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Written Testimony

Name Choon James
Phone

Email ChoonJamesHawaH@gmail.com
Meeting Date 02-03-2022
Council/PH

CouncilCommittee
Agenda Item Resolution 22-11
Your position on

Opposethe matter
Representing
Organization

Aloha,
I’m sharing these documents to support my testimony against this
very quick taking,

Enclosed is PDF file on the City’s past eminent domain taking on this
same property. Resolution 06-062

There was no mention of “protect wetlands” that Councilwoman
, Tsuneyoshi kept referring to. Resolution 05-062 Committeerien

Comments explained that this property was chosen because it “out ofTestimony
the flood inundation zone

This again raises the need for more basic research and data analysis
BEFORE such a monumental decision is made. Other kupuna in the
area have also raised questions about the water-flow in the bigger
area and so forth.

Mahalo,
Choon James

Testimony
20220303182908 RESO 22-11. - Citys OLD Reso 06-062 .pdfAttachment — — —— — — — —
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f-ThhRJ?PJ 14, 2006

The Honorable Donovan M. Deja Cruz. Chair
and Members of the City Counci

City Counci
City and County of Honolulu
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

.

.. .2

Dcir Council Chair Deja Cruz nnd Councilmembers:

Re: Haunla Fire StQp Relocation, ParceL)

We transmit horcwiLh for your consideration and ndoption a draft of a
resolution providing for the acquistllon ot land for the Hauula Fro Station
Relocation project at Kaipapau. Koolauloa, Dahu, Hawaii.

Parcel 1 comprises a total area of 1.038 acres and is shown in color on
the 15 sets of maps attached hereto.

Condemnation has been requested by the Department ot Design and
Construction to expedite acquisition.

Very truly yours.
.t -1’k s/

I .it. -- /
I:

WINSTON K. 0. WONG
Deputy Corporation Counsel

APPROVED:

CARRIE K S. OKINAGALJ
Corporation Counsel

W KW di
Attachs,
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fr\ CITY COUNCIL
CFTY AND CCUNW or -I00LULU

NHOK)[ Ujj. dAWkI

RESOLUTION

(FOR CONDEMNATION)

PRO’flDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE. TO WIT:
HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION, StrUATE AT KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA,
QAHU, HAWAII, AND DETERMINNG AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF tHE
ACQUISITION THEREOF BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honoulu:

That for public use and purpose, to wit: Hauula Fire Station Relocation. Parcel I
(TAK: 5-4-00.4-021 (portion)), situate at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Qahu, Hawaii,
proceedings in eminent domain as proded by law be instituted for the acquisition ofPacel I in fee simple, the description of which parcel ol land is attached hereto andmade a part hereof. md that the Corpomtion Counsel of the CiW and County of
Honolulu be and she is hereby authorized and empo’serod to institute the said
proceedings.

That this acquisition by eminent domain is necessary for the aforesaid public useand purpose.

II.

That in the process of swd proceedings in eminent domain, the CofporatioriCounsel be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to negotiate terms of
settlement, subject to the approval of this Council and/or ci the Court before which suchproceedings are commenced.

k •‘CO’JCCL’L ROE. Li

________



• CITY COUNCIL
C -J CEI o COUNT’ OF ONOLLlLU

HONDLU 11 JW4fl 0

_______________——

-
RESOLUTION

-

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Counci thst the Clerk be and is herebydirected to transmit copies of this resolution to the Department of Design and
Constwction and to the Department of the Corporation Couns&.

INTRODUCED BY:

_____

— Concilmembers

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

Honokslu. Hawaii

Approved this — day of
.2006.

ÜFI HANLNEMANN, Mayor
City arid CoLinty of Honoluk

CORt,Xi; R’W
2



CITY COUNCIL
JJ

C:1Y AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
NHONOLULU. r.WAf

SOUT
-

HAUIJLA FRE STATION RELOCATION

PARCEL 1
(Fee Simple)

Being a portion of Lot D-1 (Map 3) ci Land Court Application 1266 andcovered by Transfer Certificate of hUe No. 613.311. Situate at Kaipapau. Koolauloa,Oahu, HawaiL

Beginning at the East corner of this parcel of land, being also the Northcorner of LCt D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court Appäcation 1266, on the Southwest side ofKamehameha Highway, the coordinates of said point of beginning ieferred toGovemmert Survey inangulation Station “KAJPAPAU” being 1.16193 feet North and2.08015 tact East, as shown on Dision of Land Survey and Acquisition Parcel MapRe NO. 1110-Fr27d and running by azimuths measured ockwise from true South:

1. 49C 4V 300.00 feet along Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court
Application 1266;

2. 139’ 41’ 150.05 feet along remainder of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of
Land Court App?ication 1266;

3. 229° 41’ 300.24 feet along same;

Thence atonc the Southwest side of
Kameharneha Highway on a curve to
the nght with a radius of L612,28 teet,
the chord azimuth and distance being:

4. 319 46’ 240 150.05 feet to the rrDnt of beginning and
containing an area oIl 038 acres.

cOk.flCc F1)
3
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CITV COUNCIl
CTh’ A$4D COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HCNOLU_u, HiA I
STAT Li S

RESOLUTION 06-062
Inrr>djct 02/15?U6 By DONOVAN DELACRUZBR) Comrn:ttae. PUBLIC SAFETY

Thc.. RESOLUTION FOR CONDEMRTION PROV1DNG FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE,
TOT: HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION. SITUATE AT KAJR\?AU, KOOLAULOA, OAHU, HWAH.
AND DETERMINING AND DECLARING THE NECCSSITY OE THE ACQUISITION THEREOF BY
EMINENT DOMAIN

Links: RESO6-052

PUBLIC 0222136 CR126 - RESOLUTION REPOR FED OUT OF COMMITTEE iO BE LAID OVER.SAFETY ORDERED PUBLISHED AND SUBSEQUENTLY ADOPTED.
-

COUNCIL 03/01/06 RESOLUTION LAID OVER AND ORDERED PUBLISHED. CR-126 ADOPTED
APO V CACHOIA Y DELACRUL V DOu V GARCIA V

KDBAYASHI V MARSHALL V OKINO V TAM V

PUBLISH 03/04105 RESOLUTION G’1 PUSL1SHED IN THE HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN

COUNCIL 03!15106 RESOLUTION ADOPTED

APO ‘t CACHOLA V DELACRUZ V DJOU E GARCIA V

KOAVASH! V MARSHALL V OKINO V TAM E

MAYOR 03:16mG RESOLUTION TR4NSMrrTED TO MAYOR FOR APPROVAL

MAYOR 03/51106 RESOLUTION RETuRNED APPROVED BY MAYOR
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Related Carnmuntations

Nn Front

D-D 156 CORPORATION COUNSEL — Submitting a resolution relating to the acquisition of land
for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation procct

MM-05Q RESOLUTION RETURNED APPROVED BY MAYOR
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ti\ CITY COUNCIL
k. EI .1 CITY AND COUNTY or HONOLULU

HONOLULU. RAVUAII No. 14-1

RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO DISMISS ANY PENDING EMINENT
DOMAIN PROCEEDINGS TO ACQUIRE PRIVATE LAND FOR PUBLIC US[ AND BY
NECESSITY FOR THE HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION PROJECT.

WHEREAS, by Resolution 08-62 adopted on March 15, 2006. the Council
authorized the acquisition by eminent domain of certain land in fee simple—identified astax Map Key No. 5-4-004-021 (porj--for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation project at
Kaipapau, Koolauloa. Oohu: and

WHEREAS, by Resoluton 10-3, adopted on February 24, 2010, the Council
authorized the acquisition by eminent domain of certain land in fee smpIc—identitied as
Tax Map Key Nos, 5-4-018-064 and 5-4-015-065--for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation
project at Kaipapau. Koolauloa, Qahu; and

WHEREAS, the City’s authority to take private property by eminent domain is a
drastic measure that should only be used when necessary. ResolutIons 06-62 and 103
included a declaration, pursuant to the requirements of the Revised Charter, that the
eminent domain proceedings authorized thereby were “necessary” for a public purpose;
and

WHEREAS, it now appears that erTlinent domain proceedings may not be
necessary for a new Hauula Fire Station, for the following reasons:

• The rationale presented by the AdmInistration for relocating the Hauula Fire
Station—that the current site is in a flood zone—is contradicted by the fact that
the preferred site selected for the new station is a beachfront lot of 1 65 acres
subject to ocean inundation. The current, existing fire station site has never
flooded. Hence, it can be demolished and a new station can be built on the
existing site. Located immediately mauka of the current existing fire station
are two vacant parcels-one parcel of 1.41 acres is owned by the State ofHawaii and the second parcel of 0.58 acres IS owned by the City and County
of Honolulu; and

• It has been reported that the new station will cost $13 million, Wh!Ch is far
above the cost of on average fire station and more than appears necessary
for a rural area such as Hauula The need for such an extravagant facility is
questionable in light of the City’s current fIscal situation; and

I



CITY COUNCIL
c!—

-

C:TYAND COUNtY O HONDi LIU
hiONO_UU. HAWAII flOW

RESOLUTION

Parcel 1-5-4-18-65 is the last priwitely-owned business-zoned vacant parcei
in the rural area. It should be maintained icr small business opportunities and
related commercial services in wral Hauula, The Administration acquired
business-zoned parcel 1-5-4-18-64 in 2010, which provides a much desired
and needed recycling center and should be continued to reflect the
overwhelming will of the people in Haaula,

and

WHEREAS, the Council therefore feels that the City should discontinue any
efforts to acquire any of the above-identified properties by eminent domain; now.
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it urges
the City Administration to dismiss any pending eminent don,ain proceedings for the
acquisition of any of the above—identified properties: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council further urges the Administration to
consider alternatives to the current siting and size of the proposed new Hauula Fire
Station; and

2



CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

IIONQLLJLtJ HAWAU No

-

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of tfts Resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Managing Director, the Director of Design and Construction, and the
Corporation Counsel.

INTRODUCED BY:

DATE OF INTRODUCI ION;

Honolulu. Hawaii Coun*embeis

3



1;PF !CL 0 Ti’ MAYOR
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
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Ms. Dtnise C. I) Cot:
City ClerJ

MBrcb 31. 2006
- -

I
- —

Office of the City Clerk
City :md Coun;y oifln[:oiulu
I lonoltilu, hawaii 96813

Dew Ms. Dc C.’sia:

Re: APPROVED RESOLUTiON

ihe following resolution is approved and rcwrned hercv.ith:

Res. 06-062

MII:aa

PRIA1DING FOR filE ACQUISfl1ON oF lAND FOR PUBLIC rsF,
TO WiT: HACULA FIRE STATON REt .OCArloN. SiTUATE 4!
JouPzu’Ar, KOOLAULOA. OAIRJ, I IA WAIl, AND OLFERMINING
ANt) DECLARING TI-IF NFCFSSITY OF THE ACQIJISTTION
THEREOF 1W EMINENT DOMAIN.

‘WVTS truly.

A:tac-hniriu

1
Stiyor

Mayor’s Message No. 050



CITY COUNCIL -

CAccOLJNYO!H’DNciLUUJ
N . 6 0 6

‘:/ HONU.,U,). HA.1AJ 0

_________________

RESOLUTION

(FOR CONDEMNATION)

PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE, 10 WIT:
HAUULA FIRE STATiON RELOCATION. SITUATE AT KPJPAPAU, KOOLAULOk
OAHU. HAWAII, AND DETERMINING AND DECLAaING THE NECESSITY OF THE
ACQUISITION THEREOF BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honouiu:

That for public use and purpose, to wft: Hauula Fire StaHon Relocation, Parcel 1
(TtvlK: 54-004-021 (portion)), situate at Kaipapau, Kco[auloa, Oahtj, Hawaii,
proceedings in eminent domain as provided by law be instituted for the acquisition of
Parcel I in tee simple, the description of which parcel of land is attached hereto and
made a part hereof, and that the Corporation Counsel at the City and County of
honolulu be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to institute the said
proceedings.

That this acqusition by eminent domain is necessary for the aforesaid public use
arid purpose.

Ii.

That Th the process of said proceedings in eminent domain, the Corporation
Counsel be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to negotiate terms of
settlement, subject to the approval of this Council and/or of the Cowl before which such
proceedincjs are commenced.

00156 Ps



CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND CCUN1N OF XNO.LULU

HONOI.}L 1j 1AWAI No. O6-O

RESOLUTION

BE IT RNALLY RESOLVED by the Councfl that the Clerk be and is hereby
directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the Deparirnent of Design and
Construction nd to the Department of the Corporation Counsel.

1Qh3

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

FEB 152005

Counci!menbers

Honolulu, Hawiii

Approved this1t day of 2006.

MUFI HANNf1NNIMaYOF
City and Cour4tv ô-HnoIulu

CORXeDi.RC8 z



CITY COUNCIL
CTY AND CC)UFIrY UI- HCNO[ L’LU NoHOxCUW. RWA1

-

RESOLUTION

HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION

PARCEL 1
(Fee Simple)

Being a portion of Lot D-t (Map 3) of Land Court Appkcation 1266 and
covered by Transfer Certificate of 1it1 No. 613,311, Situate at Kaipaoau. Koolauloa.
Oahu, HawaiL

Beginning at the East corner of this parc& of land, being also the North
corner of Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court Application 1266. on the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway, the coordinates of said poTht of beginning referred to
Government Survey Triangulation Station 1<AIPAPAU being 1.16393 feet North and
20gO.15 feet East, as shown on Division of Land Survey and Acquisition Parcal Map
File No. 17-10-8-27, and running by azimuths measured clockwise from true South:

1. 490 41’ 300.00 feet along Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court
Application 1206:

2. 139° 41’ 150.05 feet along remainder of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of
Land Court Application 1286;

3. 229° 41’ 300.24 feet along same;

Thenca along the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway on a curve to
the right with a radius oll,61226 feet,
the chord azimuth and distance being:

4, 319° 46 24” 15005 feet to the point of beginning and
containing an area of t038 acres.

COROX1 RD6 3
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- CflI CQU\DL
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iIr-NQ:L’LU ,-AVAJ
CERTIFICATE

rto1jCci 0115:06 S. DONOVAN D[LACU7 IER

RESOLUTION 06-062

Cornrntee PIj3LC SAFETY

The: RESDL LJTLON FOR CONDEMNA11DN PPOVIflINS FOR THE AtQUIS!T1ON OF LAND F-DR PUELLO USE,
To v\CT HAU-JJLA FIRE STAUON RELOCATION, SIUATE AT KAIPAPAU. KOOLAULDA O&HU, HA’d&II.
AN!) DETERMINING AND DECLRINGTHE NECESSITY 01- THE ACOiJISTIQN THEREOF BY EMt4ENT
DOMAIN.

Links: RESO&-062
0-0158

PUBi IC C22,U6 CR-1DG - RESOLUTION REPORTED OUT OF COMMITTEE TO BE j’ OVLR, ORDEREDSAFE TV PUBLISHED M4D SUBSEQUENTLY AXX3P TED.

_______-

COUNCL 03/01)06 RESDLUTtON LJD OVER AND ORDERED PUBliSHED. CR-12E5 ADOI-’TED.

KOBAVASHI Y MARSHALL V OKINC V TAM I

03104106 RESOLUTION GISI PUBLISHED IN THE HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN.
(‘3/15106 RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

KOBAYAS[4I V MARSHALL V OKINO V

RiB US H

COUNCIL

APO V CACHOLA V DELACRUZ Y DJDU V GARCIA V

APO V CACHOtA V DELACRUZ V DJQu £ GARC,; V

DCNISL. C UE COSTA, (Tm’ CLEFcIc

TAM E



OPPOSE RESOLUTION 22-11

This was the old eminent domain taking that I was referring to in my
testimony to the City Council.

There are a lot of unanswered questions to this Resolution. Tsuneyoshi
kept referring to in her actions to seize property from the Taufa Family
that the Taufa was dumping in aprotected Wetlands”. But the city (lid
not mention “Protected Wetlands” in its Reso 06-062 for eminent
domain to relocate the Hau’ula Fire Station. (Besides that is a state and
federal kuleana.)

Something as drastic and severe as a private tuking must be executed
only through thorough study, good data, and deliberations. Do we have
“Protected Wetlands” data yet?

There were also other issues that were not carefully vetted, like the
drainage culverts from surrounding areas, the fact that this property
was formerly a homeless encampment and what dumping was done
then, and so on.

City Council member Tsuneyoshi failed badly in protecting private
property rights and in reaching out to her constituent, an immigrant
family from the Island of Tonga who is in trouble.

The environment is very important but so is social justice and Due
Process. Eminent Domain or Judicial Foreclosure is the harshest stick
by the city. It must be the last resort and handled carefully and fairly.

Chomi James

Documentation for City’s old Resolution 06-062
ltrp://x ¼ -4.::)cno1uIu.go\/docLJsharc/ds\veh/(;t/ J)ocu
rriunt—4SO6/ I



RESOLUTION 06-062 — COMMITTEE REPORT 126

HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION. Providing for the
acquisition of land for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation and
determining and declaring the necessity of the acquisition
thereof by eminent domain.

Administration/Others Thomas Miyata, Land Division
Department of Design and Construction (DOC) Battalion
Chief Emmit Kane, Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) There
was no public testimony.

Mr. Miyata urged the Committee to pass the Resolution to
authorize condemnation, if necessary, for land in Hauula for
a new fire station. He explained that the DDC is still in
negotiations with the property owner.

Chief Kane explained the proposed relocation of the I-lauula
Fire Station. The current facility, which was built in 1965, is
in deterioration, inadequate in space, and worst of all,
resides in an inundation zone. A study conducted in 2000
identified a 7 Public Safety Commiftee Minutes Wednesday,
February 22, 2006 preferred site at the corner of Hanaimoa
Street and Hauula Homestead Road, about 700 feet mauka
of Kamehameha Highway. However, the proposal was met
with strong opposition because access to the site is through
a residential area. Other sites were considered, but were
also withdrawn due to changes in ownership or for other
reasons. Of the remaining sites, the HFD is now considering
a 1 to 1.5-acre parcel adjacent to Hauula Shopping Center
along Kamehameha Highway. The location is centralized
with adequate space to meet current and future needs, and
most importantly, it is situated outside of the
inundation zone.



Committee Member Garcia requested that the HFD consider
incorporating an EMS unit at the new fire station to better
serve the area. Chief Kane noted that he is unaware of any
plans to include an EMS unit at this time. The plan is to build
a three-bay station to accommodate auxiliary equipment.

Committee Chair Okino commented that the designated
[MS site for the area is located next to the Kahuku Fire
Station.

Committee Member Marshall questioned the need to
authorize for condemnation if negotiations are still ongoing
and whether the condemnation is being used as a
bargaining chip. Mr. Miyata explained the lengthy process,
which includes a threemonth period for the Council to pass a
resolution to authorize condemnation. He explained that the
property’s date of value is established upon filing the papers
with the courts, thus, the longer it takes to file, the higher the
price could be. The City would proceed with condemnation
only if the terms of the sale could not be agreed upon. He
does not use the process as a bargaining chip, but he admits
that it brings all parties to the table. An offer has been made
and a response was received four months ago indicating that
the owner will have an appraisal done, but a counteroffer
has not yet been received.

In response to Committee Member Marshall, Chief Kane
explained that there were other desirable sites, but the
subject site is outside the inundation
zone with adequate space and within a centralized area to
maintain a standard of coverage.



Committee Chair Okino commented that the Resolution to
authorize condemnation is a standard practice in order to
bring earnestness to the negotiation process. A new fire
station is needed in the Hauula area and it is fortunate that
there is still a parcel available that is adequate in size
and outside of the inundation zone.

In response to Committee Member Tam’s request, Mr.
Miyata agreed to update the Committee regarding the status
of negotiations. 8 Public Safety Committee Minutes
Wednesday, February 22, 2006

Resolution 06-062 reported out to be laid over at the March
1, 2006 Council meeting, be published, and thereafter be
adopted at a subsequent meeting. AYES: OKINO (Chair),
DJOU, GARCIA, MARSHALL, TAM -5. NOES: None.
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February 14. 2006

Qor :c.

___

I-
The Honorable Donovan M, Dela Cruz Chair
and Members of the City Council

City Council
City and County of HOnOUjLI

Honolulu. Hawaü 96813

Dear CeuncU Chair Dela Crijz and Councilmenibcrs:

Re: Hauula Fire Station Relocatioi Parcel 1

We transmit herewith for your consideration and adoption a draft of 3
resolution providing for the acqtnsthon of land for the Hauula Hre Station
Relocation project at Kaipapau. Koolauloa, Oahu, Hawaii,

ParceE 1 comprises a total area nfl 038 acres and is shown in color on
the 15 sets of maps attached hereto

Condemnation has been requested by the Department of Design and
Construction to expedite acquisition.

Very truly yours,
7/ -

WINSTON K. Q. WOi\G
Deputy Corporalion Counsel

APPROVED:

CARRIE K, S. OKINACAU
Corporation Counsel

W KW di



• /. CITY COUNCIL
4 CITY AND (:c*1;r- CF HCNOLULU

HCVDLLtU. HAWAI No.

RESOLUTION

(FOR CONDEMNATION)

PROViDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE, TO WIT:
HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION. SITUATE AT KAIPAPAU, KOOLAULOA.
OAHU, HAWAII. AND DETERMINiNG AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF THE
ACQUISITtON ThEREOF BY EMNENT DOMAIN

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council at the City and County of Honolulu:

That for public use and purpose, to wit; Hauula Fire Station Relocation, Pared I
(TMK: 54-004-021 (portion)), situate at Kaipapau, Koolaulon, Oahu, Hawañ.
proceedings in eminent domain as provided by law be insttutcd for the acquisition of
Parcel 1 in fee simple, the description of which parcel of land is attached hereto and
made a part hereof, and that the Corporation Counsel of The City and County of
Honolulu be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to institute the said
proceedings.

That this acquisition by eminent domain is necessary for the aforesaid public use
and purpose.

II.

That in the process of said proceedings in eminent domain, the Corporation
Counsel be and she is hereby authohzed and empowered to negotiate terms of
settlement, subject to the approval of this Council andior of the Court before which such
proceedings arc commenced.

CODODO



• CITY COUNCiL
k CITY AND COUNTY CE HONOLULU

NoHONCILUL U. HAWAII

RESOLUTION

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Council that the Clerk be and is hereby
directed to trsnsrnit copies of this resoLuUon to The Department of Design and
Construction and to the Department of the Corporation CounseL

INTRODUCED BY:

Councilmembe

DATE OF INTRODUCtION:

Honolulu. Hawaii

Approved this

______

day of

_______________

2006.

MUFI HRNNEMANN. Mayor
GIN and County of Honolulu

2



CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY Cf HONOLULU

NoNONCLULU, RAWAII

RESOLUTION

HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION

PARCEL 1
(Fee Simple)

Being a portion of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of Land Court Application 1266 and
covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. 613,311. Situate at Kaipapau. Koolauloa.
Oahu, Hawaii.

Beginning at the East corner of this parcel of land, being also the North
corner of Lot D-2-B (Map 4) of Land Court AppHcabon 1266 on the Southwest side of
Kanehameh-a Highway, the coordinates of said point of beginning referred to
Government Survey Triengulat;on Station “KAIPAPAU beng 1,163.93 feet North and
2,080.15 leet East, as shown on Division of Land Suivey and Acquisition Parcel Map
Fiie No. 17-10-8-27, and running by azimuths measured clockwise from true South:

1. 49’ 41’ 30000 feet along Lot 0-2-B (Map 4)of Land Court
Application 1266;

2. 139° 41’ 15005 feet along remainder of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of
Land Court APphcaUOn 1266;

3. 229° 41’ 300.24 feet along same:

Thence alonrz the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway on a curve to
the right with a radius of 1,612.28 feet1
the chord azimuth and distance being:

4. 319a 46d 24” 150.05 feet to the point of beginning and
containing an area of 1.038 acres.

‘DOi<tt1 RO€.
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CITY COUNCil
CITYANDCOUN:YCI I;QNDLULU

HDNOLLLLJ. HAVStII

STATUS
RESOLUTION 06-062

r.trouced: 32?1WO Br DONOVAN nFl A CRUZ (BR) Crnmitffie PLJRLIC SAFETY

RESOLUTION FQR CONDEMNM ON PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION CF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE.
TO WiT: HAUULA FIRE STATON RELOCATION. SITUAtE AT KAIPAPAU KOOLAULOK OAHU. HAWU
AND DETERMINING AND DECLARiNG THE NECESSFFY O THE ACQUISITION THEREOF BY
EMINENT DOMAIN.

Links: RESDB-062
D-0156

PUBLIC 02P22/O CR-126 - RESOLUTION REPORTED OUT OF COMMITTEE TO BE LAID OVER.
SAFETY ORDERED PUBLISHED AND SUBSEQUENTLY ADOPT ED.

COUNCIL 03101(D6 RESOLUTLON LAID OVER AND ORDERED PUBLISHED CR-126 ADOPTED.
APO Y CACHOLJ Y DELA CRCJZ V DJCJU Y GARCIA V

IcOBAYASHr V MARSHALL Y OKINO V TAM V

PUBLISH C3?DJO6 RESOLUTiON GIST PUBLISHED [N TI C HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN.
- -

COUNCIL 031151015 RESOLUTION ADOPTED

APO Y CACHOLA V DELI\ 0khZ Y DJOU C GARCIA V

KOBAYASHI V M..ARSHALL V OKINO V TAM C

MAYOR oa’ieios RESOLU1ION TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR FOR APPRQVM.

MAYOR 03131th5 RESOLUTION RETURNED APPROVED BY MAfOR
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Related Comrnunicaians.

Na

0-0156. CORPORATION COUNSEL — Submitting a resolution relating to the acquisition of land
tor the Hauula Fire Station R&ocation project.

MMrO5O RESOLUTION RETURNED APPROVED BY MAYOR.
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CITY COUNCIL
- C1 -) c;iry ‘\ND COUNTY Of hONOLULU

HON DLUI.U, &lAwAii No. 14-1

— RESOLUTION

URGING THE CITY ADMINISTRATION TO DISMISS ANY PENDING EMINENT
DOMAIN PROCEEDINGS TO ACQUIRE PRIVATE LAND FOR PUBLIC USE AND
N[CESSITY FOR THF HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION PROJECT.

WHEREAS, by Resolution 06-62, adopted on March 15 2006, the Council
authorized the acquisition by eminent domain of certain land in fee simple—identified as
Tax Map Key No. 5-4-004—021 (por.)--fo the Hauula Fire Station Relocation project at
Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Oahu; and

WHEREAS. by Resolution 10-3, adopted on February 24. 2010, the Council
authorized the acquisition by eminent domain of certain land in fee simple—identified as
Tax Map Key Nos. 5-4-018-064 and 5-4-018-065—for the Hauula Fire Station Relocation
project at Kaipapau, Koolauloa, Onhu; and

WHEREAS, the City’s authority to take private properly by eminent domain is a
drastic measure that should only be used when necessary. Resolutions 06-62 and 10-3
included a declaration, pursuant to the requirements of the Revised Chartei, that the
eminent domain proceedings authorized thereby were “necessary for a public purpose
and

WHEREAS, it now appears that eminent domain proceedings may not be
necessary for a new Hauula Fire Station, for the following reasons:

The rationale presented by the Administration for relocating the Hauula Fire
Station--that the current site is in a flood zone--is contradicted by the fact that
the preferred site selected for the new station is a beactifront lot of 1 55 acres
subject to ocean inundation. The current, existing fire station site has never
flooded. Hence, it can be demolished and a new station can be built on the
existing site. Located immediately mauka of the current existing fire station
are two vacant parcels-one parcel of 1.41 acres is owned by the State of
Hawaii and the second parcel of 0.58 acres is owned by the City and County
of Honolulu; and

• It has been reported that the new station will Cost $13 million, which is far
above the cost of an average fire station and more than appears necessary
for a rural area such as Hauula. The need for such an extravagant facility is
questionable in liqht of the Guy’s current fiscal situation: and

1



CITY COUNCIL
‘.- J.i -I Cliv AND COUNTY OFHONO! ULU

FIONOLULU. AWAl: No. 14-1

-. RESOLUTION
-. —

Parcel 1-5-4-18-65 is the last privately-owned business-zoned vacant parcel
in the rural area, it should be maintained for small business opportunities and
related commercial services in rural Hauula. The Administration acquired
business-zoned parcel 1-5-4-18-64 in 2010. which provides a much desired
and needed recycling center and should be continued to reflect the
overwhelming will of the people in Haaula;

and

WHEREAS, the Council therefore teels that the Cfty should discontinue any
efforts to acquire any of the above-identified properties by eminent domain: now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it urges
the City Administration to dismiss any pending eminent domain proceedings for the
acquisition of any of the above—identified properties; and

SE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council further urges the Administration to
consider alternatives to the current siting and size of the proposed new Hauula Fire
Station; and

2



CITY COUNCIL
• CITY AND COUNTY CX HONOLULU

HONOiULUHAWII ND. 14-1

RESOLUTION —

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor. the Managing Director, the Director of Desiqn and Construction, and the
Corporation Counsel.

INTRODUCED BY:

DATE OF INTRODUCTiON:

Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers

3



(A-HCL (J THE MAYOR
CITY AND COUNTY Or HONOLULU

:4jZ ‘;D::r:: .: I’ :4. - IIt.JH :14. •HCer,LUi 0. ‘—“‘ -€‘
,rtC,iO,r pIta • ,&‘ nefli -

M
-

Ms. Denise C. Dc Costa
City Clerk
Office of the City CLerk
City nd County of I lonouIu
]Jonoiiüu, hawaii 96813

March 51 201)6

C:

f)u;ir 1415. Dc (:05111:

Re: M’PROVF{ RESOLUTiON

PROV1DING FOR THE ACQUISRION OF I AND FOR PUBLIC USE,
TO WIT: HAUULA Fl1U STATION RELOCXIION. SITUATE Al
KAWAPALt, KOOtAILOA, OAI IU, 1 IAWAU. AND DFFFRM[NFN6
AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY QErlihi ACQUISITION
1J IFRFOF fly EMINF.N1 DOMAIN.

May’s Message No. Q5O_

i1v 1olIov;;nL’. resolution is approvcd and ret-ui-ned hercwith

Res, 06—01,2

AUachrncüLs

Yours truly.

Mull IT



CITY COUNCIL
•s \1,,) CffYANDCOUNEYOFHONOIUIM 0 6 0 6 2

HONCULU. H.LWAJI

- RESOLUTION

(FOR CONDEMNATION)

PROVIDNG FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC USE, TO WIT:
HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION. SITUATE AT KAlPAPAU, KOOLAULOA,
OAHU. HAWAIi. AND DETERMINING AND DECLARiNG THE NECESSITY OF THE
ACQUISITION THEREOF BY EMINENT DOMAIN.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu:

That for public use and purpose, to wit Hauu]a Fire Station Relocation, Parcel I
(TMK: 54-034-021 (portion)), situate at Kaipapau. Koolaulna. Oahu, Hawaii,
proceedings in eminent domain as provided by law be instituted for the acquisition of
Parcel I in fee simple, the description of which parcel of land is attached hereto and
made a part hereof, and that the Corporation Counsel of the CiLy and County of
Honolulu be and she is hereby authorized and empowered to institute Urn said
proceedings.

That this acquisition by eminent domain is necessary for the aforesaid pubBc use
and purpose.

Ii,

That in the process of said proceedings in eminent domain, the Corporation
Counsel be and she s hereby authorized and empowered to negotiate terms at
settiement, subject to the approval of this Council arid/or of the Court before whcch such
proceedings are commenced.

____

PS



CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY or FIONQLUJJ

HONOLULU, HAAU

RESOLUTIQN

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the CouncI that the Clerk be and is hereby
directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the Department of Design and
Construcbon and to the Department of the Gorporation CounseL

Councilmembers

DATE or INTRODUCTION:

rr-’ -

I Lb .1 b titc

Honolulu, Hawaii

Approved this

______

day of .2006.

4—

MUFI HANN NN. ayor
City and Courllyo nolulu

COROXO.ROi 2



(jCITYCOUNCIL c6-05a
• - CIThAN000IJMTYOFHONOLULL NoHONOWW. r;,r

-

_____

RESOLUTION

HAUULA FIRE STATION RELOCATION

PARCEL 1
(Fee Simple)

Being a portion of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of Land Court Application 1266 and
covered by Transfer Certilicate of Title No. 613.311. Situate at Kaipapau. Koolauloa,
Oahu. HawaU.

Beginning at the East corner of this parcel of land, being also the North
corner of Lot D-2-B Map 4) of Land Court Appucatthn 1266, on the Scuthest side at
Kamehameha Highway, the coordinates ci said point o beginning referred to
Government Survey Triangulation Station “KAIPAPAU being 1,163S3 feet North and
2,080.15 feet East, as shown on Division of Land Survey and Acquisition Parcel Map
File’ No. 17-10-8-27. and running by azimuths measured clockwise from true South:

•

49G 41’ 300.00 feet along Lot D-2-B (Map 4) ci Land Court
Application 1266;

2. 139° 41’ 150.05 feet along remainder of Lot D-1 (Map 3) of
Land Court Application 1266;

3. 229° 41’ 30024 feet along same:

Thence along the Southwest side of
Kamehameha Highway on a curve to
the right with a radius of 1.61228 feet,
the chord azimuth arid distance being:

4. 319° 46’ 24 150.05 feet to the point of beginning and
Containing an area of t038 acres,

COcCOCORO6 3
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CITY COUNCIL
CThACOLJNTY’D hONOLULU

HcThJOLULJ HA’IAI;
CERTIFICATE

RESOLUTION 06-062
Irutsoduced O2.5:C’S By- DONOVSN DELA CUZ (ER Comrn:Uct. PUBLIC Efl

TiJe RESOLUTION FOR CONDEMNATION PROVIThN FOR THE ACQW5TiON OF LAND O PUBLIC USES
To wa HAUUL4 FIRE STAON RELOCATION, SrUATE AT KAIPAPAU, KOOLALILOA, OAHU, HAcIAu
AND DETE-R?INNO AND DLCLINC THE NECLSSflY CE THE ACQUISWON THEREOF BY EMINENT
DOM.4JN

Links: RESO6-062
D—0156

PUBLIC 02/22/05 CR-125 - RESOLUTION REPORTED CUT OF CoMMITTEE 10 BE LATE) OVER. ORDEREDSAFETY PUBLISHED AND SUBSEQUENTLY ADCPTED

-
_______

_______

COUNCIL 03/01/OS RESOLUTION LAID OVER AND ORDERED PUBLISHED. CR-126 ADOPTED.
APO V CACIIOLA Y DELACRUZ V OJOU Y GARCIA V

KORAVASHI MARSHALL V OKINO V TAM V
PUBLISH 03134/06 RESOLUTION GIST PUBLISHED IN THE HONOLULU STAR BULLETIN.
COUNCIL 02J15J06 RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

APO V CACHOD; V DELA CRUZ V DJOU E ZARCIA V
KOBAYASHJ V MARSHALL V OKINO V TAM E

r:iitbv crify thaL Tim t’ct s a :ruC ,ecrd ulaclion hyihe C,cfIiI c-iTh,—ar, and Count,- ci

OENISL C. DC COSTA. CflY CLERK CI’UZ ChAIR A’D



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Thursday! March 3, 2022 6:43 PM
Subject: Council Testimony
Attachments: 2022030318430I_RESD_22-1 1

_-_Concurrent_State_Legislature_BILL_HB1 434.pdf

Written Testimony

Name Choon James
Phone

Email ChoonJamesHawaN@gmail.com
Meeting Date 02-03-2022

Council/PH
CouncilCommittee

Agenda Item Resolution 22-11
Your position

Opposeon the matter

Representing Self

Organization

Aloha,

I’m sharing these documents for the record relating to this very quick
taking authored by District 2 City Council Member Heidi Tsuneyoshi,

I’m very concerned that Resolution only took 25 days to introduce and
adopt.

The takings of a private property is one of the biggest sticks that a
government can impose, next to imprisonment and the death penalty.

Again, I’m very concerned about providing excessive powers to the
Written Department of Planning & Permitting without specific criteria and
Testimony parameters. There are too much arbitrary options.

Please note the attached PDF file of Hawaii Legislature HB 1434
where on February 23, 2022 when Tsuneyoshi’s Resolution 22-11 was
adopted, this HB 1434.

This HB goes a step higher - to allow DPP to exercise NON-Judicial
Foreclosure on private properties through DPP Fines.

Private Property Rights along with Free Speech and Due Process
must be safeguarded fiercely.

1



Mahalo,
Choon James

Testimony 20220303184301 RESO 22-11-
Attachment _ConcurrentState Legislature BILL HB1 434.pdf
Accept Terms

1
and Agreement

IP: 192.168.200.67

2



HBI434HD1
FIHATI)JGTO :ncmIpm(s.

I Ctv ,nd Con:y ‘1 -,rothj 14n,;;’ Wtar I Riw-’. S1t R f’t(
kflcn.’. carte, C X cd,cnr. t, M riivdW prtc4rtt fli dIUssc at, p.tcain9c .vc jft42tiaa1L ‘-te ttc bz gal unptdfl 9!1IJ m flu I sIft-rThfl : sa I!

Ck’ ni E!xrfy 1 ‘t(tIlJ

:tccos2’il. R1k2 1,tc,Xfli by -cs.flt ct ret.’

St2tu. Tnt

u1fl22 H FliItt

1fl97a2? H Irnrxuat Rr )

19W1022 I-i RE(%TTttYC,R1CI4IflJIShed I

41) H
Jfl ‘th

ire cC4flflHt.e C (j’C (,rfl’,rmnd that tw ,‘n,j r, be PStE). WI 11 &‘IL5CI€KTS.
H ‘‘‘ W tca,.,s: 6 Ay rpple 4yJ 3o.a,s)c’. Rk XC4,9frtrI<,. ck-J,i fl’3S. Vatr,Tiu(’); A.’ flt, (,‘r,t ,rc .rc none: 3LxaL. rx rtubve(e’ A4in;, tt!tcm. ‘i’c,n..

2I ‘fl’? H ““ fl’- CMi CZm. Ihi. kt SiS 2?) as n’tctd i nO

Faiai cnoc14 R,gcir. as a’in$,d flit I and ,ittt 13 the 1 .nQinsn i.-ç aye wth cc nt-c-,rwrn .eIr rca (0) anti rgr* c$ano (0)

1UPO’2
- FI &fndu tobet..we t’ M{. -‘ ‘.êe3Yh 07 Z3.V-aPM n Kr-- rnr1-<e—
- rcn 325 .a o,,Ie,m:t

1h r(r.ilrIan a, WA r-,-re14 than itt n,oSe ta P*SStJ), UNAHFNEJ, 1 he ,ttrcc
H

wctcw,n,- U )d’zra, C. KkioyeJiI.
- t ct&,4 i.o,. rIdsnjr,, acm r’Ir,kr Av *th r,-wnre FtDlc’titSJFS)tildvtw. W.ittl; t: rc, 1,.4 t’asd: rnn&

,, Repot trcti l-A(!t,tt. Cain. P.ii. No (cTh-U), nwnn I’r.l tssa,p., ritei&oenq.

S_cd .-Hafk.jjD-- Ad
A A. I In

5OmC a tha tiC’.t’ WAnt n J4C’.kt,A CDX, flLlW_ 1t. rS4t Z’t --.:-.i - (Cf m1

HB1434 HDI



CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU520 SOUTH KING STREET, ROOM 202
HONOLULU! HAWAII 96813-3065
TELEPHONE: (Ova) 768-5010 • FAX: (ada) 768-5011

Ccunci,nembcr Dishict 5
teIephone (808) 768-5005
Email: ekytayiionoIuIu-Qov

February IS, 2022

TO: CHAIR M M. NAKASHIMA, COMMITTEE ON SUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN
AFFAIRS )J)
VICE CHAIR SCOT 1 MATAYOSHI, COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY &
HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

FROM: COLJNCILMEMBECt&CVTN SAY
HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL. DISTRICT V

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 143$

Aloha Chah- Nakashima, Vice Chair Matayoshi, and Members of the Committee on Judiciary &Hawaiian Affairs:

I am a Current member of the Honolulu City Council representing District Sand serving as the Chairof the Budget Committee. I stand in support of House BiLl 1434, which aims to authorize covnties,after adoption oran ordinance, to sell private property after all notices, orders, and appeal
proceedings arc exhausted and to use those revenues to pay unpaid civil fines relaled (0 that prvpcrty.

Within the dLtct I represent, we have multiple propeitis with Notices of Violations and/or Nticcsof Orders which have resulted in substantial fines to the property ocrs. These properties havebrought health and safety hazards w the neighboring residents and community however, theaccruing fines have riot been a strong enough incentive to move the property owners to correctiveactioit

Our City Corporation Counsel is curicndy able to initiate a Judicial Foreclosure process, which hasbeen successful in similar instances; however, this is a long process that rakes valuable resourcesaway from other pressing legal marten. It also Leaves the community with detrimental publicnuisances such as (ices. flash, and venniit House BiLL 1434 wotild allow the City to keep ourneighborhoods safe by stopping illegal activities, health hazards, and other public nuisances onproperties in a more efficient and expeditious manner.

Thank you for this opportunity to tcsti’ in support of house Bill 1434. Thank you for your time andconsideration.



UEPARTM[N: OF PLAP4ING AND PERMIrYING
CITYAND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

650 SOurN KING STHL±T F1C)CIR • HONOlULU, FIAWAII c.sa,
PHORC: aCJ7B$-dØU • FAX: 6Ot) TS.EC4t

DEPT. WLS SITF liWsE hpluor’ yea - CITt Wfl Silt: fiww.hynr.24111J by”

DEAN UCRtA
DIR F cTOaRICK L’kDl

DA’M4 TAXLUCHI APUKA
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

WLkNF H T&’Qjtr&a
DtPUTY UIHFCTOfl

The Honorable Mark M Nakashima, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary
and Hawaiian Affairs

Hawaii House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu1 Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Nakashima and Committee Members:

Subject House Bill No, 1434, HD I
Relating to the Counties

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) strongly supports House BillNo. 1434, [ID 1, which wouki allow the counties to collect on liens filed on properties forcivil fines throvgh a non-judicial foreclosure process.

This Bill will specifically address the need at the City to bring closure to pendingcivil tines imposed on landowners who are in violation of the City’s land use and buildingordinances. Currently, violators are issued a Notice at Violation and provided time tocure the violation, either by removing the violation or obtaining the proper approvals. Ifno action is taken by the landowner, a Notice of Order is issued with daily civil finesimposed until the violation is corrected. Once the tines accrue to a certain amountbased on the type at violation, a lien is placed on the property. The DPP also flags thelandowner’s drivers license, motor vehicle registration1 etc., which the owner will not beable to renew until the fines are paid.

Unfortunately, many of Our liens go uncollected, and violators continue to breakthe law. The City’s Corporation Counsel (COR) lacks sufficient resources to invest inthe lengthy judicial foreclosure process. Having the ability to pursue an administrativeforeclosure process to address outstanding liens and civil fines Will give some leverageover the landowner to comply or lose their property.

We have an existing situation in Hauula, where the owner of a property in theAgricultural distflct is turning the site into a base yard for his constmction business. Theneighbors are complaining, the Counclirnember representing that district is complaining,and we have exhausted our current legal remedies. We have issued NOVs and NOOs

February 23. 2022



The Honorable Mark M Nakashima. Chair
and Members of the Committee on Judidary
and Hawaiian Affairs

Hawaii House of Representatives
House Bill No. 1434, 1-40 1
February 23, 2022
Page 2

to stop the work and imposed civil fines that are well over $400,000. We have
requested assistance from the Prosecutors Office, which has declined to pursue
charges without a criminal investigation being conducted. The DPI’ has filed a
complaint with DCCNRICO (contractor’s license), and it has declined to pursue the
complaint because the actions were taken on his own private property. Currently, we
are having COR work on an injunction against the landowner and seeing it we can
pursue a criminal investigation in support of prosecution. The DPP is also aware of an
ongoing State Attorney General investigation that DPP is assisting, as needed. Having
the ability to administratively foreclose would give us more control of the landowner to
cease the illegal activities on his property.

Currently, the counties have legislative authority to use the non-judicial
foreclosure process to collect on real property tax liens. The proposed legislation wouldextend this authority to the counties to use a similar process to collect on liens based oncivil fines,

We respectfully request your support and approve this important legislation.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify

Director
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The Honorable Mark M. Nakashirna, Chair
The Honorable Soot 2, Matayeshi. Vice Chair
And Marnben of the I icuse Committee on Judbary arid Hawaitail Affairs

Subject Testimony in Supped of HE 1434, HO 1, Re(atang to the Counties
Hearing Wednesday, February 23, 2022 at 2:00 p.m, Conference Room 325

rrn Bgandon Elefanle. Honolulu City Counciliflonber and Chair of the Zoning and Planning Committee, I amtestifying in strong support of fiB 1434, I-lW.

The BUt amends Section 46-1,5 of fiRS to authorize counties. including the City and County of 1-tonolulu (City), afteradoption of an ordinance, to sell private property after all notices. orders, and appeal proceedings are exhaustedarid to use those revenues to pay unpaid civil fines mated to that property.

his my understanding that the City has numerous situations Micro property owners continue with illegal actions.causing a pLxb{ic nuisance to the surroundinq communities, despite the City’s Department of Planning andPerTniIling (DPP) issuing muthple Notice of Violations and Notice of Orders.

The Bd1 will provide the City and DPP with an additional, effective tool to stop The iUeQaI actions and public nuisanceoccurnng on the property through a non-judicial foreclosure. which is loss time-consuming and more efficient thanthe judicial foreclosure process.

Please adovl HO 1434, HOl.

Sincerely,

Brandon [lefarite
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The Honorable Aaron Ung Johanson, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Consumer
Protection arid Commerce

HawaH House of Representatives
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Johanson and Committee Members:

Subject: House Eli! No. 1434
Relating to the Counties

The Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) strongly supports House Bill
No. 1434, WhiCh would allow the counties to collect on liens filed on jwoperties for civil
fines throu9h a non-judicial foreclosure procesa

This Bill will specifically address the need at the City to bring closure to pending
clvi] fines imposed on landowners who are in violation of the City’s Land use and building
ordinances. Currently, violators are issued a Notice of Violation and provided time to
cure the violation, either by removing the violation or obtaining the proper approval& If
no action is taken by the landowner, a Notice of Order is issued with daily civil fines
imposed until the violation is corrected. Once the fines accaje to a certain amount
based on the type of violation, a lien is placed on the property. The DPI’ also tlaqs the
landowner’s driver’s license, motor vehicle registration. etc.. which the owner will not be
able to renew until the fines are paid,

Unfortunately, many of our liens go uncollected, and violators continue to break
the law. The Citys Corporation Counsel (COR) lacks sufficient resources to invest in
the lengthy judicial foreclosure process. Having the ability to pursue an administrative
foreclosure process to address outstanding hens and civil tines will give some leverage
over the landowner to comply or lose their property.

We have an existing situation in Hauula, where the owner of a property in the
Agricultural distilet is turning the site into a base yard for his construction busines& The
neighbors are complaining, the Councilmember representing that distit is complaining,
and we have exhausted our current legal remedies. We have issued NOVs and NOOs

February 15, 2022
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to stop the work and imposed civ lines that are well over $400,000. We have
requested assistance from the Prosecutors Office, which has declined to pursue
charges without a criminal investigation being conducted. The DPP has filed a
complaint with DCCAIRICO (contracto(s license), and ft has declined to pursue the
complaint because the actions were taken on his own private property. Currently, we
are having COR work on an injunction against the landowner and seeing if we can
pursue a criminal investigation in support of prosecution. The DPP is also aware of an
ongoing State Attorney General investigation that DPP is assisting, as needed. Having
the ability to administratively foreclose would give us more control of the landowner to
cease the illegal activities on his property.

Currently, the counties have legislative authority to use the non-judicial
foreclosure process to collect on real property tax liens, The proposed legislation would
extend this authority to the counties to use a similar process to collect on liens based on
oMi fines.

We respectfully request your support and approve this important legislation.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Very truly yours,

AJka
Dean Uchida
Director
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Febnaxy 14., 2022

liuust’ Committee on Consumer Pi-ulcetion and Conimerce
Representathe Aaron Johanson, Chair
Rcpnsentathe lisa Kitagawa. Vice Chair
Members of the Committee

RE: Testimony in Support of JIB t434 -. Relafingto Caunties

Aloha Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and members of the committee,

Thank you for the pportunity to share my support for JIB 1434, Relating to Counties. Thepurpose of this bill is to gram counties with the express anthorhy to engage in the non-judicialforeclosure process if the county adopts ordinances or rules cstablishirg the process. My supportfor this measure i5 specific to public nuisances, specifically the habitual or bad adors whocontinue to ignore the fines, liens, and other administrative penalties that the City and County ofHonolulu’s Department of Planning and Permitting assesse& Neighbors of these public nuisancepropcrbcs are negatively affected and experience frustration th having owners address these

Last year I introduced Bill 17 (2021), which became Ordinance 21-19, that requires ow,nrs ofpublic nuisances that reach specific thresholds to have administrative liens attached to other cityfees and provided no reduction in fines. Despite this new ordinance, however, the city continuesto face challenges with forcing these owiers to come under compliance. In these specificinstances, havingthe authority to commence in ‘tim-judicial foreclosure proceedings wilt give thecounties a final tool to encouraging compliance and, if necessary, take steps to remove the publicnuisance though the foreclosure prncttss. This enforcement action is vita) to ensuring thatproperty owners who neglect toaddrcss public nuisances and ignore multiple warnings, penalties,and fines can face foreclosure actions to protect our communities and maintain a high quality oflife for neighboring residents. Thank you for hearing this important measure

Mahalo.

Oouncilmembcr Tommy Waters
r)tu-kt4 (Ncnvcii Kui, Kuliauou, Mu Vallcv,Aina Haina, Wailupe, Wakslcre.-Iki, Kalani Valley.Kcthala. lVithernina Rise, Kafrnuki, pothons ofKapahuhz Diamond Head, Black Foists, Waikiki.and Ala Mourn, Reach Park)
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February 14, 2022

Aloha Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and members of the House Committee
n Consumer Protection and Commerce:

As Vice Chair of the Honolulu City Council, I write in support of HB1434, which
would grant counties with the express authority to initiate non-judicial foreclosures
on properties f the county adopts ordinances or mIcs establishing the procos&

Unfortunately, despite the City and County of Honolulu’s Department of Permitting
and Planning’s attempt to address public nuisances, there are noncompliarit
individuals who cntinue to ignore fines, liens, and other administrative penalties,

oftentimes to the detriment of the community.

In 2021, the Council passed Sill 17, whidi became Ordinance 21-19, requiring
owners of public nuisances That reach a specific threshold to have administrative
liens attached to other City fees and provided no reduction in fines. However,
despite this new ordinance, the City continues to face challenges with compliance.
Having a non-judicial foreclosure option will provide a necessary tool for the City to
protect our communities and maintain a high quality of life for neighboring residents
from property owners who do not address public nuisances and ignore warnings,
penalties, and fines.

Thank you for your consideration of my testimony on This important matter.
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The Hnnoxabe Aarnn Li Johanson, Chair
The Honoraole Lisa Kitagawa, Vce Chair
And Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce

Subject Tcslmiany in Suppot of FiB 1434 Relating to the Counties
Hearing: Tuesday. Pebaiary 15 2122 at 2:00 p.nt. Conference Room 329

rm Brandon Elefante, Honolulu City Counc$,necnber and Ctiair ot the Zoning and Planning Coninliltee. I amtestifying in sb’un support of [18 1434,

The Bill amends Sedion 48-1.501 I-IRS to authorize counties, indudinq the City and County of Honolulu (City), afteradoption of an ordinance, to sell private property after a no(ices, orders, and appeal proceedings are exhaustedand to use those revenues to ay unpaid civil tines related to that property.

It i.s my understanding that the City has numerous siuaUons where property owners cont,nue with illegal actions,Causing a public nuance to the surrounding communities, despite the Cits Department & Planning andPermitting (DPP) issuing multiple Notice of Violalions and Notice of Orders.

The Bill will provide the City and DPP with an additional, ellective tool to stop the illegal actiarts and public nuisanceoccurring on the property through a non-judicial foreclosure. whicl te less tirneconsijming and more efficient Thanthc’ judicial foreclosure process.

Please adopt 1-18 1434.

Sinceroly.

8randon fletante



CITY COUNCILCITY ANI’ CCUNT? or kONOLLJLU3O SOUTH fNG SmELT, ROOM P2HONOLULU. HAWAII 9653-3Oi3:1 Tri.Ec’HONr (&,r) 766-SOlD • rAx’ (D6I 765-5011

Councilmeiflbcr Dtrict S
Telephone: (808) 7584005
Email: ckysay©tiosioIulu,gov

February 15, 2022

TO: ChAIR AARON LINO JOIJANSON, cOMMIrfEE ON (:ONSUMER
PROTECT[ON AND COMMERCE
VICF CHAIR LISA KITAGAWA, COMMInEE ON CONSLJM hR PRC)TFC’JIONANT) COMMERCE

FROM: COIINCILMEMRER CALVIN SAY
HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL. DISTRICT V

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE KILL 1434

Aloha Chair Johanson, 4rice Chair Kitaguwa. and Sembcrs of the Committee on ConsumerProtection and Commerce:

I am a current member of’ the Honolulu City Council rcprestnting Disthet Sand sening as the Chairof the fludet Committee. I stand in support of’ House Hill 1434, which aims to authorize counties,after adoption of sri ordinance, to sell private property after all notices, orders, and appealproceedings are exhausted and to use those revenues to pay unpaid civil fines related to that property.

Within the district I represent, we have multiple propenies with Notices of Violations an&or Nuticesof Onlers which have resulted in substantial fines to the property owners These properties havebrought health and safety bards to the neighboring residtnts and community; however, theacensing fines have not beexi ‘a strong enough incentive to move the property owners to correcli’eaction,

Out’ City Corporation Counsel is currently able to initiate a Judicial Foredosure process, which hasbeen swxcssfiul in similar instances; however, this is a long pi-ocess that lakes valuable resourcesaway from other pressing legal matters. It also leaves the community with detrimental publicnuisances such as fires, nash, and vermin. House Bill 1434 would allow the City to keep ourneighborhoods safe by stopping illegal activities, health hazards, and other public nuisances onproperties in a more efticient and expeditious manner.

Th4nk you for this opportunity to testify in support of! louse Bill 1434 ‘Thank you for your time andcoitsidtwation.
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Report Title:
city and COLflI.y of E•:inciu ayor’s Packaçe; Civil Fines; Sale of
Real Property

Description:
Autorlzes countieri, after adoption of an orditanoc-, to sell
private property after all notices, otdcrs, arid uvpci procccdinc::
are exhausted and to use LLou revenues to pa’: unpaid c:vi .1. f:nos
rciated Lo UiaL proparty Effective 1/1/2030. (IJD1)

71w summary descfltion of !eqfstation ay,eoA.,g on this p3ge is for in!onrtatipnel purposes on(y and is not
legislation or eWdnce of iegisffitlve Anto,it.
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(26i Any county may establish a captive instu-jncc company parsntnt to article 9. chapwr 43 t;ar!d

(27) Each county shall have the power to enact aid ejifturce orthnanccs regu1athg towingopctalions,U

SUT1CN 2. Statoxv matericti LiD b-c uIN)caied s bcketed

and strickEn. tew statutory mtcxiai underrcoroci.

SECrIQN 2. This Act shall Lake cfect on .Jc,nuarv , 2 DEaD.
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dc:ctmined pproriratc )n:Dlucr.c both thu initial

ci’ri ‘. fine and ar.v aczued daily civil f re, ahall

irnediately b000trLe due and col].octi bic :o11owng

:eauuriab]e riotcc to tho vjclaLon If n review at

the. accrued civtl fine is reqeuzd, the aicunt. of

t:e ciVil ti no, noc to exccd Lhe total auc:rua of

civi’ fine prior te correcting the violation, shall

:nL-ned:ately become due an-ri coLectib:e follow:nq

:eaunable ncLice tc the’:iolator. ab the

conipletior. of all appea proceedr.o.sHL. Aftev all

¶ its&a, CYQCZ, an

exha’iste a county may satisfy ai unptcivil

tines thzvu.h the power of sale cii the rral

c-jeyt to a recorded lien wt’f

I sale shall become IuJlv effccjive within acounts

1
the_enactment ot if

wr.priatn and partinu1ar ,_nrdinancescr

U- rules e alüishing,heDnw.nrf n.alet and

(F) Tf no county agency exists to conduct appc*a

proccudingo for a particular civil fine action

taken by the couray. then one Ea1l he ostablishe

by ordinance bolero the county nhail lrsuone the

civiL tine;

(25) Any law to the conuaiy notwithstanding, any county mayor, by executive order, may
cxempt donors. provider agencies, homeless facilities, azd any other program for the homclcss
under part XVII of cbptcr 346 from real property taxes, waler and sewer devclopment fees, ratescollected for water supplied to consurnenc and for use of sewers. and any other County tnxes.chanes, or tè; provided dwt any county ‘nay enact ordinancçs to regulate and grant thu
cxcmptiens granted by this paragraph;
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(ID) At the corapleti en ot anappuol r whici: th

county’s c:itorcement action affi rrred and upon

correction of the ‘:i ci ation. it rcgucsLc:d by the

vjoiator, the case !hali be reviewed by the county

gflncy that inued the CVD 1 tIflCS to de.ter:ui:i€

the appr upri atencs:s of the dnount of tim civi 1

±ines thut accrued whHe the appe3l proceedings

were pending. Tn [Lu review ce the amount of the

accrued finu4, the county agency may consider:

(1) The nature and egregiousness 0± the violation:

(ii The duraticn of the violation;

(iii) the number of recurring and other iniar

viebtic>ns;

{iv) An.,r etfort Caen by the vio:atcr to correct the

‘sjcJlatior;

(v) The degree of i nvolvenenz in cau-;i ng or

ccrnuin’ the voiatiun;

(vi) Rcasonn icr any delay in the ocimoiction CL the

appeal: and

(vii) Other extenuatiriq ciruuntstancet.

The civil fine that. lo imposed by adinistrrtivc

order after this tevicw it completed and the

iolaLion IC corrected shall he subject to

t:cvicw, notwithstandinq any prey Sionu tot

acL-nini:trative revIew in county charters;

(i’:tter completion o± a review of the :rncunt ot

accrued civJ fine by the county agency that

imposed the line, the artount of the civil fine
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char:cs a: :;pc fe.—.1 by courLv ordinance,

the jr.naid civil fines sha I be doomed Lmmndiately

due, CWflL, and d Ii antent and may bc nc I ected in

any lawful manner. The cr000duLe Icr cox lectirin of

unpaid civil fino authorized ix: this paraqraoh

chall be in addit:nn to any OtLer rrooedure for

cc] lec:iuu V’iI Iabe tO tflo StaLe and county by i4

or r:res of the courts;

C) Each county may irpose civil fi riE-.S upen axy per;on

who places qratiiti on any real or personal

nropoety owned, manaijed, or maintained by Lie

county. The fine rr.ay ho up to $1,000 or stay be

equal to the actual cost. of having the datqed

property repaired or replaced. The parent or

urjrdian havirr cuatody of a minor who Leics

qzalirti on arv £ca_ or personal pior’crLv owned,

managed, or maintained by the county shal. be

jointly nd severally Iiab.e with the minor for any

civil ±ine.s inposed hereundot. Any juch fint- may

be administrative]y imposed after an OppeJrLU:L1ty

for a bean r;g under chaoni’r 91, but such a

proceedlig shall not he a proreT:site for any

civil fine ordered by any courz. As used in this

subparagraph, graiLi” mear.r- any ur.authorized

drawinq, i rjcrip:ion, figurc, or mark of ny type

intentir)flaily created v paint, ink, chalk, dye, or

nixni :ar substanceE;
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fi 0120. Upon rucordat iOn ci a notice of noai-d

civil Lrs in Lhe h:rc-au ut conveyances, the

UnD:JT1: ci the oR’!! tines, nc1udinq ny increase

in the aricunt of the tIre WLOh the county may

assess. hll conL;titt:c a 11cr4 upon all tea:’

proPerty or righti to cai uroporty bc’or:ginrj to

any person liable or thi:- unpaid civil H fles. The

lien in favor of the ccuny 3haiI he subordinate to

any lien in a’,or of any person recorded or

regstered prior to th recordatior of the notice

of unpaid Civil fines and senior .o ar.v lien

recorded or £c2gi5tered after the reccrdatinn of the

notice. The lien ohall cor.:inue until the unpaid

civil fines are paid in full cr until a certificate

of re1ese or p3rtial reeae of the lien, prepared

by th county at the :wncr’s expense. is xooorded.

The notice ci tnpaid civil fines shall state rhe

anount cf the fine as of the daze of the notice arid

maxirnurl permsnibie daily increase of the fine.

The county 5hal 1 nut be required to ir.c] uric a

social security numbe r sLdte gencrl eXC1fl1

taxpaYer i denti ti Catior fl-JinZer, or federal employer

identific,’azicri cnanDer on the notice, Recordatiorj

of the not cc in toe bureau of conveyances shdll he

dec’r-ud, at such tile, for all ourpoes and without

any further oction, to procure a lien or land

registered in iand court under chspter 501. After

the unpaid civil fines arc’ added to the taxes.
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from the cktc ci the final wri’tcn deczuicn.

pocccdings shall rot be a prsrequisiUi tor any

oivil iron or rnjunctivC relief ordered by the

circuit court;

(13) ach cour::y by ordinance may provide for the

addition ot any unuuid cvi1 !ine:, ordered by any

court of competent Jun di etion, to any tuxe:;,

or charrcn, wi tt the exccpt on of ces or

charges for water for resideutru) use and newer

charges, collected by the c•OuriLy Each county by

ordinance ray also provide for the, addition of any

:innaid administratively rrnpcsec civil fines, which

remain thie atter all judicial review riqht:; uider

section 91-24 are exhauzt:ed, to any taxes, fees, or

charges, with the exception of water for

residential use and sewer charcrcs. collected by the

county. The ordinarce shall ;pec: fy Lie

adinlstrat.ive procedures for the addition of the

unpaid civil fiaca to the cIigibe taxes, fees, or

charges and may require hcarnqn or other

proceedings After addition of the unpard civil

tines to the taxes, feco, cr chances, the unai.d

civil fines shall not become a part of any taxes,

Leer., or characc The County by ordinance may

condition the ZtLhLrlCC or renewal of a I i CCflsc,

approval, or pernit for whir.h a fee or chdrge is

asrsed, except for water for residcr.tial -use and

sewer chaxocs, on oatrenz of the unpaid civil
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Collect raLwt for wJiLr .ipnied tc: consunerr nnd

for the uSe of ZtyvcLs;

) Instafl water rnetcr: wheneves deemed expcd:ort;

orovi dod that owrier of prernisc; t,avrq vesLed

water rahts -jnder cx±S:ing i.ws ppurennt m the

prernin shall not, be charaed for the nstaIlation

01 use of the waf.er mete::; on the premi es; utt

(F) 9’e over from the State cxiting waterwcrks

syeterns, ineludng aLcr rights, pipe:ires, and

cUier appurtenances belonging Lhcrctc, sod Sewer

systems, and to enlarge, develop, ar,d iZ:ov the

same;

(G) For purooseo r;f suhpatacjraphs (U) dod (C)

(I) !ITtltiItxaiicThn means groundwater, rainwater,

and saltwater that enters the county wer

:ystcru through crac:ed, broon, or defective

sewer lLerai 5;

(ii) ‘1nfiow” means nonsewaoc u:lteririq L1:e county

towcr systc’m ‘jla ir.appropraze or illegal

Connect ions;

(24) (A) Each county njy jmpos’ cjvi fines, in adeticn to

criminal penaltie:, for any v:olctscr. of County

crcir.aneej or ruleij aftat rcaoc,a,ie nolice and

requoLs to Correct Or cease the vioiaL.Lon ha’e

been made upon the v:oatur. wv acirniriiSt:aLve1y

irioo:;nd civil tt ne sha not b arllccted until

after anoppo.Lunity for hearing inder chanter

Any anpeul rthall he fi ed within thirty days
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str(ets and the p:jhbc ways, 3nt br Ljshlnj Lhe

SewerS; and

ID) Open, close, ccnztrtct, or crJI lrita:n ctarty hiçjaways

or charge toll an county hiqhways; provided that

all :e’senhlcs received frer a tall C:iarqe snaIl be

used for the construction or rantc’nar.re of county

hi cjhwavs;

(20) Each county shall have the power to regulate the renting, subletting, and rental conditions
of proptrty for places of abode by ordinance;

(21) Unless otherwise provided by law, each county shall have the power to etahlish by
ordinance thc ordcr of suceession of county officiaLs in the event of a military or civil disaster,

(22) rch county shall have the power to sue and he sued in its corporate name;

(23) Rich county shall have the power to:

(10 Establia.arjd maintain watrworks and sewer workt;

B) i:rplement eewer flionitorlng ptcgram that ir.c!udes

the i:i:spection of sower laterals tiidt oonncct to

county sewuri, when Lono laterals are locaLed on

public- or rivaLe Eropc:-y. after provdi rj a

property owner not ietr than Len caier4dar days’

writtc’n notice, to deLect leaks from laterabi,

i nfiltrdtnr), nd infl ow, nriy other law to the

contrary :totwithsLanding;

(C) Compel at. owner of ptivate procerty uon wnich is

located any sewer lateral thar Conflects to a county

sewer to nsec t that lateral for leaks,

in!ilrrarion, and inflow and to pefort rcpaiL di

necessary;
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.:DdjfljfCu nad inoor :hi :r:.a’h, who tha!l

have the some owcr as qiven by aw OLJCntS 1

the department. ol heel th, 5ubject tniv to

lmitation: placed on them by the :crris and

corditicis of their apnointients,

(D) Px a pe:uñty for the volotion of :tv ordinance,

which pcridlby my he a mi c’Jcmeurior, peLty

misrneorio’, or- vioati on as defined by general

(15) Each county shall have thc powet to provide public pounds: to rcniiate the impounding of
stray animals and fowl, and their disposition; auid to provide for the appointment, powers, dunes,
and fees of animal control ofticens

(16) Faeh anrntv shall have the power to purchase and otherwise acquire, lcusc, and hold real
and personal propcrtv within the defined boundamies of the county and to dispose of the n,al nd
personal property as thc interests of the inhabitants of the county may require, except that:

(A) ny prepcrtv held for schuol purpDes nay net be

di:po5ed of without. the consent of thu

soerinLrtdent of e:JucuLon;

(B) MO nro;crLv hordertcJ the ocean shal l be suld or

ozherwbs disposed of; dUd

(C) Mi proccethi from the sale of pam-k iand ahall be

€xptnded only for the aDuiSo- of property for

park c: rerreational purp:se;

(17) Each county shall have the power to provide by charter br the prosecution of all offenses
and to prosecute for offenses against the laws of the Slate under the authority of the attorney
ecncrai 0f the State;

(US) Each county shall have the powcr to make appropriations in amounts deemed appropriate
[mm arty moneys itt the treasury. for the purpose of:

(A) Conununity preniotion and public celebrations;
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(2) The cntertaianer;r of disl- ngLIshed r;orsun: as may

from time to tine visit zhc• court.y

(C) The untcrtai:invn: of othor cL:stlng’2ish2d pc-rson:,

as well a, public officiaEs weri duenaci to be in

the best interest of the coicru tv: and

(I]) The renderinec,f cvc tribute to rjdivjdua1s who,

by virLue of the2r acconipiishmcrts and oo-r.runty

Service, nerit civic cc nendetions, recognition, or

reiteit)ra ncc;

(19) Each county shall have the power to:

(A) Construct, purchase. tdke on lejue, lccso,

ubieasc,, or in .riy otter n;drtflCr aecruare, manage,

rnaxntin, or disnose of buildngs for county

purposes, wwers, cewer svStems, ou;itping stations,

waterwor:;. irciudi ng rcson’o:rs, wefls, pipe] ino,

and orhe conduits for distrihutin water to the

public, 1ghLinq p3ants, and apparatus and

appliances tox lighting streets and publrc

huiid5 figs, and rna!Laqe., reguite, and controi the

(B) Hcquiatc, and control the location and quolity of

all applan:cz nc:cesary to the furni:;nir;- of

waLer, heat, light, powet, telephone, and

telecormumications service to the county;

(C) ciuire, rogu]atc’, and control any and &2

app) i ance for the zprink i ng nd c ea i ng of the



From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Thursday! March 3, 2022 6:50 PM
Subject: Council Testimony
Attachments: 202203031 84935_Resoiution_22-1 1_DPP_Sub-Culture.pdf

Written Testimony

Name Choon James
Phone

Email ChoonJamesHawaiigmail.com

Meeting Date 02-03-2022

Council/PH
Council

Committee

Agenda Item Resolution 22-11

Your position on Oppose
the mailer

Representing Self
Organization

Aloha,
For the purpose of sharing information and research in the future
about this policy-making, I’m sharing these documents for the record
relating to this very quick taking authored by District 2 City Council
Member Heidi Tsuneyoshi.

Many are very concerned about providing excessive powers to the
Department of Planning & Permitting without specific criteria and
parameters. There are too much arbitrary options.

Written
Please note the attached PDF file of selected events that cause theTestimony
public to be queazy about allowing DPP more powers to seize private
property through fines and through Judicial or NON-Judicial
Foreclosures.

Private Property Rights along with Free Speech and Due Process
must be safeguarded fiercely.

Mahalo,
Choon James

Testimony
20220303184935 Resolution 22-11 DPP Sub-Culture.pdfAttachment — — —

Accept Terms
1and Agreement

1
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Years Before Indictments,
Honolulu Permitting
Department Was Warned
About Corrupt Culture
A city watchdog had raised red flags for years

41about potential corruption in Honolulu’s
planning and permitting department.

ayChnsnna Jedr W à / September 29. 2021 f

& Rr*dincj Ume: 15 mirages

In thc decade before federal investigators charged five permitting
employees for bribery, the Ronolulu Ethics Commission warned the
Department of Planning and Permitting about questionable behavior by staff
and lax oversight that could lead to abuses of power.

The city watchdog agenc:y investigated the department several times after it
received numerous compLaints about a pay-to-play culture, documents show.
Commission attorneys raised concerns about ThctuaL or apparent special
treatment” given to certain customers, according to a confidential memo the
commission sent to DPP in 2012.
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“The appearance of special treatment can be just as detrimental as actual

special treatment because of the potential for doubt to arise in the mind of

the public as to the integrity of the (Permit Issuance) Branch.” the memo

States.

-C.
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Civil Beat obtained the mcrnQfld several other investigative docLJmenI5.

from 2012 through 2015 through a public records request.

Taken as a whole, the records foreshadow the scandal that erupted earlier

this year.

In March. five current and former DPP employees, ilong with a local

architect, were indicted for hribsLryschenies going back as far as 2012.

Former plans examiner Kanani Padeken and the archrtcct, Sill Wong.

plc-aded guilty in AprU. Padeken admitted to expediting Wong’s permits for

bribes totaling at least $28400 from 2017 to 2020, according to her plea

agreement. Wony, CEO of Asia Pacific Architectural Consultants. admined to

—

k

None ‘VCi H’
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bribing Padeken as well as her boss, to whom he admitted paying at least

$29,205 in 2016 and 2017. his plea agreemorl states.

Padeken and Wong are each facing up to 20 years in prison and a fin@ of up

to $250000. They are scheduled to be sentenced in April. which is whnn

trials for the remaining four defendants are slated to begin.

Before the feds stepped in, the five DPP employees accused of crimes were

never disciplined for any wrongdoing, according to their personnel files.

obtained by Civil Seat through a public records request. fn ftct. some

contained thank you notes, including one from Wang expressing

appreciation for a permit employee’s help expediting a permit.

But the charges were the culmination of years of red flags. the ethics records
show.

Setween 2007 and 2012, the Honolulu

a haLf dozen tips about DPP, according

investigations were launched between

Ethics Commission received at least

to the memo, and at least five

2012 and 2015, the records show

€m Ranioc RIG 1upuu, DPP’s Fnpioycu of tho Year in 2rjm.
cid he soke lo ethtcs -ivt,tjrjutors s’ri titles but nevr-r sjj’
tinytnstg cotic o[ it.

“The complaints range

from allegations of

extortion1 bribery, and

illegal gifts, to

preIerc’ntial treatment

for select customers,”

the report stales, but

the commission was

unable to prove any of

it - Because these

types of cases arc very

difficult to prove, they

have yielded no ethics
violations.”
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Still, the commission zoFd DPP [eadership about its concerns several times,
nchidnq in a March 2010 email from then-ethics director Chuck Totto to

Wayne lnouye, then DPP’s permit issuance branch supervisor

Rut the complaints about special treatment and qifts continued, the memo

states. Today, Inouye is one of me defendants awaiting trial for bribery

Moses Rarnos-Kia Tupua, who worked for DPP from 2008 to 2018, said he

was interviewed by ethics staff several times during his time there.

Ethics investigations probed the flow of certain plans o particular

employees, rumors of bribery and a golf tournament in which DPP

employees went home with prizes ranginq from gift cards to TVs. Interviews

with DPP staff revealed a culture in which DPP leaders explicitly asked
vendors to donate “special treats” to its Christmas potluck, according to
ethics records.

But no one was ever held accountable, Ramos-Kia Tupua said.

“Nothing ever changed in all those years, so it’s like, what is the point?” the
former senior building inspector said. 9 think they hod every opportunity to
address the issue.”

Dean Uchida, the current DPP director appointed by Mayor Rick 8langiardi,
said the behavior of the past won’t be tolerated in this administration. An
investigator and special master are currently assessing the weaknesses in
his department, he said, and other reform efforts are planned or underway.

Uchida wouldn’t say the pay-to-play cufture in his department has been
rooted out, but he said he’s committed to taking action when wrongdoing is
reported.

“I can’t say it’s over at this point. he said. ‘But if someone points out
something, we’ll investigate it arid take action. We’re going to fix the
problem
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ELuding Plnns Rowing To S ocifc Clerk REssd
S U S D CD fl S

In February 2011, someone told the Ethics Commission that a DPP employee

was giving special treatment to certain permit applicants.

Those customers wore allegedly bypassing the regular intake system and
going directly to the staffer to receive expedited building permit application

reviews from her and a colleague, according to the complainant, whose
name is rodacted from the memo,

Ethics Commission investigators examined DPP data and noticed zin unusual
pattern.

The employee. whose name is also redacted from the report, didn’t take
scheduled or drop-in aopointmonts like her peers and yet was submitting
ibout the same number of building permit applications into the system as
her colleagues.

CLJSOrflC;S iJ9 ftavr pans Ir DPPs crep hy
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The commission also reviewed DPP’s drop box, where clients can leave their
plans. A review of drop box records showed that the clerk was not getting all
other cases from there, the memo said.

This begs the question: Where does (she) get her customers?” the report
asks.

The commission also lound that the employee assigned all plans from two

customers to one particular residential plans reviewer — even when that
reviewer wasn’t working.

Overall, the ckrk steered a disproportionate number of projects to a single
reviewer, the commission found. Over three years. the employee assigned
approximately 60% of her customers to one reviewer, 40% to another and

none to the third — a violation of DPP policy that required a rotation.

That unequal work distribution resulted in permit review delays, the
commission found.

In addition, the employee admitted to receiving gifts of lunch and other food.
which customers would give her outside of the office to avoid the

appearance of impropriety, the report states.

In interviews with ethics staff, DPP employees also raised concerns about
relationships between friends and family that resulted in certain customers
never having to wait for their plans’ approval.

Despite the Ethics Commission’s findings, the memo concluded that there
wasn’t enough evidence to establish an ethics violation. To proceed with
ethics charges, the commission must have probable cause. Laurie Wang
Nowinski. the Honolulu Ethics Commission’s assistant executive director, said
in an interview.
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“Relieve me, we tried,” she said.

‘I ;L1.1

Instead, the commission recommended several steps to increase
transparc-ncy and accountability. It encouraged DPP to keep complete intake
logs, require the use of a log sheet to evenly distribute assignments to plans
checkers and implement and advertise a policy prohibiting gifts for stall.

The Ethics Commission delivered its report on the cusp of a change in
mayoral administrations. Wang Now!nski said, -and she doesn’t recall hearing
whether DPP implemented changes.

Ramos-Kia Tupua. who left the department in 2018. said DPP didn’t take any
of The COmm;5sOn’s advice.

Civil Boat attempted to reach the last four DPP directors for tomment

Jiro Sumada, who was the acting director of DPP in 2012 and now works for
a local construction and project management firm, did not respond to a
request for comment,

jjyjJfiLs ruce.s state

that means that there

are lacts and

circumstances that

would persuade a

reasonable person to

beheve that there has

been a violation of the

standards of conducL”

The commission

couldn’t meet that

threshold in this case.

Wonq-Nowinski said,

__L_

uric WorTg-Nowr.sk, th,- FlonoIft Ethics Comm rrIoflr

i:tunt executivc director. said ethics qobtons aru tough to

provQ
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CivU Beat was unab]e to reach George Atta, who succeeded Sumacia, or

AiJiitCMaIlecombe, who led DPP in an acting capacity from 2016 to 2017.

Kathy Sokugawa, who was the acting direclot of DPP from 2017 through

2020, declined to comment.

Years Of Ghts, Food And Prizes

The Ethics Commission shared concerns with DPP several other times in the

last decode, records show.
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In October 2012, a DPP employee reported that her coworker had received a
troubling phone call four oí five years earlier. The caller “a very irate man.”
said he was waiting on a permit for which he had paid another zoning plans
examiner a lot of money, an ethics memo states.

The case was closed for lack of evidence, according to the memo.
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In another case around the same time, someone alieged that a DPP worker
was issuing expedited building permits to a cient without proper routing and
approvois. But ethics investigators viere unable to prove a violation. mc-
memo states.

“Although the evidence has shown that he does issue building permits for
partial construction or for construction without plans, there i a loophole in.
the city’s buUding code which allows him to do this7 the memo states,
adding that the employee did this for other customers as well.

A year later, in October 2013. the Honolulu Ethics Commission hivestigated
DPP again.

A complainant tipped off the commission that over two dozen DPP
employees planned to participate in a golf tournament funded by Palekena
Permits. The local company offers “permit expediting scrvicec and thirth
parjy rnviIs in which the code compliance of buflding plans is certified by a
licensed private sector professional instead of a DPP employee.

Permitting companies like Palekana are among DPP’s most frequent clients,
and the ethics report said some of the DPP employees who participated in
t[ie golf event were in a position to approve or deny the company’s penmiLs.
The city ethics code prohibits city employees from acceptinq gifts that are
intended to influence them in their dutieS.

The [thics Commission

had been informed

about Palekana’s

tournament before, in

addition to a lunch the

company catered for

DPP staff who were

unable to attend the

event according to the
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report on the case. But ii CDJ :c.rnanr:m ‘pvJi:d by a porit c;U:s comny ‘iimj

2r:.UJ ike qiftc.r<l.:rid ii.
they were unabe to

investigate that time because of a lack of resources. the report says.

The 2013 ethics investigation fcmnd that 32 DPP employees had attended
the gof tournament. All of them paid a $50 fee, less than the usual cost of
$109, according to the closing report.

And almost every employee reported that they’d won a prize, ranging from
$20 gifi cards to televisions worth $650.

One employee, whose name is redacted, told the ethics investigator that the
employees paid to play golf, but the sponsor essentially paid them back in
prizes and food.

“It is a tournament that has built in the ability to hide the transaction,” the
person said, according to the report.

In an interview, Dennis Enomoto, a principal with Palekana, said his company
started inviting DPP empoyees to the tournaments to lift their spirits after
they were turlougbed. He said the company wasn’t tzying to sway them.

“IL wasn’t the inLnnt to move projects along.” he said. “It was kind Otto SOC
everyone as humans . But after the report, we stopped. We didn’t want to
get anyone in trouble.

In an ethics interview, one DPP employee said that city leaders condoned
and even encouraged an accommodating relationship with certain
customers. Rut times have changed, he said, and DPP “may want to consider
stopping the practice of ‘requesting’ vendors to donate special treats for the
DPP Christmas potluck,’

“In 1993. it was totally acceptable to go golfing with fill the vendors and let
them pay for the round,” the interview summary states. ‘Now he sees that
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even paying for his golf at a reduced rate still poses a potential conflict and

(has the) Look ci being unreasonable to others.

That worker wasni the only erie who felt the tone was set by elected officials

and their bosses.

The dosing report on the golf tournament concluded: “City employees

believed that because the mayor, city council members, and their

supeMsors attended that it was acceptabler

Ultimately, only one DPP worker — someone who was caught using a sick

day to attend the golf event — became the subject of pubIicfthics opinion.
The person, who reviewed and npproved at least 100 of P&ekana’s building
permit applications in the prior six years, settled the case by admitting
wrongdoing and returning their gift card, The person’s name was redacted
from the opinion,

Several other city employees would have been found in violation of the
ethics code, the opinion states, but they were able to avoid charges by
roturninq their prizes or reimbursing the cost.

In its closing report, doted March 2014, the commission said it would brief
DPP on the case, share copies of opinions with the sponsors of the event
and city employees and include the topic of golf tournaments in future ethics
training.

A few months later, the commission interviewed another DPP inspector who
reported preferential treatment and corruption in his department

A 2015 memo bytheriinvcstigator Letha DeCaires said the employee hadn’t
provided her with evidence to back up his claims that a colleague was
charging a “routing fee” of $450. and the commission didn’t have the
resources to investigate further.
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However, her memo noted that this was “yet another complaint” about this
particular employee being on the take.”

“Therefore any tips received regarding this behavior should be carefully
reviewed for facts that would warrant a serious investiqation,h DeCaires
wrote

A few years ago, the FBI filed a public records request with the Honolulu
Ethics Commission for investigative information on DPP, Wong-Nowinski
said. She’s not sure whether it contributed to the criminal cases.

New Dtector Promises .A Culture Change

A few weeks after news of the indictment.s broke. DPP Director Uchida was
called before the Honolulu City Council’s zoning committee to discuss what
he was going to do to retorm the department.

“We believe that the recent incidents were symptoms of a larger problem.”
he said.

He said that the corporation counsel would be assigning an investigator and
a special master to DPP to examine the permitting process and internal
controls; that he would be instituting a complaini process and a new system
of accountability: and that the department would upgrade its technology to
streamline the permitting process.

Uchida and Deputy Director Dawn Takeuchi Apuna woutd also be meeting
with the department’s roughly 300 employees to build rapport and trust, he
told the committee,

“We believe those meetings are key steps in a longterrn objective of
changing the culture of the dep-artmcnt he said.



The director said he’s made clew to his department that employees are not
to accept gifts of any kind — a rule that was already in place with the prior
administration, he said. Uchida said thai means “no manapua, rio candy, no
ice cream. no bottled water, no soda, no anything.’

“Which makes it a little easier on everyone to just say no, because the
director says no, he said.

If anyone observes or suspects any wrongdoing within the department
Uchida is asking them to call him or his deputy, who has already received
several calls, ho said.

The planned technological overhaul is going to be -a difficult and expensive
job that Uchida hopes car. be accomplished with the help of nearly $10
million in American Rescue Plan funds, he said That will erible a “total
overhaul of the whole permitting process.’ he said.
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Upgrading DPP’s technology would make it easier to track permits and find

trends that could flag problem behavior, Pnmos-Kia Tupua said, like an

employee frequently expediting the permits of one client over others.

Rut no funding has been rNeased yet

The special ma;ter, Duane Kashiwm, started working on Aug. 2, according to

DPP. The investigator is Joachim Cox, a partner at Cox Fricke who

specializes in complex commercial and business disputes and while collar

criminal defense, according to his website

Both the special master and the investigator will provide monthly reports On

their findings. Uchida said Those observations and conclusions will be

shared with the mayor. City Council and the public, he salt

“The whole purpose is to kind of run parallel with whatever the federal

investigation is, which we don’t know too much about” Uchida sait We

want to try to get in front of problems before they come up again-”

In an email, a U.S. attorney’s office spokesman declined to comment on the

status of the federal investigation or the possibility of charges for additional

defendants,

Meanwhile. DPP continues to struggle just with daily demands, Uchida salt

The department’s permit issuance branch has a vacancy rate of about 50%.

he said.

‘We’re trying to move toR-iard the best we can, as fast as we can,” he salt

“We just ask the public to be patient. We are committing to making changes

hera it may not be us fast as everybody wants, hut changes will happen:

Something to consider
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At Civil Beat, we believe uveryone deserves a trUsted souice of information
that doesn’t hide behind a pdvwafl.

Community support in the form of tax-deductible donations keeps our
journalism free for all to access.

For those of you who find value in our essential reporting but have not yet
made a grft, please consider joining the thousnnds of Hawaii residents who
make Civil Beat’s work and mission possible.

I flk’Tfli‘—‘.11 I r
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Christina .Jedra V 9

Christimi Jodra is a reporter covering the Cii and Counly of
Honolulu for Civil Ret. You can reach her by email at
cjedrattcivilbeat.org or follow her on Twitter at
ttc bristi n ajçfta.

Use the RSS teed to subscribe to Christina Jedra’s posts
today
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At Civil BeNt, we believe everyone desees a trusted source of inforrnazion

thai doesn’t hide behind a paywofl.

Community support in the form ot tax-deductible donations keeps our

journalism tree for all to access.

For those of you who find value in our essential reporting but have not yet

made a gtt, please consider joining the thousands of Hawaii residents who
make Civil Beats work and mission possible.
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Christina Jedra is a reporter covering the City and County of

Honolwu for Civil SeaL You can reach her by email at

cjedraUeivilbeat.prg or foflow her on Twitter at

ichristinajedr

Use the RSS feed to subscribe to Christina Jedras posts
today

Join the conversation •RiGISTFRSIGNiN

Aoha. Civil Beat readers. Weanprecia:e yew Ihou.htful comments. But in
order to make comrneraing an engaging experience for as r-iany readers is

pcsiihle, a few ruI: Pledse r:rnz the nurnbr of flrnes you comment per
srer9 so cverone has a chance to art:pa:e without, feeling ke they are in
the riuddle of an argument he!ween a few people Be civl and respecrfui
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o otbers ever if you d&a,ree. Language ard words are nportants o please
avnd snark and put-cowns. Name caing arid mocking 01 PCOpIVS rarnes is
specificaLly prohioizcd: so de personal aUaE k. General nastirie’;’ and
stereotyoing also will he re’ctd DO NUT WRITP IN ALL CAPS: that comes
across as yelling, don t you think? Stay on the topc of tne story, pie’ase, and
not turn eeryhirig into a screed on Trump or Siden, M:snformaLrjn and
disinformation will be rejected whenever possbia In general, not every
comment may get posted. We may suspend or u4in commenters who
overstep a: our sole discreticn.

No links, pIeac.

He patielL We read every comment but we also need to sleep, spend time
with our families and do our olher work so there may sometimes he a
considerable lag beteen when you write your comment and wrien it
aupears on the story. Weekends and evenings in particular.

Ckck cm “Sign In”. Your old account should still work. if you don’t already
haie an account you need to create cne (click on ‘Register’).

Need nelp? Email iembershipcivilbeat,org.

I Comments are now ciosed on tHs stoni. Mahalo:

All Comments 4

Newest

peadj 5 months ago

A’uuu: 41) years ago, I wanted to have a porch built. My builder said ettirig a
perrnt would take so long, it wasn’t possible. So I gave up.
The briber should not be penalized so harshly: he was just trying to stay ri
business.

fr Respect 1 . P.epty Share ‘ Reperi

Concemedtaxpayer 5 mon Lhs ajo

Lveryone, post administrations, favored developers, incln_ the currert
head, Uc.hda, has known for years that DPP is corrupt, lie’ worked for a lar5c
construct5on company and knows the ropes. These companies get special
treatrnenL ‘I he muddled, complex bureacraoj is a perfect setting Or
rnrr,pnt ,,., T,rnr. r .,n nr.r: NInA, tkn,,..-,ni-tn n,,t flflfl ,‘—k—,rn rfrR...,,
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lemi rental ritoney to er1orce riles. II they are short stahed, why does that
ET2e sense? I have heard the new director speak twice anti it is not
comforting. Just like the police now, any excuse for a ob ‘.vcH done (Not) s
that they are short staffed. Hope the feds do get going investi ating DPP, rail
and cast auministrations’ !iisdeeOs.

Lb Res jwrt 2 . Reply 5hcre Report

— luckyd S months €igo

Giving marapua to a public employee is lfkc the high schooler going in for tue
rench kiss in the First hour of the first date. The reccpt;vity a] the recipient
tells you how far you can go.

nope the feds keep going until all sionv (emp1oyee;) are overiur ned, They
wil need a forensic accountant/CPA to go through the hooks of developers
and 3rd party expediters, to find out which “expense’ were really bribes, Its
not always cut & dry. Maybe a pct’ cash account from a 52Dm developer
bought an all expenses paid Kauai vacation for a DPP employee, reviewer, or
inspector. Dr maybe a Si DR ‘ec paid by a developer to in expcdter paid for
the aloremendoned free vacation. If the feds don’t have access to the private
sector hookc the next logical places to look are already mentoned here:

‘ariiloyces pulled permits to improve their own homes? Which ones
bought new cars and paid cash? Whrch ones raised eyebro’vs with their
extravaantvaca:iorr?

It Director Uchida is reading this: one immediate and huge change would be
to aEFovj applicants to PAY DPP for expedited review and curnrnenting Sliding
scale based on permit valise, A bunch of big cities in Californid already doing

fr Respect 3 Reply -: Share Report

Taxpayer S :r;unths ago

in r’ply to luckyd
Thanks to Civ Beats research, ltab.re IS a cryslul clear case of a DPP
rnidcle rriar:ngcr accused of accepting a similar gift, who DPP PUZ on paid
leave fron 2C S through 2020. when she resigned.
She admitted to accepfl:ig about SSOD from a homeowner applicant,
having second thoughts and returning the rnoney Director Sokugawa
accepted her resignation in 2020 and the situa:on was referred to HPI).

;I-l.s_r-nn :,;.
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However, the rn:dcle manager was an ‘tndepc-ndcrt” jn;. ro part of a
D?P ‘orgafl7Cd group.”

So it begs tL:e quesCon, why did DF-’P choose to ignore the subject

“organied grou” when the tora amount investigated exceeded

S 000CC?

lopefufly, the wrcngdoers, at their trials and serwrc1ng approach rex:

spring, will reveal more of the conspiracy in exchange for reutc

sentences.

to Respect 3 Reply < Share Report

— TirnmMann 3 mortths ago

Ihey were [;uupy to take my money, but ‘rn still wwung for my concealed

carry permiL

tfr Respect Reply-.Shar. Report

— rivenide S months ago

As a recent permit apolicant it did seen that the permttng off:ce w;15
struggling, witi i:s caseload. Overlay that with some of tnem ex1iedit:ig
permts for kickbacks, and it is a recipe or oor ustorner serve. Appiicar::s

riot lvIn; gifts must wait even longerl It begins to smack ci bribery and
cxtortion If some customers get preler’nd service you know others get
stonewalled Most applicants likE me just gel very slow servce. If you think
about it the permitting department isa direct rellection a! th rvlayor’s office
and the City Council. The root of the problems lay a Ihoir feei. they need to
work on it. For me, going to Bu:d:ng was a fall into an Alice in Wonderland
looking glass where lost was stow and slow was not moving. The
responsibility for this rests at the feet al the Mayor nnh Council Work on it1

ii Respect 6 Reply -C Shari: Report

Willyee S months ao

I Sussc’rt that conditions where a buildFng Permit issued without a building
plan rugFit be oo brnid? As building plans are now eec:ronicolly Ided anc±
ran he requested as public records wnat percer:tuge of building pcmi:s
actually have accmpar.y:rg plans? Susp&ted violatons could be reported
for inwection by the department thereby discouraging iHegal constructton for
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orineryto work it woL:ic recure more :r!ues ;or eacn nspec:ion ‘nnen toe
:oorhoes are f*xed people wirh crrT:nal tendencies wiH start lookir;g tor new
opportunities hut least we won’t have to Hvc with more results of Iheir
exploHatiort he department is understaffed betause no honest person can
vjcrkthetr for long and tnat undertaffing becomes the reason why mary
must give up on Durcuirig the processes intended to prott±ct iron unsafe
conruction. Relying on xovt’rnmcnt alone to fix this tailed for years as
reporting went nowhere. Cive the puhiic a chance but we need to know if
building plans exist for the permitted work and if the DDP rieed’ to send a
;j inspector out betore we are ieft with even more monster homes.

4 Respect 2 .- Reply Sham P€’pcrt

Karen S months ago

In reply to Willyce

The bulk of work appears to he reviewing building permit appli(dl arts,
hut Jchida appears to spend more time working on short-ter rn renlals. If
we are to (ix the monster home problem. Uchida needs to work on the
ordinance that perrriIs ;urh large bulldings

ii tespect 2 Reply < Sharc Report

— Taxpayer S rTmnths agc’

It goes without saying that City elected officials and DPP eadership iive a a
history of nrefercndal trealrnen:. for land use pe mi(s, exemptions.
subdivisions, etc submir:ed by campaign du:u:rs and ticket buyers just
compare the Campaign Spending Comrrissior: reports to approved
dcveiopmerits However, the budgel constraints of law enforcement make it
convenient to catch the little fish” who leave a trail o evidence.
The article is excellent because it highiights the heroic and bepeated actions
of l-rnploycc of the ‘Year Moses Tupua, a 10 year worker, to reveal Ihe
corrupton surrounu:itg him, It is obvious that City elected officaR and DPP
leadership did not lioni/e him- Instead, i can he speculated that [)PP
leadership allowed toe accused inrivduals to blaier;ily continue their jcs,
and and use peer pressure to ostrari7e him., per haps to the point where he
had to resign his permanent uvil service ob.
It so, what a tragedy for us! Any DPP worker s:rnuariy inclined to be honest,
knowing Moses Tupua’s unfortunate outcome, would reasonably rondude,
for their own paychecks, pensions, and famives, to NVFR RVEAL
CORRUPTION, or when ciueStDned, say “No comment.”
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iS 3 — Reply -( 3har ‘ Ronorl

— Haleiwa_Dad S ricri :15 J10

The buiidng rode and permit proess are so rieedlessy complex and
mirromanagng..,. no ‘onder a sijb;:nn:iaI rninonty opt to corruptly get
around it. The whole system puts so much fr!czicn Into the process of hurnu
builamg and lmprCvemeflts zhat many arc nccnzivcsed aiso :o just ignore it.
This cornplexiy s one major reason for the homeless crlss. Simphfy. Pocus
on minimum sa:ety and health standards. then ct people nuild housing and
improve their properties!

ii Respect 4 Reply < Shr Repori.

— Beheveitomot S mor;th ago

Who cart you trust nnwadays...

So many corrupion goin on with these employees.
It’s a lot ot it br tat
don’t pay those kinds of games Ijust wanna do the right thing to improve

my home.
Not make ille:al structures but, cannot olame pecole who do buld Hegal
structures they lust dent hae extra cash lyng around to pay these DPP
employees just to move up in line huh

5 Respect 1 4 Reply Snare Reor

— Cheetah7 5 months ago

Wcll, this explains why the monster house next door got apcroved despite
neighbors calling DPP and this AP1ER the monster house ban was ifl place. By
the way, the rispector for this particuLar rnonstrr house happen to be one of
he indicted emp!oyees.

ii P.espcc: 4 4 Rrpy < Share Report

cbyay 5 mon:?; JO

Like Wor;g-Nowinski says. ethics violations arc ditcuft Lu prove especially
when acceptab[e practices arc aready ngranr-d na long established ‘;ystem
- even at the level of supenjsors aric City offcals. Small gifts are hard to
prove, golf tournaments serve as fund raisers’ for iegtimate causes, arid ro
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one ridiv •:ltiailv sees the uIl.rndie harm mars createC when all these lfttle

frcrdlv ge’s1tros add ii-p Actuai rT:onetary bhbes are the ony ‘ifs’ w[:er

solid records can oe found.

Yes, a total overhaul of the system needs serious implementation, but

reversing decades ci mounting co”ruptEon won’t happen over nighL

No wonder the Permitting Branch has a vacancy rate of S0% What honest

person vould warn to work in that environment?

Rapefully Uchida can at least get Inc ball rolling ;n the right direction II take

nini than 01w rriuyors lel In to ix the orobleim

‘Nonder whit other denartr:ientls) need an overhaul?

4 Perrr 6 Reply < Sh;::i Report

— Yamanote4l8 c monih ago

The corn.:ptinn in DPP was an open secret fur years. It wasn’t even a secret.
irspertor’ were openly asking for cash bribec And phone calls could be

made into the office from cornected persons to get permits expedited and

approved. The only question now, what’s happening n the permit offices of
the other counties?

ii Pc-scoot 6 Reply Sharc Report

— Believeitomot S mch’ .igc

in rvp!ytoYarnancte4l8

Maybe the investigation has to go further by checkwig to see if they (1)PP

employees) did any improvements in there homes or even there family
members were assisted by these corrupted employees (I bet my last:
dollar there is)

fr Respet 2 Reply Share • Rpcrt

— Leinani 5 monts an

This has been happening for decades, at least from the 2000s which is when I
had my first acaHngs with the DPP Each Director “claims” the DPP is
understaffed and overworked, yet even with funding ‘ram the City Council,
doesn’t h;e enough ueop!e so- that the Departrr.erit can enforce thor law and
is ultimately ncftectve in contreli:ng illegal vacahon rentals and monster
homes in our communities. Prior Direc;ors, much like Urhida, are lauded
when they’re hired because l[ei come frt:m thc-onstructton industry and
knew how to ‘fix’ the problem. The DPP has 33D+ people and there is still a
deartn of rinahlr. comnetent neonle in that Dcoartmen:. The taxoavers of
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the Cily ano Ccunt 01 HoriQiulu deserve better.

fr Re&puct 6 Reply Shari’ • Report

Taxpayer Smnizhsago
• lr reply to Leiriani

lhc- rhain-ot-conrnrid czweeri the ‘Dir ecLor” and the 5 indictees hns
several middle rnauaers often sitting iii adjacent cubicles- appoined
deputies, civil service dwrson administrators (many with decades of n
house experienrei etc. as well as lateral access to City attorneys, auditors
and internal control (besides Ethics Commission) investiiators and
Watchdogs. It is impossible to hiieve that over [he deades these rniddfe
managers (especial[y those who race through the ranks) were not aware
of, and then derriand internal investigation and enrorcerijerit of such
obvious wrongdoing. Al the very minimum, they easily could have
reorganized the affected staff to disrupt the effic:ency of the corrupt:on,
It begs a lot of questions...

ii Respect 2 • Reely < Sharc • Report

— Believeitomot S rc’ H aqo

\ov’ t makes me second gr.:est these eoplr...
I have been dealing with Dfl-P for almost 2 years.
A1ter numerous appointments to simp!y renovate my kitccn add a
bathroom and open patio.
Jumping thro:js so many hoops makes me Secono guest these empbyees
fDr the DPP.

I didn’t know I had to oay cxcra.G

ifr Respect S • Reply -( Share — Re.ort

— takoeye373 5 months ao

Past DPP directors only kn’aw 2 words ru comment”.
Gent, if I was rinocent I c have a lot to say!

ib Respect :2 • Reiv < Shr Report

Taxpayer S mo:.ttsa.o

In reply totakoeye373

Especially the last direc:tor- she worked at )PP (and its Dredecessors)
ra’—-jnp- ine-1 nnrcnjin 7,11 cnrrc. nf nprmirc fni’ flrnr fl unrcI
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1 Pescc 1 .. Reply Srire Rpoz

— Patw S mo:.:;s daD

As I read this article, I cou’dn’t help but notice that the IT1UItEP;e iflVeStlgdLOnS

by the Ethics commission, [or the most part, found no crirninal activities. How
corn I can see The rorrupton and not the Commis’son, Could it be that the
thics Commission is part at this racketeerng that is go:ng on within the DPP?
This certainly comes out in roost of the invesUgalions done by h@
coerirnss;on. This entire view into malfunctioniop government alor’ with
their corruDt ina’istry cronies is sickening and disur.g
From die Commission on cown I See (as a tax paver), a corrupt partnership
between government md constiuchon people. This to remnds rim of how
Cook Coun’ n Chicago has been described to me as run cv mobsters or
both sides of the fence.
An oRani/ation I served wfth did an il mrlhon dollar project in the loop and
we ended up paying million to our lawyers to battle through these crooks.
We won but it was tough trying to wrestle witn the Chicago mob.
Frankly, I bel:eve that the government(s) of Hawaii ared iseased byshck
crooks 3orn top tO bottom, How on earth do you (ix that?

ik EtspU O Repiy Share .‘2pOrt

— MichelleL S months ago

My husband and I were dismayed ny the permlting process when we
decFdcd to upda:e our 55 yr old Hcks Home in Kahalu’u. Our experience arid
those of our fjrriilv members leave all of us disgims:d with the inc’qiJfties of
the process. We are relieved to hear that the fet: violators rha: we taxpayers
pay to do their job are on alert that they are bcng watched, as it was very
clear to us what they were doing.

We sug2est Itiat every interaction with a customer frnm plan submission to
ccrnpction, be time scarnpvn in a way that cant be 1orcd, This nformaUon
shculc3 be avaiiarle to the pubhc (customers) so tI;a! we can See for ourselves
Liit we are being treated fairly.

fr R’.rect 10 Reply < Shire iepcrt

Yamanotc4l8 S man tim igu

ri replytu MichelleL
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If you Daid the bribe you would have had an excellent experiencc..

fr Rsrc 4 Reply Sar ‘ Reurt

— wishful_thinker S months ago

ri reply to Yamanotc4l8

ri HaWEIIr, you Day Iwice the privilep of paing a rhrd time.

4 Pcsect Reply -( Share Rcpo

— localgurt S months .;iE;O

And we havent ever’ touched the surface of how the DPP handcs thing; 1
one of ther Gwn bu;;as a home. I can only rnag;ne the door; swining Open
amongst the team members, especially if the applicant is a DPP supervisor.

ib RespEct? Reply Share Rporc

— Believeitornot 5 months age

In reply to localgurl

We rurlrnng out of hones! people geez ©
c Rcspci 5 Reply Share Report

— zippyt montns dC

- so sick of the dishonesty in our local government. I hope it continues get
nverage; more awareness to help stop tt iCc ramparL...

ib Respect 2 Reply - Sh,ire ‘ Rnaori

— mollyhini S months go

DPP is nherenUy flawed. As .4n sland commun;tv, we need to reassess our
rclattonshp to the ‘ana, reihc our restraints on capac:ty and resources, g;vc
preference to oral ‘ohana huilung and at(ordahle housing, and make it near
mpossible for fore:gi lVestOrS and repeat-orfenders (e.g. christy Lei
mentioned in previous CS r irle) to obtdir permits. It’s d tall order, but
change we must.

it Resper 7 Rcpy Shrc Repc-r:

— Shoeter S months ago
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s and cii: uruscances t[i,i would c.erswjdc a reasa ra bic’ cerson to
LieHeve that tnere has been a v’olajon ol :hc standards of conduct.

“The commission coçildn”t meet that threshold in this case, Wong-ovsinski

said. ‘F3cheve me, we tried.’1 she sai’

WeN, you obviously didn’t try hard enough. 1 rying” does not count; doing
(C U r1 S

II jR comes down to expectations of what a “reasonable person” 5. Here ri

this 3rd world banana repubc, a r’asonable person doesn’t ex:mcr too much
from leadership and management of city and county and/or stale resources
We hiIVC come to a(cept careless, farL s]cppy, iniateur work the norm.
Confrontations arc viei edas boorish and rtilturaily unacceptable.

Its time for HI to grow up ad join the 21st century.

4 Respect 15 Reply < Share Report

— AyDay 5 months ago

Why dc we have to rely on Federa prosecuton Fur local crimes? Where are
our Prosecutors? s this corruplior. or te other .slands?

a Respect 10 Reply < Share Report

- wishful_thinker 5 months ao
In reply to AyDay

On the Big Island. some proJects are npicked to death while others sail
through 11w process. They don’t use ilm word ‘corruption”, though.

ã Reserr 9 Reply Share Report

— dork 5 mc riths C1?.C

the system is the real problem. the department and its employees hold an
entire industry hostagE those who work at DPP are human and not szPn:s an
insperEor general is needed.

6 Respcct 4 Reply ‘C Snare

— willsani 5 months gc
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I nere seems to uc one type a! corruption or mafTeasarice every’xr:.ere mat
OLJ turn,

Po[iticinn5 are known to have presurcd DPP to approve permits for friends
and constituents In hc-sc- cases the peliticians get the monetary pay off in
the form
of campaign contribuUons ir:stead of DPP.

4 Respect 18 Reply < Share t Report

- AyDay S moncts ago

In re-ply to wilisani

would love to see the list of other entrants to the GoI( event. I bet we
might know a few,

4 Resp 1 Reply -C Snare R€’port

catManapua S months go

Gait goodies, manapua, cash “prizes, little gifts..I his kind of influencing has
gone en at DPP since was knee high In a tall mongoose, No act surprised,
people.

ifr Respect 16 Reply < Share Report

- KalihivalleyHerinit S months ago

In an ethirs interview, or-ic DPP employee said that, city leaders condoned
nnd even encouraged an accornmodiing relationshp with certain
customers,

The closing report on the golf tournament conduded: “City employees
believed that he ause the mayor, city council members, and the,.
upervisors atwndeo that it was acceptahi.

Not to excuse the DPP employees who violated rules. But rho point made
about the hnhavior ol C&C leaders is valid. Even if the top folks nt the city do
not violate the ctter of the law as it app!ics to them, are they setting a good
example for the rank & [He? Does auepnng certan ntations create pubhe
perception problems? f city leaders appear to he flaunting prlviteges & perks
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that cornc their way because of the postior they hold, arc they themselves
not resoonsihle for contributing to this culture of favoritism & nepotism?

h Respect 25 Reply Share Report

— koti S months gn

Just like many of the CC workforce; there are no consequences for 1aiIinj to
do your Joh.Jusl look at the flst of excuses the Department Heads have
historically given For non conformance and accountability.
So next time a politician brags about the support ala rertain Union. let’s
remember the caliper of its members.

* Respect 25 Reply < Shan’ Report

— time4tnith S months ago

Reading these reports from Civil Beat there is absolutely no way to have
confidence in the DPP, anr many of the other City and County departments.
Any layer of protection for the people is diluted by the strong ties of ihis tight
knit community. [strongly urge the federal government to come in and take
over, where employees realize that th&r actions carry federal crimina!

STAY P TO DTJF. ON THE CORCNAVRUS AND OTHER HAWA iSSUES
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