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From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2022 9:52 PM
Subject: Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name Johnnie-Mae L. Perry

Phone

Email waianae569@gmail.com

Meeting Date 02-23-2022

Council/PH Committee Council

Agenda Item Bill 11

Your position on the matter Support

Representing Self

Organization

Written Testimony

Testimony Attachment

Accept Terms and Agreement 1

IP: 192.168.200.67
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From: CLK Council Info
Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 8:20 AM
Subject: Council Testimony

Written Testimony

Name K Sean Kekina
Phone

Email kekina©ahapunanaleo.org
Meeting Date 02-23-2022
Council/PH

Council
CommIttee
Agenda Item BILL 11/ RESO 22-34
Your position

Support
on the mailer

Representing Organization

Organization Aha POnana Leo

Hoike Mana’o o ka ‘Aha Punana Leo
He Hui Manawale’a 501(c) 3
Ho’okumu ia i ka MH 1983 he Ho’Ola ‘Olelo Hawaii

‘Auhea oukou e ka ‘Aha o ke Kulanakauhale o Honolulu,

‘0 wau ‘o K.Sean Kekina, ka Luna HookO o ka ‘Aha Punana Leo e
hb’ike i ke kako’o i ka Pila 11 a me ka ‘Olelo Ho’oholo 22-34 e
ho’okumu i ke kanawai ‘o Pepeluali ka mahina ‘blelo Hawaii i ka
makahiki 2022 me ka ho’okapu ia o ka Mahina ‘Olelo Hawi’i i kela me
keia Pepeluali.

0 ka Aha Punana Leo ho’okahi e mãlama i nã kula kamali’i mai ka
Written pepë a i ke komo i ka papa malaao kaiapuni Hawaii ma ka pae’aina o
Testimony Hawaii. Ho’omau nã keiki a me nã ‘ohana ma ke kula kaiapuni ma

loko o ka ‘oihana ho’ona’auao a me nã kula ho’amana. He leo mahalo
na nã keiki me nã ‘ohana ma O’ahu e kapa ‘ia penei: Punana Leo o
Wai’anae, Punana Leo o Ko’olau Poko, POnana Leo o Manoa,
Punana Leo o Nu’uanu, Punana Leo o Waialua.

He mahalo kOia i ko ‘oukou hapai a kako’o ana mai.

Testimony of ‘Aha Punana Leo
A 501 ( c )(3) Educational Organization
Established in 1983 for the Revitalization of the Hawaiian Language

My name is K. Sean Kekina, COO of ‘Aha Punana Leo. The ‘Aha
Punana Leo SUPPORTS Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34 which
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establishes February as Hawaiian Language Month in the City and
County of Honolulu.

The Aha Punana Leo is the sole statewide provider of early learning
and care in the Hawaiian language from infants and toddlers to entry
to the kindergarten immersion programs in the public Department of
Education and Charter Schools. On behalf of our Punana Leo keiki
and ohana on Oahu, we thank you and name them as follows:
POnana Leo o Waianae POnana Leo o Koolau Poko, Punana Leo o
Mãnoa, Punana Leo o Nuuanu and Punana Leo o Waialua,

Mahalo for this Bill and the Resolution and for your support.
Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms
1and Agreement

IP: 192.168200.67
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Bill 11/Resolution 22-34

Relating to Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai’i
Honolulu City Council

February 23, 2022 10:00 AM Videoconference

The Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) STRONGLY SUPPORTS Bill 11 and

Resolution 22-34, because together they represent a significant step towards furthering the

normalization of ‘Olelo Hawai’i, the native language of these islands and a co-official language

of the State of Hawai’i.

The Hawaiian language community has long considered February “Hawaiian Language

Month” and successfully advocated for gubernatorial proclamations designating February 1994,

1995 and 2013 as Hawaiian Language Month. In 2013, Act 28 permanently designated February

as “Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai’i.” Since, then there has been an explosion of Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai’i

events and activities celebrating and promoting the use of the Hawaiian language. The City

Council’s efforts with Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34 will build on this momentum and help to

increase the use of and interest in ‘Olelo Hawai’i.

Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34 also represent another critical contribution to the

perpetuation of the Hawaiian language. For nearly a century beginning in 1846, laws in Hawai’i

were required to be published in both Hawaiian and English. In 1943, a law was enacted ending

the dual language requirement, essentially serving as the death knell for the formal use of

‘dlelo Hawai’i in government. Combined with the 1896 law that effectively banned the use of

‘Olelo Hawai’i in schools, the erasure of the Hawaiian language from government and education

would eventually push the language to near extinction. By 1980, fewer than 50 children under

the age of 18 could speak Hawaiian.

The Hawaiian Language Revitalization Movement has saved the language largely

through re-introducing ‘Olelo Hawai’i into schools, at the university level through Hawaiian

language courses and degrees; in public schools through the Hawaiian Language Immersion

Program; and in preschools through ‘Aha Pünana Leo.

COUNCIL FOP NATIVE HAWAIIAN ADVANCEMENT 808-596-8155
91-1270 KINOIKI ST., BLDG. 1, KAPQLEI, HI 96707 sterling©hawaiiancouncil.org
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But the return of ‘Olelo Hawai’i to government has been slower. In 1978, the Hawaii

State Constitution was amended to name Hawaiian language a co-official language of the state

with English. And State and City laws (Article 22, Chapter, ROH) have encouraged proper

spelling of Hawaiian words through the use of kahakã and ‘okina. But Act 28 in 2013 may be the

only state law written in ‘Olelo HawaVi since 1943. Therefore, Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34,

which are both written in Hawaiian, are significant in that they further normalize ‘Olelo Hawai’i

in government spaces and actions.

We thank Chair Tommy Waters for introducing this measures. We understand that Bill

11, if enacted, may be the first City and County of Honolulu ordinance to ever be written in

‘Olelo Hawai’i. If true, Bill 11 is landmark legislation. We hope that it will pave the way for

further ordinances to be published in the Hawaiian language.

In closing, we urge the Honolulu City Council to PASS Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34 to

perpetuate ‘Olelo Hawai’i.

Mahalo nui ba for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Respectfully,

J. KQhiö Lewis, CEO

Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement

About Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement
CNHA is a member-based 501(c)3 non-profit organization with a mission to enhance the cultural,
economic, political, and community development of Native Hawaiians. For more information, visit
www.hawaiiancouncil.org/.

Sterling Kini Wong
sterIinghawaiiancouncH.pjg

COUNCIL FOR NATIVE HAWAIIAN ADVANCEMENT 808-596-8155
91-1270 KINOIKI ST., BLDG. 1, KAPOLEI, HI 96707 sterling©hawaiiancouncil.org
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Bill 11/Resolution 22-34
Relating to Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai’i

Honolulu City Council Meeting

February 23, 2022 10:00 AM Vid eoco nfere nce

We are a hui of organizations that provide direct-delivery and support services to the Native

Hawaiian community across a variety of areas, including health, education, culture, ‘ama, and resource

management. We STRONGLY SUPPORT Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34, because together they represent a

significant step towards furthering the normalization of ‘Olelo Hawai’i, the native language of these

islands and a co-official language of the State of Hawai’i.

The Hawaiian language community has long considered February “Hawaiian Language Month”

and successfully advocated for gubernatorial proclamations designating February 1994, 1995 and 2013

as Hawaiian Language Month. In 2013, Act 28 permanently designated February as “Mahina ‘Olelo

Hawai’i.” Since, then there has been an explosion of Mahina ‘Olelo Hawai’i events and activities
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celebrating and promoting the use of the Hawaiian language. The City Council’s efforts with Bill 11 and

Resolution 22-34 will build on this momentum and help to increase the use of and interest in ‘Olelo

Hawai’i,

Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34 also represent another critical contribution to the perpetuation of

the Hawaiian language. For nearly a century beginning in 1846, laws in Hawai’i were required to be

published in both Hawaiian and English. In 1943, a law was enacted ending the dual language

requirement, essentially serving as the death knell for the formal use of ‘Olelo Hawai’i in government.

Combined with the 1896 law that effectively banned the use of ‘Olelo Hawai’i in schools, the erasure of

the Hawaiian language from government and education would eventually push the language to near

extinction. By 1980, fewer than 50 children under the age of 18 could speak Hawaiian.

The Hawaiian Language Revitalization Movement has saved the language largely through re

introducing ‘tjlelo Hawai’i into schools, at the university level through Hawaiian language courses and

degrees; in public schools through the Hawaiian Language Immersion Program; and in preschools

through ‘Aha PUnana Leo.

But the return of ‘Olelo Hawai’i to government has been slower. In 1978, the Hawai’i State

Constitution was amended to name Hawaiian language a co-official language of the state with English.

And State and City laws (Article 22, Chapter, ROH) have encouraged proper spelling of Hawaiian words

through the use of kahako and ‘okina. But Act 28 in 2013 may be the only state law written in ‘Olelo

Hawai’i since 1943. Therefore, Bill 11 and Resolution 22-34, which are both written in Hawaflan, are

significant in that they further normalize ‘Olelo Hawai’i in government spaces and actions.

In closing, we urge the Honolulu City Council to approve these measures to perpetuate ‘Olelo

Hawai’i.

Mahalo nui ba for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Should you have any questions about our testimony, please contact Sterling Wong, Vice

President of Advocacy at the Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement, at

sterlinghawaiiancouncil.org.

Sterling Kini Wong


