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Aloha,
I'm sharing these documents to support my testimony against this
very quick taking.

Enclosed is PDF file on the City's past eminent domain taking on this
same property. Resolution 06-062

There was no mention of "protect wetlands" that Councilwoman
Tsuneyoshi kept referring to. Resolution 05-062 Committee
Comments explained that this property was chosen because it "out of
the flood inundation zone".

This again raises the need for more basic research and data analysis
BEFORE such a monumental decision is made. Other kupuna in the
area have also raised questions about the water-flow in the bigger
area and so forth.

Mahalo,
Choon James

20220303182908_RESO_22-11._-_Citys_OLD_Reso_06-062_.pdf
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February 14, 2006

The Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 5

and Members of the City Council 2
City Counil = T
City and County of Honolulu . ; %
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 % g =

Dear Council Chair Dela Cruz and Councilmembers: & i

Re: Hauula Fire Station Relocation, Parcel 1

We transmit herewith for your consideration and adoption a draft of a
fesolution providing for the acquisition of land for the Hauula Fire Station
Relocation project at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Oahu, Hawaii.

Parcel 1 comprises a total area of 1.038 acres and is shown in color on
the 15 sets of maps attached hereto.

Condemnation has been requested by the Department of Design and
Construction to expedite acquisition.

Very truly yours,
AV’ J;} |

WINSTON K. Q. WONG

Deputy Corporation Counsel

APPROVED:

CARRIE K. S, OKINAGAL,;

Corporation Counsel

WKW.di
Aftachs. - e
{ept. Com. No. viLs

COLLORONI0E DS VWICN




250 CITY COUNCIL

CUBIAY  CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
KJ HONOLULU, HAWAII No.

RESOLUTION

{FOR CONDEMNATION)

PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE, TOWIT:
HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA,
OAHU, HAWAII, AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE
ACQUISITION THEREOF BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu:
1.

That for public use and purpose, to wit: Hauula Fire Station Relocation, Parcel 1
(TMK: 5-4-004-021 (portion)), situate at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Oahu, Hawsaii,
proceedings in eminent domain as provided by law be instituted for the acquisition of
Parcel 1 in fee simple, the description of which parcel of land is attached hereto and
made a part hereof, and that the Corporation Counsel of the City and County of
Honolulu be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to institute the said
proceedings.

That this acquisition by eminent dorain is necessary for the aforesaid public use
and purpose.

it

That in the process of said proceedings in eminent domain, the Corporation
Counsel be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to negotiate tenmns of
settlement, subject to the approval of this Councit and/or of the Court before which such
proceedings are commenced.

T
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CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULY No.

HONOLULU, HAWAI!

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Council that the Clerk be and is hereby
directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the Depariment of Design and
Construction and to the Department of the Corporation Counsel.

INTRODUCED BY:
Councilmembers
DATE OF INTRODUCTION:
Honolulu, Hawaii
Approved this _day of , 2006.

MUFI HANNEMANN, Mayor
City and County of Honolulu

CORD00M ROG 2




CITY COUNCIL

] City AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No.

HONOLULU, HAWA

RESOLUTION

HAUIUL A FIRE STATION RELOCATION

PARCEL 1
(Fee Simple)

Being a portion of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of Land Court Application 1266 and
covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. 513.311. Situate at Kaipapau, Koolauloa,
Oahu, Hawaii.

Beginning at the East comer of this parcel of land, being also the North
comer of Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court Application 1266, on the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway, the coordinates of said point of beginning referred to
Government Survey Triangulation Station "KAIPAPAU" being 1,163.93 feet North and
2,080.15 feet East, as shown on Division of Land Survey and Acquisition Parcel Map
File No. 17-10-8-27, and running by azimuths measured clockwise from true South:

1. 49° 41 300.00 feet along Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court
Application 1266;

2. 139° ar 150.05 feet along remainder of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of
Land Court Application 1266:

3. 229° a4r 300.24 feet along same;
Thence along the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway on a curve to
the nght with a radius of 1,612.28 feet,
the chord azimuth and distance being:

4. 319° 46 24" 15005 feet to the point of beginning and
containing an area of 1.038 acres.

CORDO0OT KNG 3
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CUTY COUNCIL

CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAII
STATUS
RESOLUTION 06-062

Infroduced:  02/15/06 By: DONOVAN DELA CRUZ (BR) Commutiee: PUBLIC SAFETY

RESOLUTION FOR CONDEMNATION PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE,

Title,

‘ TO WAT. HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA, OAHU, HAWASL,
AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE ACQUISITION THEREQF BY
EMINENT DOMAIN

Links: RES06-062
pR-0156
PUBLIC 02122/06 CR-126 - RESOLUTION REPORTED QUT OF COMMITTEE TO BE LAID OVER,
SAFETY ORDERED PUBLISHED AND SUBSEQUENTLY ADOPTED.
COUNCIL  03/01/06 RESOLUTION LAID OVER AND ORDERED PUBLISHED. CR-126 ADOPTED
APD Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y oJou Y GARCIA Y
KOBAYASH| Y MARSHALL Y OKINO Y TAM Y

PUBLISH 03/04/06 RESOLUTION GIST PUBLISHED IN THE HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN
COUNCIL 03115108 RESOLUTION ADOPTED,
APO Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y DJGU E GARCIA Y
KOBAYASHI ¥ MARSHALL Y OKIND Y TAM E

MAYOR

03/16/06 RESOLUTION TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR FOR APPROVAL

MAYOR

03731106 RESOLUTION RETURNED APPROVED BY MAYOR
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Related Communications:

Np, From

D-0156 CORPORATION COUNSEL — Submitting a resolution relating to the acquisition of land
for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation project

MM-050 RESOLUTION RETURNED APPROVED BY MAYOR.
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CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULUY, HAWAIIL No. 14-1

RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO DISMISS ANY PENDING EMINENT
DOMAIN PROCEEDINGS TO ACQUIRE PRIVATE LAND FOR PUBLIC USE AND BY
NECESSITY FOR THE HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION PROJECT.

WHEREAS, by Resolution 06-62, adopted on March 15, 2006, the Council
authorized the acquisition by eminent domain of certain land in fee simple—identified as
Tax Map Key No. 5-4-004-021 (por.)-for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation project at
Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Oahu: and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 10-3, adopted on February 24, 2010, the Council
authorized the acquisition by eminent domain of certain land in fee simple—identified as
Tax Map Key Nos. 5-4-018-064 and 5-4-018-065-for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation
project at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Oahu: and

WHEREAS, the City's authority to take private property by eminent domain is a
drastic measure that should only be used when necessary. Resolutions 06-62 and 10-3
included a declaration, pursuant to the requirements of the Revised Charter, that the
eminent domain proceedings authorized thereby were "necessary" for a public puspose;
and

WHEREAS, it now appears that eminent domain proceedings may not be
necessary for a new Hauula Fire Station, for the following reasons:

¢ The rationale presented by the Administration for relocating the Hauula Fire
Station—that the current site is in a flood zone—is contradicted by the fact that
the preferred site selected for the new station is a beachfront lot of 1.65 acres
subject to ocean inundation. The current, existing fire station site has never
flooded. Hence, it can be demolished and a new station can be built on the
existing site. Located immediately mauka of the current existing fire station
are two vacant parcels-one parcel of 1.41 acres is owned by the State of
Hawaii and the second parcel of 0.58 acres is owned by the City and County
of Honolulu; and

* |t has been reported that the new station will cost $13 million, which is far
above the cost of an average fire station and more than appears necessary
for a rural area such as Hauula. The need for such an extravagant faciiity is
questionable in light of the City's current fiscal situation; and




&Ny CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAN No. 14-1

RESOLUTION

* Parcel 1-5-4-18-65 is the last privately-owned business-zoned vacant parcel
in the rural area. It should be maintained for small business opportunities and
related commercial services in rural Hauula. The Administration acquired
business-zoned parcet 1-5-4-18-64 in 2010, which provides a much desired
and needed recycling center and should be continued to reflect the
overwhelming will of the people in Haaula;

and

WHEREAS, the Council therefore feels that the City should discontinue any
efforts to acquire any of the above-identified properties by eminent domain: now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it urges
the City Administration to dismiss any pending eminent domain proceedings for the
acquisition of any of the above-identified properties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council further urges the Administration to
consider alternatives to the current siting and size of the proposed new Hauuta Fire
Station; and




CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAII No. 141

RESOLUTION

i é@ i

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of ttus Resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Managing Director, the Director of Design and Construction, and the
Corporation Counsel.

INTRODUCED BY:

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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March 31, 2006 w =
e =
Ms. Denise C. De Costa % i
City Clerk =
Office of the City Clerk &
City and Counry of Honolulu
Honolulu, Hawaij 96813

Dear Ms. De Costa:

Re: APPROVED RESOLUTION

The foliowng resolution is approved and returned herewith:

Res. 06-062

PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF I.AND FOR PUBLIC USE.
TO WIT: HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE A1l
KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA, OAHU, HAWAI, AND DETERMINING

AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE ACQUISITION
THEREOQF BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

Youry truly,

\

Mufi H
Mayor
MH:aa

Attachments

Mayor’s Message No._____ 050

LA
R 1 ¥




AN COUNCIL
Q=75 ?rrz'l-mglcouuw cl:.FJ Hou(o;:.uw No 06-062
HONOLULU, RAVAJ] :

RESOLUTION

{(FOR CONDEMNATION)

PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE, TO WIT:
HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT KAIPAPAL, KOOLAULOA,
OAHU, HAWAII, AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE
ACQUISITION THEREOF BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu:
i

That for public use and purpose, to wit: Hauula Fire Station Relocation, Parcel 1
(TMK: 5-4-004-021 (portion)), situate at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Qahy, Hawaii,
proceedings in eminent domain as provided by law be instituted for the acquisition of
Parcel 1 in fee simple, the description of which parcel of land is attached hereto and
made a part hereof, and that the Corporation Counse! of the City and County of
Honolult be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to institute the said

proceedings.

That this acquisition by eminent domain is necessary for the aforesaid public use
arwd purpose.

I

That in the process of said proceedings in eminent domain, the Corporation
Counsel be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to regotiate terms of
settlement, subject to the approval of this Council and/or of the Court before which such
proceedings are commenced.

0156 PS

CORMINM. RCE




CITY COUNCIL

§ CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No. 0 6-0 . 0

s

HORDOLULY, HAWAI

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Council that the Clerk be and is hereby
directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the Department of Design and
Construction and to the Department of the Carporation Counsel.

L

Councilmembers
DATE QF INTRODUCTION:

FEB 15 2008

Honolulu, Hawaii

Approved this 3 A day of N . 2006.

T -

MUFI HANN NN, {Mayor
City and Courtty ofHonolulu

CORDOO01.ROE 2
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GER) CITY COUNCIL 06-062

i@j CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No.

HONOLULY, HAWAL

RESOLUTION

REME s

HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION

PARCEL. 1
(Fee Simple)

Being a portion of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of Land Court Application 1266 and
covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. 613,311, Situate at Kaipapau, Koolauloa,
Cahu, Hawai.

Beginning at the East corner of this parcel of land, being also the North
comer of Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court Application 1266, on the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway, the coordinates of said point of beginning refered to
Government Survey Triangulation Station "KAIPAPAU"™ being 1.163.93 feet North and
2,080.15 feet East, as shown on Division of Land Survey and Acquisition Parcel Map
File No. 17-10-8-27, and running by azimuths measured clockwise from true South:

1. 49° 41 300.00 feet along Lot D-2-B {Map 4) of Land Court
Application 1266;
2. 139° 4t 150.05 feet along remainder of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of

Land Court Application 1266:

3. 229° a4t 300.24 feet along same;
Thence along the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway on a curve to
the right with a radius of 1,612.28 feet,
the chord azimuth and distance being:

4. 319° 46 24" 150.05 feet fto the point of beginning and
containing an area of 1.038 acres.

COROGDI.ROG 3




IN THE MATTER OF
NOTICE

STATE OF HAWARIL i

City and County of Honolulu

_Carmie Asuncion hemng duly swom,

deposes and says that she s a clerk. duly authonized w
execute this affidavil of MidWeek Printing, Inc., publisher
of MidWeek and the Honolulu Star-Butletin, that said
newspapers are newspapers of general circulation in the
State of Hawan, and that the attached notice is true notice
a5 was published 1n the aforementioned newspapers as
follows:

MidWeek __Lmeson
Honolhlu Star- Bulictin ! ames on
Q34042006

And that affiant is not a panty to or m any wayv interesied in
the above entitled matter.

C. M

Subscribed to and swom before me this élf ___day

of n\&y Qh

/7, Measar) k
atary Pullic of the Fupgfit Jud:
Atate of Mawaa

My commission cxprres_October 07, 2006

ap. 20 0k

Ad# 05521663

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

"zé;é.i‘e“: é"é",‘
& yotary ¥

.“.ullu.'
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Introduced.  02/15/05 By. DONOQVAN DELA CRUZ (BR)

Title:

CITY COUNCH,
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONQLULU. HAWAN

CERTIFICATE
RESCLUTION 06-062

Committeer PUBLIC SAFETY

RESOLUTION FOR CONDEMNATION PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND EOR PUBLIC USE,

TOWIT: HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT KAIPAPAY, KOOLAULOA, DAHU, HAWAI,
AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE ACQUISITION THEREOF 8Y EMINENT

DOMAIN.

Links: RES06-062
- D0156

PUBLIC

02122106  CR-126 - RESOLUTION REPORTED OUT OF COMMITTEE TO BE LAID OVER, ORDERED
SAFETY PUBLISHED AND SUBSEQUENTLY ADOPTED.
COUNCIL 03/01/06  RESOLUTION LAID OVER AND ORDERED PUBLISHED. CR-26 ADOPTED.
APO Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y DJOU Y GARCIA Y
KOBAYASHI Y MARSHALL Y OKINO Y TAM Y
PUBLISH 0304108  RESOLUTION GIST PUBLISHED IN THE HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN.
COUNCIL 03/45/08  RESOLUTION ADOPTED.
APO Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y DJOU E GARCIA Y
KOBAYASHI Y MARSHALL Y OKING Y TAM E

+ hereby curtify 1hat the above 15 3 tue record of action by tho Counca

Oleese C. ol Cop

DENISE C. OE COSTA, CITY CLERK

DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, CHAIR AND PRES




OPPOSE RESOLUTION 22-11

This was the old eminent domain taking that I was ceferring to in my
testimony to the City Council.

There are a lot of unanswered questions to this Resolution. Tsuneyoshi
kept referring to in her actions to seize property from the Taufa Family
that the Taufa was dumping in “Protected Wetlands”. But the city did
not mention “Protected Wetlands” in its Reso 06-062 for eminent
domain to relocate the Hau'ula Fire Station. (Besides that is a state and
federal kuleana.)

Something as drastic and severe as a private taking must be executed
only through thorough study, good data, and deliberations. Do we have
“Protected Wetlands” data yet?

There were also other issues that were not carefully vetted, like the
drainage culverts from surrounding areas, the fact that this property
was formerly a homeless encampment and what dumping was done
then, and so on.

City Council member Tsuneyoshi failed badly in protecting private
property rights and in reaching out to her constituent, an immigrant
family from the Island of Tonga who is in trouble.

The environment is very important but so is social justice and Due
Process. Eminent Domain or Judicial Foreclosure is the harshest stick
by the city. It must be the last resort and handled carefully and fairly.

Choon James

Documentation for City’s old Resolution 06-062

http:/ /www4 honolulu. gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/ Docu
ment-45806/ 1968g93q.pdf




RESOLUTION 06-062 -— COMMITTEE REPORT 126

HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION. Providing for the
acquisition of land for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation and
determining and declaring the necessity of the acquisition
thereof by eminent domain.

Administration/Others Thomas Miyata, Land Division,
Department of Design and Construction (DDC) Battalion
Chief Emmit Kane, Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) There
was no public testimony.

Mr. Miyata urged the Committee to pass the Resolution to
authorize condemnation, if necessary, for land in Hauula for
a new fire station. He explained that the DDC is still in
negotiations with the property owner.

Chief Kane explained the proposed relocation of the Hauula
Fire Station. The current facility, which was built in 1965, is
in deterioration, inadequate in space, and worst of all,
resides in an inundation zone. A study conducted in 2000
identified a 7 Public Safety Committee Minutes Wednesday,
February 22, 2006 preferred site at the corner of Hanaimoa
Street and Hauula Homestead Road, about 700 feet mauka
of Kamehameha Highway. However, the proposal was met
with strong opposition because access to the site is through
a residential area. Other sites were considered, but were
also withdrawn due to changes in ownership or for other
reasons. Of the remaining sites, the HFD is now considering
a 1 to 1.5-acre parcel adjacent to Hauula Shopping Center
along Kamehameha Highway. The location is centralized

with adequate space to meet current and future needs, and
most importantly, it is situated outside of the
inundation zone.




Committee Member Garcia requested that the HFD consider
incorporating an EMS unit at the new fire station to better
serve the area. Chief Kane noted that he is unaware of any
plans to include an EMS unit at this time. The plan is to build
a three-bay station to accommodate auxiliary equipment.

Committee Chair Okino commented that the designated
EMS site for the area is located next to the Kahuku Fire
Station.

Committee Member Marshall questioned the need to
authorize for condemnation if negotiations are still ongoing
and whether the condemnation is being used as a
bargaining chip. Mr. Miyata explained the lengthy process,
which includes a threemonth period for the Council to pass a
resolution to authorize condemnation. He explained that the
property’s date of value is established upon filing the papers
with the courts, thus, the longer it takes to file, the higher the
price could be. The City would proceed with condemnation
only if the terms of the sale could not be agreed upon. He
does not use the process as a bargaining chip, but he admits
that it brings all parties to the table. An offer has been made
and a response was received four months ago indicating that
the owner will have an appraisal done, but a counteroffer
has not yet been received.

In response to Committee Member Marshall, Chief Kane
explained that there were other desirable sites, but the
subject site is outside the inundation

Zone with adequate space and within a centralized area to
maintain a standard of coverage.



Committee Chair Okino commented that the Resolution to
authorize condemnation is a standard practice in order to
bring earnestness to the negotiation process. A new fire
station is needed in the Hauula area and it is fortunate that
there is still a parcel available that is adequate in size

and outside of the inundation zone.

In response to Committee Member Tam's request, Mr.
Miyata agreed to update the Committee regarding the status
of negotiations. 8 Public Safety Committee Minutes
Wednesday, February 22, 2006

Resolution 06-062 reported out to be laid over at the March
1, 2006 Council meeting, be published, and thereafter be
adopted at a subsequent meeting. AYES: OKINO (Chair),
DJOU, GARCIA, MARSHALL, TAM - 5. NOES: None.




DEPARTMENT OF THE CORPORATION COLINSEL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
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February 14, 2006

The Honorable Donovan M, Dela Cruz, Chair .
and Members of the City Council =

City Council = e
City and County of Honolulu . _
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 - i

Dear Council Chair Dela Cruz and Counciimembers: - -_, -

Re: Hauula Fire Station Relocation, Parce! 1 e

We transmit herewith for your consideration and adoption a draft of a
resolution providing for the acquisition of land for the Hauula Fire Station
Relocation project at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Qahu, Hawaii.

Parcel 1 comprises a total area of 1.038 acres and is shown in color on
the 15 sets of maps atiached hereto.

Condemnation has been requested by the Depariment of Design and
Construction {0 expedite acquisition.

Very truly you[s_. \
U Fy-

WINSTON K, Q. WONG
Deputy Corporation Counsel

APPROVED:

CARRIE K. S. OK!NAGA6

Corporation Counsel

WKW.di
Aftachs . . Ty
Drepr Cont No. (N

CCL-CORDD004.RO6 KW




CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONGCLULU Na

HONOLULL, HAW AN

RESOLUTION

(FOR CONDEMNATION)

PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE, TO WIT:
HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA,
OAHU, HAWAM, AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE
ACQUISITION THEREOF BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu:
L

That for public use and purpose, to wit: Hauula Fire Station Relocation, Parcel 1
(TMK: 5-4-004-021 (portion)), situate at Kaipapau, Kootauloa, Oahu, Hawaii,
proceedings in eminent domain as provided by law be instituted for the acquisition of
Parcel 1 in fee simple, the description of which parced of land is attached hereto and
made a part hereof, and that the Corporation Counsel of the City and County of
Honolulu be and she is hereby authorized and empowered (o institute the said
proceedings.

That this acquisition by eminent domain is necessary for the aforesaid public use
and purpose.

1.

That in the process of said proceedings in eminent domain, the Corporation
Counsel be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to negotiate terms of
setlement, subject to the approval of this Council and/or of the Court before which such
proceedings are commmenced.

COR00004 Fo6




22N\ CITY COUNCIL

B9/ CITY AND COUNTY CF HONOLULU No
% HONOLULU, HAWAJ) '

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Council that the Clerk be and is hereby
directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the Department of Design and
Construction and to the Department of the Corporation Counsel.

INTRODUCED BY:
Councilmembers
DATE OF INTRODUCTION:
Honolulu, Hawaii
Approved this day of , 2006,

MUFI HANNEMANN, Mayor
City and County of Honolulu

CORIOD T ROG 2




CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No

2N CITY COUNCIL

HONQLULU, HAWARN

RESOLUTION

HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION

PARCEL 1
(Fee Simple)

Being a portion of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of Land Court Application 1266 and
covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. 613.311. Situate at Kaipapau, Koolauloa,
Oahu, Hawait.

Beginning at the East comer of this parce! of land. being also the North
comner of Lot D-2-B {Map 4) of Land Court Application 1266, on the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway, the coordinates of said point of beginning referred to
Government Survey Triangulation Station "KAIPAPAU" being 1,163.93 feet North and
2,080.15 feet East, as shown on Division of Land Survey and Acquisition Parcel Map
File No. 17-10-8-27, and running by azimuths measured clockwise from true South:

1. 49° 49 30000 feet along Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court
Application 1266;

2. 138° a4t 150.05 feet along remainder of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of
Land Court Application 1266;

3. 229° a4t 300.24 feet along same;
Thence along the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway on a curve to
the nght with a radius of 1,612.28 feet,
the chord azimuth and distance being:

4. 319° 46 24" 150.05 feet to the point of beginning and
containing an area of 1.038 acres.

CORDGOO1.ROB 3
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222 9:00 PM CITY COUNCIL
CITY COUNCIL,
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONGLULU, HAWAJL
STATUS
RESOLUTION 06-062

Introduced: 02/15/06 By- DONOVAN DELA CRUZ (BR) Committee: PUBLIC SAFETY

Title: RESOLUTION FOR CONDEMNATION PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE.
TOWIT: HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA., OAHU, HAWAII
AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE ACQUISITION THEREOF BY

EMINENT DOMAIN.
Links: RES06-062
D-0156
PUBLIC 02/22/06  CR-126 - RESOLUTION REPORTED QUT OF COMMITTEE TQO BE LAID OVER.
SAFETY ORDERED PUBLISHED AND SUBSEQUENTLY ADOPTED.
COUNCIL  03/0108  RESOLUTION LAID OVER AND ORDERED PUBLISHED. CR-126 ADOPTED.
APO Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y Doy v GARCIA Y
KOBAYASHI Y MARSHALL Y OKINO Y TAM Y
PUBLISH 03/04/06 RESOLUTION GIST PUBLISHED IN THE HONGCLULU STAR BULLETIN.
COUNCIL 0311506 RESOLUTION ADGPTED,
APO Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y DJOU E GARCIA Y
KOBAYASHI Y MARSHALL Y OKINO ¥ TAM E
MAYOR 0316106 RESOLUTION TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR FQR APPROVAL
MAYOR 03/31/06  RESOLUTION RETURNED APPROVED BY MAYOR.
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Relaled Communications.

No, Erom

R-01 CORPORATION COUNSEL ~ Submitting a resolution relating to the acquisition of land
for the Hauuta Fire Station Relocation project.

MM:050 RESOLUTION RETURNED APPROVED BY MAYOR.
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CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU N 14-1
HONOLULU, HAWAIL o. =

RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO DiSMISS ANY PENDING EMINENT
DOMAIN PROCEEDINGS TO ACQUIRE PRIVATE LAND FOR PUBLIC USE AND BY
NECESSITY FOR THE HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION PROJECT.

WHEREAS, by Resolution 06-62, adopted on March 15, 20086, the Council
authorized the acquisition by eminent domain of certain land in fee simple—identified as
Tax Map Key No. 5-4-004-021 (por.)-for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation project at
Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Oahu: and

WHEREAS, by Resolution 10-3, adopted on February 24, 2010, the Council
authorized the acquisition by eminent domain of certain land in fee simple—tdentified as
Tax Map Key Nos. 5-4-018-064 and 5-4-018-065—for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation
project at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Oahu: and

WHEREAS, the City's authority to take private property by eminent domain is a
drastic measure that should only be used when necessary. Resolutions 06-62 and 10-3
included a declaration, pursuant to the requirements of the Revised Charter, that the
eminent domain proceedings authorized thereby were "necessary” for a public purpose:;
and

WHEREAS, it now appears that eminent domain proceedings may not be
necessary for a new Hauula Fire Station, for the following reasons:

¢ The rationale presented by the Adminstration for relocating the Hauula Fire
Station--that the current site is in a flood zone—is contradicted by the fact that
the preferred site selected for the new station is a beachfront ot of 1.65 acres
subject to ocean inundation. The current, existing fire station site has never
flooded. Hence, it can be demolished and a new station can be built on the
existing site. Located immediately mauka of the current existing fire station
are two vacant parcels-one parcel of 1.41 acres is owned by the State of
Hawaii and the second parcel of 0.58 acres is owned by the City and County
of Honolulu: and

= It has been reported that the new station will cost $13 million, which is far
above the cost of an average fire station and more than appears necessary
for a rural area such as Hauula. The need for such an extravagant facility is
questionable in light of the City's current fiscal situation: and




7N\ CITY COUNCIL

[
B/ CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
NS HONOLULU, HAWAI! No. 14-1

RESOLUTION

* Parcel 1-5-4-18-65 is the last privately-owned business-zoned vacant parcel
in the rural area. It should be maintained for small business opportunities and
related commercial services in ruraf Hauula. The Administration acquired
business-zoned parcel 1-5-4-18-64 in 2010, which provides a much desired
and needed recycling center and should be continued to reflect the
overwhelming will of the people in Haauia;

and

WHEREAS, the Council therefore feels that the City should discontinue any
efforts to acquire any of the above-identified properties by eminent domain; now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it urges
the City Administration to dismiss any pending eminent domain proceedings for the
acquisition of any of the above-identified properties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council further urges the Administration to
consider alternatives to the current siting and size of the proposed new Hauula Fire
Station; and




 CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONGOLULY N 14-1
HONGLULU, HAWAI 0. =

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Managing Director, the Director of Design and Construction, and the
Corporation Counsel.

INTRODUCED BY:

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

530 BOUTH KNG STREC! AOAM 202 « HONOLULY, suwasd 56353
TELITWOKT {ALRI 224141 = FAR (OCAY 527-5557 » IRTERNLT- werw ol gov
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£ -
March 31, 2006 s =5
= =2
Ms. Denisc C. De Costa ;"'" - o
City Clerk - = ;
Office of the City Clerk = =
City and County of Honolulu
Honoluiu, Hawaii 96813

Pear Ms. De Costa:

Re: APPROVED RESOLUTION

The following resolution is approved and returned herewith:

Res, 06-062 PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE,
TO WIT: HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT
KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA, OAHU, HAWATN, AND DETERMINING

AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE ACQUISITION
THEREQF BY EMINENT DOMAIN,

Yours truty,

Mufi Hahn

Mayor
MH:aa

Attachments

Mayor’s Message No.___050




N CITY COUNCIL
éﬁ gT!(AND COUNTY OF HONE;LLIJLU No. 06-062

HONCLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

{FOR CONDEMNATION)

PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE, TO WIT:
HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT KAIPAPAL, KOOLAULOA,
OAHU, HAWAIL, AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE
ACQUISITION THEREOF BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu:
1.

That for public use and purpose, to wit: Hauula Fire Station Relocation, Parce! 1
(TMK: 5-4-004-021 (portion)), situate at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Oahu, Hawalii,
proceedings in eminent domain as provided by law be instituted for the acquisition of
Parcel 1 in fee simple, the description of which parcel of land is attached hereto and
rmade a part hereof, and that the Corporation Counsel of the City and County of
Honolulu be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to institute the said
proceedings.

That this acquisition by eminent domain is necessary for the aforesaid public use
and purpose.

That in the process of said proceedings in eminent domain, the Corporation
Counsel be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to negotiate terms of
settlemant, subject to the approval of this Council and/or of the Court before which such
proceedings are commenced.

S 0156  PS




W CITY COUNCIL N

f  CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No. 0 6 - 0 t« :

HONOLLHU, HAWAI

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Council that the Clerk be and is hereby
directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the Department of Design and
Construction and to the Department of the Corporation Counsel.

i

Counciimembers
DATE OF INTRODUCTION:
FEB 15 2605
Honotulu, Hawaii
Approved this 3198 dayof Mk , 2006.

ol

MUF! WNWamt
City and Courtty af=onolulu
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F2R CITY COUNCIL 06-062
{74 CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No.
S HONOLULU. HAWAI!

RESOLUTION

HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION

PARCEL 1
(Fee Simple)

Being a portion of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of Land Court Application 1266 and
covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. 613,311, Situate at Kaipapau, Koolauloa,
Qzhu, Hawaii.

Beginning at the East corner of this parce! of land, being also the North
comer of Lot D-2-B {Map 4) of Land Court Application 1266, on the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway, the coordinates of said point of beginning referred to
Government Survey Triangulation Station "KAIPAPAY" being 1,163.93 feet North and
2,080.15 feet East, as shown on Division of Land Survey and Acquisition Parcel Map
File No. 17-10-8-27, and running by azimuths measured clockwise from true South:

1. 49° 471 300.00 feet along Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court
Application 1266;
2. 139° 4r 15005 feet along remainder of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of

Land Court Application 1266;
3. 229° 4rv 300.24 feet along same;

Thence along the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway on a curve fo
the right with a radius of 1,612.28 feet,
the chord azimuth and distance being:

4. 319° 46 24" 150.05 feet to the point of beginning and
containing an area of 1.038 acres.

COROOCO1.RO6 3




IN THE MATTER OF )
NOTICE }

)

)

)

)

)

)

STATE OF HAWATI )

) §S.
City and County of Honolulu )

Came Asuncion e being duly sworn,
deposes and says that she is a clerk, duly authonzed 1o
exceute s affidavit of MidWeek Printing, Inc., publisher
of MidWecek and the Honolulu Star-Bulietin, that said
newspapers ane newspapers of general circulation in the
State of Hawaii, and that the attached notice is true nouce
as was published in the aforementioned newspapers as
follows:

MidWeek times an
Honolulu Star-Bulletin i times on
03042000

And that affiantis not & party to or in any way interested in

the above entisled master,
C.uniumns

Subscnbed 1o and sworn before me tus é‘g day

of H\OJ( (.\rh AD. 30...0“_._

Fotary Public of :hi:y(

Rlate nf Plawasi

My commussion cxpires_Oclober 07, 2006

Ad# 05521663

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
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Introduced  02/15/06 By DONOVAN DELA CRUZ (BR)

Title:

CITY COUNCIL
CITY ARD COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULL, HAawAl

CERTIFICATE
RESOLUTION 06-062

Commiice: PUBLIC SAFETY

RESOLUTION FOR CONDEMNATION PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE,

TO WIT- HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, SITUATE AT KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA OAHLU, HAWAIIL
AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE ACQUISITION THEREQF BY EMINENT

DOMAIN.
Links: RES06-062
pusBLIC 02/22/06  CR-126 - RESQOLUTION REPORTED OUT OF COMMITTEE TO BE LAID OVER, ORDEREB-
SAFETY PUBLISHED AND SUBSEQUENTLY ADOPTED.
COUNCIL  0301X6  RESOLUTION LAID OVER AND QRDERED PUBLISHED. CR-126 ADOFTED. —_
APO Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y Dou v GARCiA Y
KOBAYASH! Y MARSHALL Y OKINO Y TAM Y
PUBLISH  03/04M6 RESOLUTION GIST PUBLISHED IN THE HONGCLULY STAR BULLETIN.
COUNCIL  03/15/06 RESOLUTION ADOPTED.
APQ Y CACHOLA Y DELACRUZ Y DIOU E GARCIA Y
KOBAYASHI Y MARSHALL Y OKINO Y TAM E

1 herebry cerlify that the: sbove
1
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OENISE C. D& COSTA CITY CLERK

DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, CHAIR AND PRESICN




From:

Sent:
Subject:
Attachments:

CLK Council Info

Thursday, March 3, 2022 6:43 PM

Council Testimony

20220303184301_RESO_22-11
__-_Concurrent_State_Legislature_BILL_HB1434.pdf

Written Testimony

Name

Phone

Email
Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee

Agenda ltem

Your position
on the matter

Representing
Organization

Written
Testimony

Choon James

ChoonJamesHawaii@gmail.com
02-03-2022

Council
Resolution 22-11
Oppose

Self

Aloha,

I'm sharing these documents for the record relating to this very quick
taking authored by District 2 City Council Member Heidi Tsuneyoshi.

I'm very concerned that Resolution only took 25 days to introduce and
adopt.

The takings of a private property is one of the biggest sticks that a
government can impose, next to imprisonment and the death penaity.

Again, I'm very concerned about providing excessive powers to the
Department of Planning & Permitting without specific criteria and
parameters. There are too much arbitrary options.

Please note the attached PDF file of Hawaii Legislature HB 1434
where on February 23, 2022 when Tsuneyoshi's Resolution 22-11 was
adopted, this HB 1434,

This HB goes a step higher - to allow DPP to exercise NON-Judicial
Foreclosure on private properties through DPP Fines.

Private Property Rights along with Free Speech and Due Process
must be safeguarded fiercely.



Mahalo,
Choon James

Testimony 20220303184301_RESO_22-11__ -
Attachment _Concurrent_State_Legislature_BILL_HB1434.pdf

Accept Terms
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67
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CITY AND COUNTY OF HO [» I
520 S0UTH KING BSTREET, ROOM
HONCLULUY, H WAILL 96813-23
TELEPHONE:; {803) 768-5010 » FAX: {808B) 768
February 18, 2022
TO: CHAIR MM;. NAKASHIMA, COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAHAN
AFFAIRS
VICE CHAIR SCOT Z. MATAYOSHI, COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY &
HAWATAN AFFAIRS
FROM: councrwmseﬁc&ﬁm SAY

HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT V
SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 1434

Aloha Chair Nakashima, Vicc Chair Matayoshi, and Members of the Commitiee on Judiciary &
Hawniian Affairs:

| am a current member of the Honolulu City Councit representing District 5 and serving as the Chair
of the Budget Committee. 1 stand in support of House Bill 1434, which aims to authorize counties,
after adoption of an ordinance, to sell private property after all notices, orders, and appeal
proceedings 2re exhausted and to use those revenues to pay unpaid civil fines related (o that property,

Within the district | represent, we have multiple properties with Notices of Vielations and/or Notices
of Orders which have resulted in substantial fines to the property owners, These properties have
brought health and safcty hazards to the neighboring residents end community; however, the

accruing fines have not been a strong enough ncentive to move the property owners to corrective
action.

Qur City Corporation Counsel is currently able to initiate a Judicial Foreclosure process, which has
been successful in similar instances; however, this is a long process that takes valuable resources
awny from other pressing legal matters. it also leaves the commtmity with detrimental public
nuisances such as fires, trash, and vermin. House Bill 1434 would aliow the City to keep our
neighborhoods safe by stopping illegal activities, heslth hazards, and other public nuisances on
praperties in a more efficient and expeditious manner.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 1434, Thank You for your time and
consideration.




DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND PERMITTING

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

850 SOUTH KING STREET, 7M FLOOR = HONOLULLE, HAWAI 08813
PHONE: (BOS) 7888000 » FAX (300) 753.8041
DEPT. WEB SITE: www honokiudop orn

DEAN UCHDA

DIRECTOR
m&tﬁggml DAWN TAKEUCHT APUNA
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
EUGENE H. TAKAHASH
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

February 23, 2022

The Honorable Mark M. Nakashima, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary
and Hawaiian Affairs

Hawaii House of Representatives

Hawaii State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Nakashima and Commitice Members:

Subject: House Bill No. 1434, HD 1
Relating to the Counties

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) strongly supports House Bill
No. 1434, HD 1, which would allow the counties to collect on liens filed on properties for
civil fines through a non-judicial foreclosure process.

This Bill will specifically address the need at the City to bring closure to pending
civil fines imposed on landowners who are in violation of the City’s land use and building
ordinances. Cumently, violators are issued a Notice of Violation and provided time to
cure the violation, either by removing the violation or obtaining the proper approvals. if
no action is taken by the landowner, a Notice of Order is issued with daily civil fines
imposed until the violation is comected. Once the fines accrue to a certain amount
based on the type of violation, a lien is placed on the property. The DPP also flags the
landowner's driver’s license, motor vehicle registration, etc., which the owner will not be
able to renew untit the fines are paid.

Unfortunately, many of our liens go uncollected, and violators continue to break
the law. The City's Corporation Counsel (COR) lacks sufficient resources to invest in
the lengthy judicial foreclosure process. Having the ability to pursue an administrative
foreclosure process to address outstanding liens and civil fines will give some leverage
over the landowner to comply or lose their property.

We have an existing situation in Hauula, where the owner of a property in the
Agricuttural district is tuming the site into a base yard for his construction business. The
neighbors are complaining, the Councilmember representing that district is complaining,
and we have exhausted our current legal remedies. We have issued NOVs and NOOs




The Honorable Mark M. Nakashima, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary
and Hawaiian Affairs

Hawaii House of Representatives

House BHi No. 1434, HD 1

February 23, 2022

Page 2

to stop the work and imposed civil fines that are well over $400,000. We have
requested assistance from the Prosecutor's Office, which has declined to pursue
charges without a criminal investigation being conducted. The DPP has filed a
complaint with DCCA/RICO (contractor’s license), and it has declined to pursue the
complaint because the actions were taken on his own private property. Currently, we
are having COR work on an injunction against the landowner and seeing if we can
pursue a criminal investigation in support of prosecution. The DPP is also aware of an
ongoing State Attorney General investigation that DPP is assisting, as needed. Having
the ability to administratively foreclose would give us more control of the landowner to
cease the illegal activities on his property.

Currently, the counties have legistative authority to use the non-judicial
foreclosure process to collect on real property tax liens, The proposed legislation wouid

extend this authority to the counties to use a similar process to collect on liens based on
civil fines.

We respectfully request your support and approve this important legislation,
‘Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
Vety truly yours,

-

ean Uchida
Director
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CITY COUNCIL

€CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLUL
530 BSOUTH KING STRCET,. ROOM 24
HONOLULUY, HAWAII 96812-308
TELFPHONE. {808} 768-5010 » FAX. (808) 768

g
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Coreimente erits LATE

Cheair, Committee on Zoning and Pranning
Tedephono: (808) 763-5008
Email; belcfanto@@honol

uly.gov

The Honorable Mark M. Nakashima, Chair
The Honorable Scot Z. Matayoshi, Vice Chair
And Members. of the House Commitiee on Judiciary and Hawahan Affairs

Subject: Testimony in Support of HB 1434, HD1, Retating to the Counties
Hearing: Wodnesday, February 23, 2022 at 2:00 p.m., Conference Room 325

F'm Brandon Elefanta, Honolulu City Councilmember and Chair of the Zoning ard Planning Committee. | am
tostifying in strong support of HB 1434, HD1.

The Bill amends Section 46-1.5 of HRS to authorize counties, including the City and County of Honolulu (City). after

adoption of an ardinance, to sell private property aftar all notices, orders, and appeal proceedings are exhausted
and to use those revenues to pay unpaid civll fines related to that property.

The Bill will provide the City and DPP with an additional, effective tool to stop the illegal actions and public nuisance
occurting on the propesty through a non-judicial foreciosure, which & less fime-consuming and more efficient than
the judicial foreclosure process.

Plcase adopt HB 1434, HD1.

Sincerely,

FEB-

Brarkion Elefante




DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND PERMITTING

CITY ANDCOUNTY OF HONOLULU

€50 SOUTH KING STREET, 77" FLOOR, = HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813
PHONE: (B09) 788-8000 = FAX: (803) y62-8041

DEFT. WEB SITL: www honolutudpp.org « CITY WEB SITE: wyrw honokuu. pov
DEAN JCHIDA
DIRECTOR

DAV TAKEUCHI APUNA
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

EUGENE H. TAXAHASHS
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

RICK BLANGIARDt
MAYOR

February 15, 2022

The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Consumer
Protection and Commerce

Hawaii House of Representatives

Hawaii State Capitol

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Johanson and Committee Members:

Subject: House Bill No. 1434
Relating to the Counties

The Depariment of Planning and Permitting (DPP) strongly supports House Bill
No. 1434, which would allow the counties to collect on liens filed on properties for civil
fines through a non-judicial foreclosure process.

This Bill will specifically address the need at the City to bring closure to pending
civil fines imposed on landowners who are in violation of the City’s land use and building
ordinances. Currently, violators are issued a Notice of Violation and provided time to
cure the violation, either by removing the viclation or obtaining the proper approvals_ If
no action is taken by the landowner, a Notice of Order is issued with daily civil fines
imposed until the violation is comrected. Once the fines acerue to a certain amount
based on the type of violation, a lien is placed on the property. The DPP also flags the
landowner’s driver’s license, motor vehicle registration, etc., which the owner will not be
able to renew until the fines are paid.

Unfartunately, many of our liens go uncollected, and violators continue to break
the law. The City’s Comporation Counsel (COR) lacks sufficient resources to invest in
the lengthy judicial foreclosure process. Having the ability to pursue an administrative
foreclosure process to address outstanding liens and civil fines will give some leverage
over the landowner to comply or lose their property.

We have an existing situation in Hauula, where the owner of a property in the
Agricuitural district is tuming the site into a base yard for his construction business. The
neighbors are complaining, the Councilmember representing that district is comptaining,
and we have exhausted our current legal remedies. We have issued NOVs and NOOs




The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Consumer
Protection and Commerce

Hawaii House of Representatives

House Bill No. 1434

February 15, 2022

Page 2

to stop the work and imposed civil fines that are well over $400,000. We have
requested assistance from the Presecutor's Office, which has declined to pursue
charges without a criminal investigation being conducted. The DPP has filed a
compiaint with DCCA/RICO (contractor’s license), and it has declined to pursue the
complaint because the actions were taken on his own private property. Currently, we
are having COR work on an injunction against the landowner and seeing if we can
pursue a criminal investigation in support of prosecution. The DPP is also aware of an
ongoing State Attomey General investigation that DPP is assisting, as needed. Having
the ability to administratively foreclose would give us more control of the landowner to
cease the illegal activities on his property.

Currently, the counties have legislative authority to use the nonjudicial
foreclosure process to collect on real property tax liens. The proposed legislation would
extend this authority to the counties to use a similar process to coliect on fiens based on
civil fines.

We respectfully request your support and approve this important legistation.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify,

Very truly yours,

Dean Uchida
Director



TOMMY WATERS

HonNoLuru Crry CounciL, DISTRICT 4
PHONE: 768-5004 FAX: 7681171
EMATL: tommy,waters@honolulu.gov

February 14, 2022

House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce
Representative Aaron Johanson, Chair

Representative Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair

Members of the Committee

RE: Testimony in Support of HB 1434 — Relating to Counties

Aloha Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and members of the committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to share my support for HB 1434, Relating to Counties. The
purpose of this bill is to grant counties with the express authority to engage in the non-judicial
foreclosure process if the county adopts ardinances or rules establishing the process. My support
for this measure is specific to public nuisances, specifically the habitual or bad actors who
continue to ignore the fines, liens, and other administrative penalties that the City and County of
Honolulu’s Department of Planning and Permitting assesses. Neighbors of these public nuisance
properties are negatively affected and experience frastration with having owners address these
issues,

property owners who neglect to address public nuisances and ignore multiple warnings, penalties,
and fines can face foreclosure actions to protect our communities and maintain 2 high quality of
life for neighboring residents. Thank you for hearing this important measure

Mahalo,

Ao e

Councibmember Tommy Waters
District 4 (Hawaii Kai, Kulicuou, Niu Valley, Aina Haina, Wuilupe, Waialae-Iki, Kalani Valley,

Kahala, Wilhemina Rise, Raimuki, portions of Kapahulu, Diamond Head, Black Point, Waikiki,
and Ala Moana Beach Park)




CITY AND COQUNTY OF HON
530 SOUTH KING STREET., RO
HONOLULU, HAWAII 8868
TELEPHONE: {(308) /68-50%0 » FAX: (808) 76

ESTHER KIA'AINA

VICE CHAIR

HONOLULU CITY COUNGIL, DISTRICT 3
Email: ekisama@honolulu.gov
Telephone: (808) 7658-5003

February 14, 2022

Aloha Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and members of the House Committee
on Consumer Protection and Commerce:

As Vice Chair of the Honolulu City Council, | write in support of HB1434, which
would grant counties with the express authority to initiate non-judicial foreclosures
on properties if the county adopts ordinances or rules establishing the process.

Unfortunately, despite the City and County of Honolulu’s Department of Permitting
and Planning’s attempt to address public nuisances, there are noncompliant
individuals who continue to ignore fines, liens, and other administrative penalties,
oftentimes to the detriment of the community.

In 2021, the Council passed 8l 17, which became Ordinance 21 -19, requiring
owners of public nuisances that reach a specific threshold to have administrative
liens attached to other City fees and provided no reduction in fines. However,
despite this new ordinance, the City continues to face challenges with compliance.
Having a non+judicial foreclosure option will provide a necessary tool for the City to
protect our communities and maintain a high quality of life for neighboring residents
from property owners who do not address public nuisances and ignore wamings,
penalties, and fines.

Thank you for your consideration of my testimony on this important matter.
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The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair
The Honorabla Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair
And Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Subject: Testimony in Support of HB 1434 Rolaling to the Counties
Hearing: Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at 2:00 p.m.. Canference Room 329

'm Brandon Elefante, Honohulu City Counciimember and Chair of the Zoning and Planning Committes. | am
teslifying in strong support of HB 1434,

The Bill amends Section 46-1.5 of HRS to authorize counties, including the City and County of Honoluhy (City), aftor
adoption of an ordinance, to sell private property after afl nolices, orders, and appaat proceedings are exhausted
and to use those revenues to pay unpaid civil fines related to that property.

it is my understanding that the City has numerous situations where property owners continue with illegal actions,
causing a pudlic nuisance Lo the surrounding communitics, despite the City's Department of Planning and
Pemmitting (DPP) issuing multiple Notice of Viokations and Notice of Orders.

The Blit will provide the City and DPP with an additional, affective too! to stop the illegal actions and public nuisance
occuring on the property through a non-judicial foreciosure, which is less time.conguming and maore efficient than
the judicial foreclosure process.

Please adopt HB 1434,

Shncerely,

CETS-

Brandon Elefante




CITY AND COUNTY OF NOQL UyULuU
530 B8OUTH KING STREELCT. OQOM 202
HONOQLULU., HAWAII 96813-306¢665%
TELEPHONE: (908) 768-5010 « FAX- (608) 768 .50 11
Counclimember District 5
Telephone: (808) 768-5005
Emazit: chysay@honclutugov
February 15, 2022
TOC: CHAIR AARON LING JOHANSON, COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER
PROTECTION AND COMMERCE
VICE CHAIR LISA KITAGAWA, COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION
AND COMMERCE
FROM: COUNCILMEMBER CALVIN SAY

HONOLULVU CITY COUNCIL, DISTRICT V
SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 1434

Aloha Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee on Consumer
Protection and Commerce:

1'am a current member of the Honolulu City Council representing District 5 and serving as the Chair
of the Budget Committce. I stand in support of House Bill 1434, which aims to authorize counties,
after adoption of an ordinance, to scll private property aficr all notices, orders, and appeal
proceedings are exhausted and 10 use those revenues to pay unpaid civil fines rclated to that property.

Within the district I represent, we have multiple properties with Notices of Violations and/or Notices
of Orders which have resulted in substantial fines to the property owners. These properties have
brought health and safety hazards to the neighboring residents and community; however, the
accruing fines have not been a strong enough incentive 10 move the property owners to cormective
action.

Our City Corporation Counsel is currently able to initiate a Judicial Foreclosyre process, which has
been successful in similar instances; however, this is a long process that takes valuable resources
away from other pressing legal matters. It also feaves the community with detrimental public
nuisances such as fires, trash, and vermin. House Bill 1434 would allow the City to keep owr
neighborhoods saft by stopping illegsl activitics, health hazards, and other public nuisances on
propesties in a more efficient and expeditious manner.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of Housc Bill 1434. Thank you for your time and
constderation.
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Report Title:
City and County of Honclulu Mayor's Package: Civil Fines; Sale of
Real Property

Description:

Authorizes countiaes, after adoption of an ordinance, to scll
private property after all notices, orders, and appeal proceedings
are exhausted and o use those revenues to pay unpaid civil fines
related to that property. FEffective 1/1/2050. (HD1)

The summary description of legisiation appearing on this page is for informational puposes only and is not
legialation or evidence of legisiative intent.
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(26) Any county may cstablish a captive insurance company pursuant 10 article 19, chapter 431;
and

(27) Each county shall have the power to enact and enforce ordigances regulating towing
operations,”
SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed
and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on January 1, 2050.
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(F)

HB1434 401

detcrmined appropriate, including both the initial

civil fine and any accrued daily civil fine, shall

immediately become due and collectible following

reasonable notice to the violator. If no review of

the accrued civil fine is requested, the amount of

the civil fine, not to excecd the total accrual of

civil fine prior to correcting the violation, shall

immediately become due and collectible following

reasconable notice to the vielator, at the

completion of all appeal proceedings[r]*__AILQL_Alliu__Y
|
1

. | | ) |

Rroperty subjegt to a recorded lien. A pownr of }

e ive within g c |
appropriate and particwlar laws, ordipances, or f
rules establishing the power of sale; and i

If no county agency exists to conduct appeal
proceedings for a particular civil fine action
taken by the county, then one shall be established
by ordinance bgfore the county shall impose the

civil fine;

(25) Any law 10 the contrary potwithstanding, any county mayor, by exccutive order, may

cxempt donors, provider agencies, homeless facilities, and any other program for the homeless
under part X V11 of chapter 346 from real property taxes, waler and sewer development fecs, rates
collected for water supplied to consumers and for use of sewers, and any other county taxes,
charges, or fees; provided that any county may cnact ordinances to regulate and grant the
cxemptions granted by this paragraph;
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(D) At the completion of an appeal in which the
vounty's enforcement action is affirmed and upon
correction of the wiolation if requested by the
violator, the case shall be reviewed by the county
agency that imposed the civil fines to determine
the appropriatencss of the amount of the civil
fines that accrued while the appeal proceedings
were pending. Tn its review of the amount of the
accrued fines, the county agency may consider:

(i) The nature and egregiousness of the viclation;

(1i) The duration of the violation:

{1ii) The number of recurring and other similar
violations;

{iv} Any effort taken by the violator to correct the

violation;

(v} The degree of involvement in causing or

continuing the vioclation;

(vi) Reasons for any delay in the completion of the

appeal: and
{vii} Other extenuating circumstances.

The civil fine that is imposed by administrative
order after this review is completed and the
violaLion is corrected shall be subject to judinial
review, notwithstanding any provisions for
administrative review in county charters;

(F) After completion of a review of the amount of¢
accrued civil finc by the county agency that

imposed the fine, the amount of the civil finc
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HB1434 HD1

fees, or charges as specified by countvy ordinance,
the unpaid civil fines shall be deemed immediately
due, owing, and delinguent and may be callected in
any lawful manner. The procedurce for collection of
unpaid civil fines authorized in this paragraph
shall be in addition to any other procedures for
cellection available to the State and county by law
or rules of the courts;

Each county may impose civil fines upon any person
who places graffiti on any recal or personal
property owned, managed, or maintained by the
county. The fine may be up to $1,000 or may be
equal to the actual cost of having the damaged
property repaired or replaced. The parent or
guardian having custody of a minor who places
graffiti on any real or personal proporty owned,
managed, or maintained by the county shall be
jointly and scverally liable with the minor for any
civil fires imposed hereunder. Any such fine may
be administratively imposed after an opportunity
for a hearing under chapter 91, but such a
proceeding shall not be a prerequisite for any
civil fine ordered by any court. As used in this
subparagraph, "graffiti" means any unauthorized
drawing, inscription, figure, or mark of any type
intenticnally created by paint, ink, chalk, dye, or

similar substances:
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HB1434 M0

fines. Upon recordation of a notice of unpaid
¢ivil fines in the bureau of conveyances, the
amount of the civil fines, including any increase
in the amount of the fine which the county may
455858, shall constituze a lien upon all real
pProperty or rights to real property belonging to
any person liable for the unpaid civil fines., The
lien in favor of the county shall be subordinate te
any lien in favor of any Person recorded or
registered prior to the recordation of the notice
of unpaid civil fines and senior to any lien
recorded or registered after the recordation of the
notice. The lien shall continue until the unpaid
civil fines are paid in full or until a certificate
of release or partial relcase of the lien, prepared
by the county at the owner's expense, is recorded,
The notice of vnpaid civil fines shall gtate the
amount of the fine as of the date of the notice and,
maximum permissible daily increase of the fine.

The county shall not be required to include a
social security number, state general excige
taxpayer identification number, or federal employe:r
identification number on the netice. Recordation
of the notice in the bureau of conveyances shall be
deemed, at such time, for all purposes and without
any further action, to PIocure a lien on land
registered in land court under chapter 501, Aafter

the unpaid civil fines are added to the taxes,
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HB1434 HDY

from the date of the final written decision. These
proccedings shall not be a prereguisite for any
¢ivil fine or injunctive relief ordered by the
circuit court;

Each county by ordinance may provide for the
addition of any unpaid civil fines, ordered by any
court of competent jurisdiction, to any taxes,
fees, or charges, with the exception of fees or
charges for water for residential use and sewer
tharges, collected by the county. Each county by
ordinance may also provide for the addition of any
unpaid administratively wmposed civil fines, which
remain due after all judicial review rights ynder
section 91-14 are exhausted, to any taxes, fees, or
charges, with the exception of water for
residential vuse and sewer charges, collected by the
county. The ordinance shall specify the
administrative procedures for the addition of the
unpaid civil fines to the eligible taxes, fees, or
charges and may require hearings or other
proceedings. After addition of the unpaid civil
fines to the taxes, fees, or charges, the unpaid
civil fines shall not become a part of any taxes,
fees, or charges. The county by ordinance may
condition the issuance or renewal of a license,
approval, or permit for which a fee or charge is
assessed, except for water for residential use and

sewer charges, on payment of the unpaid civil
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(24)

(M

(E)

(F)

(G)

(a)

HB1434 HD1

Collect rates for water supplied to consumers and
for the uvse of sewers;

Install water meters whenever deemed cxpedient;
provided that owners of premises having vested
water tights under existing laws appurtenant to the
premises shall not be charged for the installation
or use of the water meters on the premises; [and]
Take over from the State existing waterworks
systems, including water rights, pipelines, and
other appurtenances belonging thereto, and sewer
Systems, and to enlarge, develop, and improve the
same: and

For purposes of subparagraphs (B} and (Cr:

(1) "Infiltration" mcans groundwater, rainwater,

and saltwater that enters the county sewer
system through cracked, broken, or defective

sewery laterals: and

(ii) *"Inflow"™ means non-sewage entering the county

Sewer system via inappropriate or illegal

connections;
Each county may impose civil fines, in addition to
criminal penalties, for any violation of countcy
ordinances or rules after rcasonable notice and
requests to correct or cease the violation have
been made upon the violator. Any administratively
imposed civil fine shail not be collected unkil
after an opportunity for a hearing under chapter

81. Any appeal shall be filed within thirty days
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HB1434 HDY

streets and the public ways, and lor flushing the
scewers; and

Open, close, construct, or maintain tounty highways
or charge toll on county highways: provided that
all revenuecs received from a toll charge shall be
used for the construction ar maintenance of county

highways:

(20) Each county shall have the power to regulate the renting, subletting, and rental conditions
of property for places of abode by ordinance;

(21) Unless otherwise provided by law, each county shall have the power 1o establish by
ordinance the order of succession of county officials in the event of a military or civil disaster;

(22) Each county shall have the power to suc and be sued in its corpotate name;

(23) Each county shall have the power to:

(RA)

{B)

(C)

Establish and maintain waterworks and sewer works:
Implement a sewer monitoring program that includes
the inspection of sewer laterals that connect to
county sewers, when those laterals are located on
public or private property, after providing a
Property owner not less than ten calendar days*
written notice, to detect leaks from laterals,
infiltration, and inflow, any other law to the
contrary notwithstanding;

Compel an owner of private property upon which is
located any sewer lateral that connects to a county
sewer to inspect that lateral for leaks,
infiitration, and inflow and to pexform repairs as

necessary;
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HB1434 HD1

ordinances made under this paragraph, whe shall
have the same power as given by law TO agents of
the department of health, subject only to
limitations placed on them by the terms and
conditions of their appointments; and

Fix a penalty for the violation of any ordinance,
which penalty may be a misdemcanor, patty
misdemeanor, or violation as defined by general

Law;

(15) Each county shall have the power to provide pubtic pounds; to regulate the impounding of
stray animals and fowl, and their disposition; and to provide for the appointment, powers, duties,
and fees of animal control officers;

(16) Fach county shall have the power to purchase and otherwise acquirc, lcase, and hold real
and personal property within the defined boundaries of the county and to dispose of the real and
personal property as the interests of the inhabitants of the county may require, except that:

(&)

{B)

{C)

Any property held for school purposes may not be
disposed of without the consent of the
superintendent of education;

No property bordering the ocean shall be sold or
otherwise disposed of; and

Al) proceceds from the sale of park lands shall be
expended only for the acquisition of property for

park or recreational purposes;

(17) Each county shall have the power to provide by charter for the prosccution of all offenscs
and to prosecute for offenses against the laws of the State under the authority of the attorney

general of the State;

(18) Each coumty shall have the power to make appropriations in amounts deemed approphniate
from any moneys in the treasury, for the purposc of:

(R)

Community promotion and public celebrations:
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(B) The entertainment of distinguished persons as may
from time to time visit the county!

(C) The entertainment of other distinguished persons,
as well as, public officials when deemed to be in
the best interest of the community: and

{D} The rendering of civie tribute to individuals who,
by virtue of their accomplishments and community
zervice, merit civic commendations, recognition, or

remembrance;
(19) Each county shall have the power to:

{A) Construct, purchase, take on lease, lease,
sublease, or in any other manner écquire, manage,
maintain, or dispose of buildings for county
purposes, sewers, sewer systems, pumping stations,
waterworks, including reservoirs, wells, pipelines,
and other conduits for distributing water to the
public, lighting plants, and apparatus and
appliances for lighting streets and Public
buildings, and manage, regulate, and control the
SaAme ;

(B} Regulate and control the location and quality of
all appliances neccessary to the furnishing of
water, heat, light, power, telephone, and
telecommunications service to the county;

(C} Acquire, requlate, and control any and all

appliances for the Sprinkling and cieaning of the
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Council Testimony
20220303184935_Resolution_22-11__DPP_Sub-Culture.pdf

Written Testimony
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Meeting Date

Council/PH
Committee
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Your position on
the matter

Representing
Organization

Written
Testimony

Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
and Agreement

Choon James

ChoonJamesHawaii@gmail.com
02-03-2022

Council
Resolution 22-11
Oppose

Self

Aloha,

For the purpose of sharing information and research in the future
about this policy-making, I'm sharing these documents for the record
relating to this very quick taking authored by District 2 City Council
Member Heidi Tsuneyoshi.

Many are very concerned about providing excessive powers to the
Department of Planning & Permitting without specific criteria and
parameters. There are too much arbitrary options.

Please note the attached PDF file of selected events that cause the
public to be queazy about allowing DPP more powers to seize private
property through fines and through Judicial or NON-Judicial
Foreclosures.

Private Property Rights along with Free Speech and Due Process
must be safeguarded fiercely.

Mahalo,
Choon James

20220303184935_Resolution_22-11__DPP_Sub-Culture.pdf



Y22, 9:38 P Ym&mlﬂm.ummeWWummmwcm-mmam

Honoluly

Years Before Indictments,
Honolulu Permitting
Department Was Warned
About Corrupt Culture

A city watchdog had raised red flags for years i

) o ) 41
about potential corruption in Honolulu’s &
planning and permitting department.

By Christina Jedra W £ N/ September 29, 2021 r - -
< =

® Reading tme: 15 minutes.

In the decade before federal investigators charged five permitting
employees for bribery, the Honolulu Ethics Commission warned the
Department of Planning and Permitting about questionable behavior by staff
and lax oversight that could lead to abuses of power.

The city watchdog agency investigated the department several times after it
received numerous complaints about a pay-to-play culture, documents show.
Commission attorneys raised concerns about “actual or apparent special
treatment” given to certain customers, according to a confidential memo the
commission sent to DPP in 2012.
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“The appearance of special treatment can be just as detrimental as actual
special treatment because of the potential for doubt to arise in the mind of
the public as to the integrity of the (Permit Issuance) 8ranch,” the memo
states.

The city Ethics Commission launched several investigations in the last decade. None resulted in
charges,

Civil Beat obtained thg memg and several other investigative documents
from 2012 through 2015 through a public records request.

Taken as a whole, the records foreshadow the scandal that erupted earlier
this year.

In March, five current and former DPP employees, along with a local
architect, were indicted for bribery schemes going back as far as 2012.

Former plans examiner Kanani Padeken and the architect, Bill Wong,
pleaded guilty in April. Padeken admitted to expediting Wong's permits for
bribes totaling at least $28,400 from 2017 to 2020, according to her plea
agreement. Wong, CEO of Asia Pacific Architectural Consuitants, admitted to
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bribing Padeken as weli as her boss, to whom he admitted paying at least
$89,205 in 2016 and 2017, his plea agreement states,

Padeken and Wong are ¢ach facing up to 20 years in prison and a fine of up
to $250,000. They are scheduled to be sentenced in April, which is when
trials for the remaining four defendants are slated to begin.

Before the feds stepped in, the five DPP employees accused of crimes were
never disciplined for any wrongdoing, according to their personnel files,
obtained by Civil Beat through a public records request. In fact, some
contained thank you notes, including one from Wong expressing
appreciation for a permit employee’s help expediting a permit.

But the charges were the culmination of years of red flags, the ethics records
show.

Between 2007 and 2012, the Honolulu Ethics Commission received at least
a half dozen tips about DPP, according to the memo, and at least five
investigations were launched between 2012 and 2015, the records show.

“The complaints range
from allegations of
extortion, bribery, and
illegal gifts, to
preferential treatment
for select customers,”
the report states, but
the commission was
unable to prove any of

it. “Because these

Mosas Ramas Kia Tupua, DPP's Empioyce of the Year in 2015,

said he spoke to sthics invesligators several tmes but never saw )
anything come of it difficult to prove, they

types of cases arc very

have yielded no ethics
violations.”
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Still, the commission told DPP leadership about its concerns several times,
including in a March 2010 email from then-ethics director Chuck Totto to
Wayne Inouye, then DPP’s permit issuance branch supervisor,

But the complaints about special treatment and gifts continued, the memo
states. Today, Inouye is one of the defendants awaiting trial for bribery.

Moses Ramos-Kia Tupua, who worked for DPP from 2008 to 2018, said he
was interviewed by ethics staff several times during his time there.

Ethics investigations probed the flow of certain plans to particular
employees, rumors of bribery and a golf tournament in which DPP
employees went home with prizes ranging from gift cards to TVs. Interviews
with DPP staff revealed a culture in which DPP leaders explicitly asked
vendors to donate “special treats” to its Christmas potluck, according to
ethics records.

But no one was ever held accountable, Ramos-Kia Tupua said.

“Nothing ever changed in all those years, so it's like, what is the point?” the
former senior building inspector said. “| think they had every opportunity to
address the issue.”

Dean Uchida, the current DPP director appointed by Mayor Rick Blangiardi,
said the behavior of the past won't be tolerated in this administration. An
investigator and special master are currently assessing the weaknesses in
his department, he said, and other reform efforts are planned or underway.

Uchida wouldn’t say the pay-to-play cuiture in his department has been
rooted out, but he said he’s committed to taking action when wrongdoing is
reported.

"l can’t say it's over at this point.” he said. “But if someone points out
something, we'll investigate it and take action. We're going to fix the
problem.”
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Building Plans Flowing To Specific Clerk Raised
Suspicions

In February 2011, someone told the Ethics Commission that a DPP employee
was giving special treatment to certain permit applicants.

Those customers were allegedly bypassing the regular intake system and
going directly to the staffer to receive expedited building permit application
reviews from her and a colieague, according to the complainant, whose
name is redacted from the memo.

Ethics Commission investigators examined DPP data and noticed an unusual
pattern.

The employee, whose name is also redacted from the report, didn’t take
scheduled or drop-in appointments like her peers and yet was submitting
about the same number of building permit applications into the system as
her colleagues.

Customers can leave plans in DPP's drop box
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The commission also reviewed DPP's drop box, where clients can leave their
plans. A review of drop box records showed that the clerk was not getting all
of her cases from there, the memo said.

“This begs the question: Where does (she) get her customers?” the report
asks.

The commission also found that the employee assigned all plans from two
customers to one particular residential plans reviewer — even when that
reviewer wasn't working.

Overall, the clerk steered a disproportionate number of projects to a single
reviewer, the commission found. Over three years, the employee assigned
approximately 60% of her customers to one reviewer, 40% to another and
none to the third — a violation of DPP policy that required a rotation.

That unequal work distribution resulted in permit review delays, the
commission found.

In addition, the employee admitted to receiving gifts of lunch and other food,
which customers woutd give her outside of the office to avoid the
appearance of impropriety, the report states.

In interviews with ethics staff, DPP employees also raised concerns about
relationships between friends and family that resulted in certain customers
never having to wait for their plans’ approval.

Despite the Ethics Commission's findings, the memo concluded that there
wasn't enough evidence to establish an ethics violation. To proceed with
ethics charges, the commission must have probable cause, Laurie Wong-
Nowinski, the Honolulu Ethics Commission's assistant executive director, said
in an interview,
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City ethics rules state
that means that there
are “facts and
circumstances that
would persuade a
reasonable person to
believe that there has
been a violation of the
standards of conduct” |

Laurie Wong-Nowinski, the Honolulu Ethics Commission's
assistant executive director, said ethics violatons are tough to

couldr’t meet that prove.
threshold in this case,
Wong-Nowinski said.,

The commission

“Believe me, we tried,” she said.

Instead, the commission recommended several steps to increase
transparency and accountability. it encouraged DPP to keep complete intake
logs, require the use of a log sheet to evenly distribute assignments to plans
checkers and implement and advertise a policy prohibiting gifts for staff.

The Ethics Commission delivered its report on the cusp of a change in
mayoral administrations, Wong-Nowinski said, and she doesn't recall hearing
whether DPP implemented changes.

Ramos-Kia Tupua, who left the department in 2018, said DPP didn’t take any
of the commission's advice.

Civil Beat attempted to reach the last four DPP directors for comment.

Jiro Sumada, who was the acting director of DPP in 2012 and now works for
a local construction and project management firm, did not respond to a
request for comment,




N2, &IBPK Years Beforn Indictments, Hondluk Pedmitting Depariren Was Wamnead About Comup! Cuttung - Honciulu Gival Beat
Civil Beat was unable to reach George Atta, who succeeded Sumada, or
Arthur Challacombe, who led DPP in an acting capacity from 2016 to 2017.

Kathy Sokugawa, who was the acting director of DPP from 2017 through
2020, declined to comment.

Years Of Gifts, Food And Prizes

The Ethics Commission shared concerns with DPP several other times in the
last decade, records show.

Rumors of bribery have dogged DPP for decades.

In October 2012, a DPP empioyee reported that her coworker had received a
troubling phone call four or five years earlier. The caller, “a very irate man.”
said he was waiting on a permit for which he had paid another zoning plans
examiner a lot of money, an ethics memo states.

The case was closed for lack of evidence, according to the memo.
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In another case around the same time, someone alleged that 3 DPP worker
was issuing expedited building permits to a client without proper routing and
approvals. But ethics investigators were unable to prove a violation, the
memo states.

“Although the evidence has shown that he does issue building permits for
partial construction or for construction without plans, there is a ioophole in
the city's building code which allows him to do this,” the memo states,
adding that the employee did this for other customers as well.

A year later, in October 2013, the Honolulu Ethics Commission investigated
DPP again.

A complainant tipped off the commission that over two dozen DPP
cmployees planned to participate in a golf tournament funded by Palekana
Permits. The local company offers “permit expediting services” and third-
party reviews in which the code compliance of building plans is certified by a
licensed private sector professional instead of 3 DPP employee.

Permitting companies like Palekana are among DPP’s most frequent clients,
and the ethics report said some of the DPP employees who participated in
the golf event were in a position to approve or deny the company’s permits.
The city ethics code prohibits city employees from accepting gifts that are
intended to influence them in their duties.

The Ethics Commission
had been informed
about Palekana’s
tournament before, in
addition to a lunch the
company catered for
DPP staff who were
unable to attend the
event, according to the
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commission’s closing In 2013, over two dozen DPP employers got discounted antry to
report on the case. But 4 golt ferrmament funded by a permit services company and 'won

prazes like gift cards and Ts.
they were unable to

investigate that time because of a lack of resources, the report says.

The 2013 ethics investigation found that 32 DPP employees had attended
the golf tournament. All of them paid a $50 fee, less than the usual cost of
$109, according to the closing report.

And almost every employee reported that they’d won a prize, ranging from
$20 gift cards to televisions worth $650.

One employee, whose name is redacted, toid the othics investigator that the
employees paid to play golf, but the sponsor essentially paid them back in
prizes and food.

"It is a tournament that has built in the ability to hide the transaction,” the
person said, according to the report.

In an interview, Dennis Enomoto, a principal with Palekana, said his company
started inviting DPP employees to the tournaments to lift their spirits after
they were furloughed. He said the company wasn't trying to sway them.

“It wasn't the intent to move projects along,” he said. "It was kind of to sec
everyone as humans ... But after the report, we stopped. We didn't want to
get anyone in trouble.”

In an ethics interview, one DPP employee said that city leaders condoned
and even encouraged an accommodating relationship with certain
customers. But times have changed, he said, and DPP “may want to consider
stopping the practice of ‘requesting” vendors to donatc special treats for the
DPP Christmas potiuck.”

“In 1993, it was totaily acceptable to go golfing with all the vendors and let
them pay for the round,” the interview summary states. "Now he sees that
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even paying for his golf at a reduced rate still poses a potentiat conflict and
(has the) look of being unreasonable to others.”

That worker wasn't the only one who felt the tone was set by elected officials
and their bosses.

The closing report on the golf tournament concluded: “City employees
believed that because the mayor, city council members, and their
supervisors attended that it was acceptable.”

Ultimately, only one DPP worker — someone who was caught using a sick
day to attend the golf event — became the subject of a_public ethics oRinion.
The person, who reviewed and approved at least 100 of Palekana's building

permit applications in the prior six years, settled the case by admitting
wrongdoing and returning their gift card. The person’s name was redacted
from the opinion,

Several other city employees would have been found in violation of the
ethics code, the opinion states, but they were able to avoid charges by
returning their prizes or reimbursing the cost.

In its closing report, dated March 2014, the commission said it wouid brief
DPP on the case, share copies of opinions with the sponsors of the event

and city employees and include the topic of golf tournaments in future ethics
training.

A few months later, the commission interviewed another DPP inspector who
reported preferential treatment and corruption in his department.

A 2015 memo by then-investigator Letha DeCaires said the employee hadn’t
provided her with evidence to back up his claims that a colleague was
charging a “routing fee” of $450, and the commission didn't have the
resources to investigate further.
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However, her memo noted that this was “yet another complaint” about this
particular employee being “on the take.”

“Therefore any tips received regarding this behavior should be carefully
reviewed for facts that would warrant a serious investigation.” DeCaires
wrote.

A fow years ago, the FBI filed a public records request with the Honolulu
Ethics Commission for investigative information on DPP, Wong-Nowinski
said. She’s not sure whether it contributed to the criminal cases,

New Director Promises A Culture Change

A few weeks after news of the indictments broke, DPP Director Uchida was
calied before the Honolulu City Council’s zoning committee to discuss what
he was going to do to reform the department.

“We believe that the recent incidents were symptoms of a larger problem,”
he said,

He said that the corporation counsel would be assigning an investigator and
a special master to DPP to examine the permitting process and internal
controls; that he would be instituting a complaint process and a new system
of accountability; and that the department would upgrade its technology to
streamline the permitting process.

Uchida and Deputy Director Dawn Takeuchi Apuna would also be meeting
with the department's roughly 300 employees to build rapport and trust, he
told the committee,

“We believe these meetings are key steps in a longterm objective of
changing the culture of the department.” he said.
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Dean Uchida says ha's working to reform tus troubled department.

The director said he's made clear to his department that employees are not
to accept gifts of any kind - a rule that was aiready in place with the prior
administration, he said. Uchida said that means “no manapua, no candy, no
ice cream, no bottled water, no soda, no anything.”

“Which makes it a little easier on everyone to just say no, because the
director says no,” he said.

if anyone observes or suspects any wrongdoing within the department,
Uchida is asking them to call him or his deputy, who has already received
several calls, he said.

The planned technological overhaul is going to be a difficult and expensive
job that Uchida hopes can be accomplished with the help of nearly $10
million in American Rescue Plan funds, he said. That will enable a “total
overhaul of the whole permitting process," he said.
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Upgrading DPP’s technology would make it easier to track permits and find
trends that could flag problem behavior, Ramos-Kia Tupua said, like an
employee frequently expediting the permits of one client over others.

But no funding has been released yet.

The special master, Duane Kashiwai, started working on Aug. 2, according to
DPP. The investigator is Joachim Cox, a partner at Cox Fricke who
specializes in complex commercial and business disputes and white collar
criminal defense, according to his website.

Both the special master and the investigator will provide monthiy reports on
their findings. Uchida said. Those observations and conclusions will be
shared with the mayor, City Council and the pubilic, he said.

*The whole purpose is to kind of run parallel with whatever the federal
investigation is, which we don’t know too much about.” Uchida said. “We
want to try to get in front of problems before they come up again”

In an email, a U.S. attorney’s office spokesman declined to comment on the
status of the federal investigation or the possibility of charges for additional
defendants.

Meanwhile, DPP continues to struggle just with daily demands, Uchida said.
The department’s permit issuance branch has a vacancy rate of about 50%.
he said.

“We're trying to move forward the best we can, as fast as we can,” he said.
“We just ask the public to be patient. We are committing to making changes
here. It may not be as fast as everybody wants, but changes will happen.”

Something to consider
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At Civil Beat, we believe everyone deserves a trusted source of information
that doesn’t hide behind a paywall.

Community support in the form of tax-deductible donations keeps our
journalism free for all to access.

For those of you who find value in our essential reporting but have not yet
made a gift, please consider joining the thousands of Hawaii residents who
make Civil Beat's work and mission possible.
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Aloha, Civil Beat readers. We appreciate your thoughtful comments. But in
arder to make commenting an engaging experience for as many readers as
possible, a few rules: Please limit the number of times you comment per
story so everyone has a chance to participate without feeling like they are in
the middle of an argument between just a few people. Be civil and respectful
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of others even if you disagree. Language and words are important so please
avoid snark and put-downs. Name calling and mocking of people's names is
specifically prohibited; so are personal attacks. General nastiness and
stereotyping also will be rejected. DO NOT WRITE IN ALL CAPS; that comes
across as yelling, don't you think? Stay on the topic of the stary, please, and
notturn everything into a screed on Trump or Biden. Misinformation and
disinformation will be rejected whenever possible. In general, not every
comment may get posted. We may suspend or ban commenters who
overstep at our sole discretion,

No links, please.

Be patient. We read every comment but we also need to sleep, spend time
with our families and do our other work so there may sometimes be a
considerable lag between when you write your comment and when it
appears on the story. Weekends and evenings in particular.

Click on "Sign In". Your old account should still work. If you don't already
have an account you need to create one (click on "Register").

Need help? Email membership@civilbeat,org.

I B Comments are now closed on this story. Mahalo!

All Comments

| Newest hd

- pearl] 5 months ago
About 40 years ago. | wanted to have a porch built. My builder said getting a
permit would take so long, it wasn't possible. So | gave up.
The briber should not be penalized so harshly; he was just trying to stay in
business.

i Respeet 1« Reply < Share ™ Report

- Concernedtaxpayer 5 months ago
Everyone, past administrations, favored developers, including the current
head, Uchida, has known for years that DPP is corrupt. He worked for a large
construction cormpany and knows the ropes. These companies get special
treatment. The muddied, complex bureacracy is a perfect setting for
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term rental money to enfarce rules, If they are short staffed, why does that
make sense? | have heard the new director speak twice and it is not
comforting,. Just like the police now, any excuse for a job well done (Nat) is
that they are short statfed. Hope the feds do get going investigating DPP, rail
and past administrations' misdeeds.

i Respect 2« Reply <2 Share B Report

- luckyd 5 months ago

Giving manapua to a public employee is like the high schooler going in for the
French kiss in the first hour of the first date. The reccptivity of the recipient
teils you how far you can go.

| hope the feds keep going until all stones (employees) are overturned. They
will need a forensic accountant/CPA to go through the books of developers
and 3rd party expediters, to find out which "expenses” were really bribes, It's
not always cut & dry. Maybe a petty cash account from a $20m developer
bought an all expenses paid Kauai vacation for a DPP employee, reviewer, or
inspector. Or maybe a $10k fee paid by a developer to an expediter paid for
the aforementioned free vacation. If the feds don't have access to the private
sector books, the next logical places to look are already mentioned here:
which employees pulled permits to improve their own homes? Which ones
bought new cars and paid cash? Which ones raised eyebrows with their
extravagant vacation?

tf Director Uchida is reading this: one immediate and huge change would be
to allow applicants to PAY DPP for expedited review and commenting. Sliding
scale based on permit value. A bunch of big cities in California already doing
this.

1& Respect 3« Reply < Share B Report

- Taxpayer 5 months ago
«~ tn reply to luckyd
Thanks to Civil Beat's research, there is a Crystal clear case of a DPP
middle manager accused of accepting a similar gift, who DPP put on paid
leave from 2018 through 2020, when she resigned.
She admitted to accepting about $500 from a homeowner applicant,
having second thoughts and returning the money. Director Sokugawa
accepted her resignation in 2020 and the situation was referred to HPD.
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However, the middle manager was an "independent,” and not part of a
DPP “grganized group.”

So it begs the question, why did DPP choose to ignore the subject
"organized group” when the total amount investigated exceeded
$100,000?

Hopefully, the wrongdoers, as their trials and sentencing approach next
spring, will reveal more of the conspiracy in exchange for reduced
sentences.

ifr Respect 3 = Reply < Share P Report

TimmMann 5 months ago

They were happy to take my money, but I'm still waiting for my concealed
carry permit.

ifr Respect + Reply << Share m Report

- rivernide 5 months ago

As arecent permit apphicant it did seem that the permitting office was
struggling with its caseload. Overlay that with some of them expediting
permits for kickbacks, and it is a recipe for poor customer service, Applicants
not giving gifts must wait even longer! It begins to smack of bribery and
extortion. If some customers get preferred service you know others get
stonewalled. Most applicants like me just get very siow service. If yau think
about it the permitting department is a direct reflection of the Mayor's office
and the Gity Council. The root of the problems lay at their feet. They need to
work on it. For me, going te Building was a fall into an Alice in Wonderland
looking glass where fast was slow and slow was not moving. The
responsibility for this rests at the feet of the Mayor and Council. Work on it!

i Respect 6 «~ Reply =S Share ™ Report

Willyee S months ago

I suspect that conditions where a building permit issued without a building
plan might be 100 broad? As building plans are now electronically filed and
can be requested as pubiic records what percentage of building permits
actually have accompanying plans? Suspected violations could be reported
for inspection by the department thereby discouraging illegal construction for

LEELL 1 wa i ]
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pribery 10 work 1t woina reguire more pripes $or cacn INSpection. ywvnen the

ioopholes are fixed people with criminal tendencies will start looking for new
opportunities but least we worn't have 1o live with more resuits of their
exploitation. The department is understaffed because no honest person can
work their for long and that understaffing becomes the reason why many
must give up on pursuing the processes intended to protect from unsafe
construction. Relying on government alone to fix this failed for years as
reporting went nowhere. Give the public a chance but we need to know if
building plans exist for the permitted work and if the DDP needs ta send a
site Inspector out before we are left with even more monster homes,

i Respect 2 + Reply < Share ™ Report

- Karen 5 months ago
~ In reply to Willyee
The bulk of work appears to be reviewing building permit applications,
but Uchida appears to spend more time working on short-term rentals. If
we are to fix the monster home problem, Uchida needs to work on the
ordinance that permits such large buildings.

b Respect2 « Reply < Share P Report

- Taxpayer $ months ago
It goes without saying that City elected officials and DPP leadership have a a
history of preferential treatment for land use permits, exemptions,
subdivisions, etc. submitted by campaign donors and ticket buyers- jlest
compare the Campaign Spending Commission reports to approved
developments. However, the budget constraints of law enforcement make it
convenient to catch the "ittle fish” who leave a trail of evidence.
The article is excellent because it highlights the heroic and repeated actions
of Employee of the Year Moses Tupua, a 10 year worker, to reveal the
corruption surrounding him, Itis obvious that City elected officials and DPP
leadership did not lionize him- Instead, it can be speculated that DPP
leadership allowed the accused individuals to blatently continue their jobs,
and and use peer pressure to ostracize him, perhaps to the point where he
had to resign his permanent civil service job.
If so, what a tragedy for us! Any DPP worker similarly inclined to be honest,
knowing Moses Tupua's unfortunate outcome, would reasonably conclude,
for their own paychecks, pensions, and families, to NEVER REVEAL
CORRUPTION, or when questioned, say "No comment.”
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Wy Respect 3 = Reply <« Share R Report

- Haleiwa_Dad 5 months ago
The building code and permit process are so needlessly complex and
micromanaging....no wonder a substantial minority opt to corruptly get
around it, The whole system puts se much friction into the process of home
building and improvements that many are incentivised also o justignore it.
This complexity 1s one major reason for the homeless crisis. Simplify. Focus
on minimum safety and health standards. Then let people build housing and
improve their properties!

i Respect 4 «~ Reply < Share R Report

- Believeitomot 5 months ago
Who can you trust nowadays... £ €
50 many corruption goin on with these employees.
It's a lot of tit for tat.....
| don't play those kinds of games | just wanna do the right thing to improve
my home,
Not make iltegal structures but, cannot blame people who do build illegal
structures they just don't have extra cash lying around to pay these DPP
employees just to move up in line huh.....

i Respect 1 &« Reply < Share ™ Report

~ Cheetah?7 5 months ago

well, this explains why the monster house next door got approved despite
neighbors calling DPP and this AFTER the monster house ban was in place. By
the way, the inspector for this particular monster house happen to be one of
the indicted employees.

tf Respect 4~ Reply < Share B Report

- chyay 5 months ago
Like Wong-Nowinski says, ethics violations are difficult to prove especially
when acceptable practices are already ingrained in a long established system
- even at the level of supervisors and City officials. Small gifts are hard to
prove, golf tournaments serve as ‘fund raisers’ for legitimate causes, and no
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one mdividually sees the ulimate harm that's (reated wnen all these 'littie

fricndly gestures’ add up. Actual monetary bribes are the only ‘gifis’ where
solid records can be found,

Yes, 3 total overhaut of the system nceds serious implementation, but
reversing decades of mounting corruption won't happen overnight.

No wonder the Permitting Branch has a vacancy rate of 50%. What honest
person would want to work in that environment?

Hopefully Uchida can at least get the ball rolling in the right direction. It'll take
more than one mayor’s term to fix the problem.

Wonder what other department(s) need an overhaul?

il Respect & « Reply < Share R Report

- Yamanote418 5 months ago
The corruption in DPP was an open secret for years. It wasn't even a secret.
Inspectors were openly asking for cash bribes. And phone calls could be
made into the office from connected persons to get permits expedited and
approved. The only question now, what's happening in the permit offices of
the other counties?

ifr Respect 6 « Reply <« Share P Report

- Believeitomot 5 months ago
~ In reply to Yamanote418
Maybe the investigation has to go further by checking to see if they (OPP
employecs) did any improvements in there homes or even there family

members were assisted by these corrupted employees ( | bet my last
dollar there is)

iy Respect 2 « Reply < Share B Report

- tLeinani 5 months ago
This has been happening for decades, at least from the 2000s which is when |
had my first dealings with the DPP. Each Director "claims” the DPP is
understaffed and overworked, yet even with funding from the City Council,
doesn't hire enough people so that the Department can enforce the law and
is ultimately ineffective in controlling illegal vacation rentals and monster
homes in our communities. Prior Directors, much like Uchida, are lauded
when they're hired because they come from the construction industry and
know how to "fix" the problem. The DPP has 330+ people and there is still a
dearth of capable. competent people in that Department. The taxpavers of
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the City and County of Honofuru deserve better.

ilr Rospect &« Reply <2 Share A Report

- Taxpayer 5 months ago
« In reply to Leinani

The chain-of-command between the "Director” and the 5 indictees has
several middle managers often sitting in adjacent cubicles- appointed
deputies, civil service division administrators (many with decades of in
house experience) etc. as well as lateral access to City attorneys, auditors
and internal control (besides Ethics Commission) investigators and
watchdogs. [t is impossible to believe that over the decades these middle
managers (especially those who rose through the ranks) were not aware
of, and then demand internal investigation and enforcement of such
obvious wrongdoing, At the very minimum, they easily could have
reorganized the affected staff to disrupt the efficiency of the corruption.
it begs a lot of questions...

if Respect 3 « Reply < Share = Report

- Believeitomot 5 months ago

Now it makes me second guest these people...
I have been dealing with DPP for almost 2 years.

After numerous appointments to simply renovate my kitchen add a
bathroom and open patio.

Jumping through so many hoops makes me second guest these employees
for the DPP,

! didn't know | had to pay extra.@

i Respect 8 « Reply < Share B Report

- takoeye373 s months ago
Past DPP directors only know 2 words......"no comment”.
Geey, if | was innocent I'd have a lot to say!

i Respect 12« Reply < Share = Report

~ Taxpayer 5 months ago
« In reply 10 takoeye373

Especially the last director- she worked at DPP (and its predecessors)
reviewing and annrovine all carts of narmirs for aver 20 vparcl
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il Respect 1« Reply ¢ Share A Report

Patw 5 months ago

As I read this article, | couldn't help but notice that the muitiple investigations
by the Ethics commission, for the most part, found no criminal activities. How
come | can see the corruption and not the Commission. Could it be that the
Ethics Commission is part of this racketeering that is going on within the DPP?
This certainly comes out in most of the investigations done by the
commission. This entire view into malfunctioning government along with
their corrupt industry cronies is sickening and disgusting.

From the Commission on down | see (as a tax payer), a corrupt partnership
between government and construction people. This so reminds me of how
Cook County in Chicago has been described to me as run by mobsters on
both sides of the fence.

An organization | served with did an 11 million dollar project in the foop and
we endced up paying 1 million to our lawyers to battle through these crooks.
We won but it was tough trying to wrestle with the Chicago mob.

Frankly, | believe that the government(s) of Mawaii are diseased by slick
Crooks from top to bottom. How on earth do you fix that?

i Respect 10« Reply < Share M~ Report

- Michellel 5 months ago

My husband and | were dismayed by the permitting process when we
decided to update our 55 yr old Hicks Home in Kahaiu'u. Qur experience and
those of our family members leave all of us disgusted with the inequities of
the process. We are relieved to hear that the few violators that we taxpayers
pay to do their job are on alert that they are being watched, a5 it was very
clear to us what they were doing.

We suggest that cvery interaction with a customer, from plan submission to
completion, be time stamped in a way that can't be forged. This information
should be available to the public (customers) so that we can see for ourselves
that we are being treated fairly.

i Respect 10 ~ Reply < Share N Report

- Yamanote418 s months ago
*~ In reply to MichelleL




IAA2, 0:46 P Years Beloe Indictrnants, Honoduly Permittng Depariivent Wos Wimad About Cosrupt Cuftura - Honolylu Civil Beat
If you paid the bribe you would have had an excellent experience,

i Respect 4« Reply < Share P Report

~ wishful_thinker S months age
~ Inreply to Yamanote418

In Hawait, you pay twice for the privilege of paying a third time.

W Respect «~ Reply < Share ® Report

- localgurl 5 months ago

And we haven't even touched the surface of how the DPP handles things if
one of their own builds a home. | can only imagine the doors swinging open
amongst the team members, especially if the applicant is a DPP supervisor.

i Respect 7 « Reply < Share R Report
- Believeitornot 5 months ago

* [n reply to localgurl
We running out of honest people geez....(@)

i Respect 5 « Reply < Share B Report

- zippyt 5 months ago

- 50 sick of the dishonesty in our local government. | hope it continues to get
Coverage; more awareness to help stop it - it's rampant....

ife Respect 12 « Reply < Share R Repart

- mollyhini 5 months ago
DPP is inherentiy flawed. As an island community, we need to reassess our
relationship to the ina, realize our restraints on capacity and resources, give
preference to local ‘ohana building and affordable housing, and make it near-
impossible for foreign investors and repeat-offenders {¢.g. Christy Lei

mentioned in a previous CB article) to obtain permits. It's 4 tall order, but
change we must.

i Respect 7 « Reply <2 Share = Report

- Shoeter S months ago
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"..facts and circumstances that would persuade a reasonable person to
belicve that there has been a violation of the standards of conduct.

“The commission couldn't meet that threshold in this case, Wong-Nowinski
said. “Believe me, we tried,” she said."

Well, you obviously didnt try hard enough. “Trying" does not count: doing
Counts.

It all comes down to expectations of what a “reasonable person” is. Here in
this 3rd world banana republic, a reasonable person doesn't expect too much
from leadership and management of city and county and/or state resources.
We have come to accept careless, lazy, sloppy, amateur work as the norm.
Confrontations are viewed as boorish and "culturally unacceptable”.

It's time for Ht to grow up ad join the 21st century.

i Respect 15 « Reply <« Share R Report

- AyDay 5 months ago

Why do we have to rely on Federal prosecution for tocal crimes? Where are
our Prosecutors? Is this corruption on the other islands?

il Respect 10 « Reply < Share B Report

- wishful_thinker 5 months ago
+ In reply to AyDay

On the Big Island, some projects are nitpicked to death while others sail
through the process. They don't use the word “corruption”, though.

i Respect 9w Reply < Share R Report

— dork 5 months ago

the system is the real problem. the department and its employees hold an
cntire industry hostage. those who work at DPP are human and not saints. an
inspector general is needed.

W Respect 5« Reply < Share M Report

- willsanl 5 months ago
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inere scems o be one Type Of COrruptnon ar maireasance everywnere that

you turn,
Politicians are known to have pressured DPP to approve permits for friends

and constituents. in these cases the politicians get the monetary pay off in
the form

of campaign contributions instead of DPP.
dr Respect 18 &« Reply < Share ® Report

- AyDay S months ago
+ Inreply to willsanl

I would love to see the fist of other entrants to the Golf event. | bet we
might know a few,

e Respect 1+ Reply < Share R Report

- CatManapua 5 months ago

Golf, goodies, manapua, cash "prizes, little gifts....this kind of influencing has
gone an at DPP since | was knee high to a tall mongoose, No act surprised,
people,

ifr Respect 16 +~ Reply < Share F Report
- KalihiValleyHermit 5 months ago

In an ethics interview, one DPP employee said that city leaders condoned

and even encouraged an accommodating relationship with certain
custormers,

The closing report on the golf tournament concluded: “City employees
believed that because the mayor, city council members, and their
supervisors attended that it was acceptable.”

Not to excuse the DPP employees who violated rules. But the point made
about the behavior of C&C leaders is valid. Even if the top folks at the city do
not violate the Ictter of the law as it applies to them, are they setting a good
example for the rank & file? Does accepting certain invitations create public
perception problems? If city leaders appear Lo be flaunting privileges & perks
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that come their way because of the position they hold, arc they themselves
not responsible for contributing to this culture of favoritism & nepotism?

o Respect 25 « Reply << Share M Report

- koti 5months ago
Just like many of the CC workforce: there are no consequences for failing to
do your job. Just look at the list of excuses the Department Heads have
histarically given for non conformance and accountability.
50 next time a politician brags about the support of a certain Union, let's
remember the caliper of its members.

ulr Respect 25 « Reply << Share ® Report

- timedtruth 5 months ago
Reading these reparts from Civil Beat, there is absolutely no way to have
confidence in the DPP , and many of the other City and County departments.
Any layer of protection for the people is diluted by the strong ties of this tight
knit community. I strongly urge the federal government to come in and take
aver, where employees realize that their actions carry federal criminal
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