
Findings and Recommendations of the Special Auditor Search Committee 

 

Background 

On March 17, 2021, the Honolulu City Council adopted Resolution 21-52, which established a Special 

Auditor Search Committee composed of four members, and appointed the members thereof.  Named as 

members of the Special Auditor Search Committee were Councilmembers Radiant Cordero and Calvin 

Say, and two non-Councilmembers, Ms. Patricia Mau-Shimizu and Ms. Natalie Iwasa, who are 

knowledgeable about government auditing or related subjects. Both Ms. Mau-Shimizu and Ms. Natalie 

Iwasa served on the 2019 Audit Search committee. 

Pursuant to the provision of Resolution 21-52, the Special Auditor Search Committee hereby submits its 

findings and recommendations. 

Summary of Selection Process 

1.   An advertisement soliciting applicants for the position of City Auditor ran for 14 consecutive days 

starting on April 18, 2021, in the Star-Advertiser and on Monster.com.  The deadline for the submission 

of applications was April 30, 2021.  The job posting was sent to the Association of Local Government 

Auditors (ALGA) Board members for circulation as appropriate, and posted on the websites of the 

following associations: Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE), Association of Government 

Accountants (AGA) Hawaiʻi Chapter, and the Association of Internal Auditors (IIA) Hawaiʻi Chapter.   

2.  A total of 13 applicants submitted letters of interest/and or resumes by the designated deadline.  The 

Committee met on May 17, 2021, and decided to extend the application deadline another two weeks.  

Another ad was placed in the Star-Advertiser, Monster.com, the Hawaiʻi Society of CPAs, the Hawaiʻi 

Association of Professional Accountants, the Hawaii Chapter of ACFE, the Hawaiʻi Chapter of the AGA, 

the ALGA, and the Hawaiʻi Chapter of the IIA running on May 23, 2021, and May 30, 2021, with a 

deadline of June 4.   

3. Following the June 4, 2021, deadline, a total of 19 applications was received, and all applicant 

submissions were forwarded to Special Auditor Search Committee members for review. 

4.  On June 21, 2021, the Special Auditor Search Committee decided to interview the top 15 candidates 

and set dates and times to meet with the candidates. Additionally, they discussed the selection process 

and established scoring criteria to ensure consistency and fairness.  From June 21, 2021, until July 19, 

2021, the Selection Committee used a Google document to collaboratively draft questions for the first 

round of interviews. 

5.  On July 19, 23 and 26, 2021, the Special Auditor Search Committee interviewed 13 candidates for the 

first round of interviews.  (Note: after scheduling of interview dates and times, two candidates withdrew 

from consideration). 

6.   On July 28, 2021, the committee met and chose to narrow the list of candidates down to five, based 

on the results of the scoring criteria. The committee also set the interview dates and times for the 

second round of interviews. 
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7.  On August 9, 2021, the Committee conducted the second round of interviews with the remaining 

three finalists. (Note: after notification of interview dates and times, two of the finalists withdrew from 

consideration). 

8.  On August 16, 2021, the Special Auditor Search Committee discussed the qualifications, background, 

experience and personal strengths of the three finalists, and by consensus narrowed the field to one 

recommended applicant.  The references noted by the recommended applicant were contacted. 

Recommendation of the Auditor Search Committee 

Based on the qualifications for the City Auditor established by Charter and following a thorough 

evaluation of the educational background and work experience of the applicants, the Special Auditor 

Search Committee hereby recommends Arushi Kumar for the position of City Auditor. 

Attached is Arushi Kumar’s letter of introduction and current resume. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

_____________________________   ___________________________ 

Councilmember Radiant Cordero   Councilmember Calvin Say 

Member, Special Auditor Search Committee  Member, Special Auditor Search Committee 

 

 

 

_____________________________   ___________________________ 

Patricia Mau-Shimizu     Natalie Iwasa, CPA, CFE 

Member, Special Auditor Search Committee  Member, Special Auditor Search Committee 

 

 








