONS.

WHEREAS, the State Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (“DCCA”)
is mandated by law to protect the interests of consumers throughout the State by setting
standards and enforcing all laws and rules governing the licensing and operation of, and
by registering and supervising the conduct of, trades, businesses, and professions; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to this mandate, the DCCA, through its Board of
Professional Engineers, Architects, and Landscape Architects, oversees the licensing
and regulation of Professional Engineers, Architects, and Landscape Architects under
Chapter 464 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”), as amended, and its implementing
rules under Hawaii Administrative Rules (“HAR”) Chapter 16-115, as amended; and

WHEREAS, HAR
to clarify and implement
may be best effectuated

Section 16-115-1 states that HAR Chapter 16-115 ‘is intended
[HRS Chapter 464], to the end that the provisions thereunder
and the public interest most effectively served’; and

WHEREAS, HAR Section 16-115-9(a) provides, in relevant part, that “{a]ll plans,
specifications, maps, reports, surveys, descriptions, and every sheet in a set of design
drawings prepared by or under the supervision of a licensed professional engineer,
architect, land surveyor, or landscape architect shall be stamped with the licensee’s
authorized seal or stamp when filed with public officials. Below the seal or stamp, the
authentication shall state ‘This work was prepared by me or under my supervision’, be
signed by the licensee, and state the expiration date of the license i’; and

WHEREAS, HAR Section 16-1 15-9(e) provides that “[a]ll signatures required
under [HAR Section 16-115-91 shall be original. The use of rubber signature stamps, or
computer-generated or other facsimile signatures is prohibited.”; and

WHEREAS, it is the Council’s understanding that pursuant to HAR Section
16-1 15-9, the Department of Planning and Permitting (“DPP”) requires original/wet
signatures and stamps on all sets of project plans submitted for review to the DPP by
licensed engineers or architects; and

WHEREAS, incorporating original/wet signatures and stamps on project plans
submitted to the DPP for its review and approval can be somewhat cumbersome and
inconvenient when such plans are voluminous and multiple copies are required; and

0C52022-0072/1/3112022 1:59 PM 1



CITY COUNCIL 22-38CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No

_______________

HONOLULU, HAWAFI

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Council believes that notwithstanding the requirements in HAR
Section 16-115-9, the use of electronic versions of signatures and stamps on project
plan submissions to the DPP by licensed engineers or architects, if such signatures and
stamps are appropriately verified and authenticated, would facilitate time and cost
efficiencies for both the DPP and the licensed engineers or architects; and

WHEREAS, it is also the Council’s understanding that discussions regarding the
use of electronic versions of signatures and stamps between the DCCA and the DPP
are ongoing, and that a public update on such discussions would be beneficial to the
public for a better understanding of the issues faced by both the DCCA and DPP in
implementing the use of such signatures and stamps on project plan submissions;
now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
requests the Department of Planning and Permitting to submit an update to the Council
regarding its discussions with the State of Hawaii Department of Commerce and
Consumer Affairs regarding the use of electronic signatures and stamps, in lieu of
original/wet signatures and stamps, on project plan submissions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the DPP is further requested to submit its
update to the Council no later than 60 days after the adoption of this resolution; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resoLution be transmitted to the
Mayor! the Managing Director, and the Director of Planning and Permitting.

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

DUBYj

FEB24 2022
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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