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From: Choon James <choonjarneshawaii@gmait.com>
Sent: Monday, August 30, 2021 1:29 PM
To: Elefante, Brandon; tommywaters©hawah.rr.com: Tsuneyoshi, Heidi; Fukunaga, Carol A;

Tulba, Auqie; Cordero, Radiant: Say, Calvin: Tupola, Andria; Kiaaina, Esther

Subject: Resolution 21-23 Amendments to OAHU GENERAL PLAN - ECONOMY: OBJECTIVE B
POLICY 8 ( KEEP THE COUNTRY COUNTRY)

Attachments: EXHIBIT A - RESO 21-23 Laie Resort Footprint.pdf; EXHIBITS - RESO 21-23 Laie
Polynesian Cultural Center Footprintpdf; EXHIBIT C - RESO 21-23 Laie BYU-Hawah
Footprint.pdf; RESO 21-023 Amendment to ECONOMY OBJECTIVES, POLICY 8.pdf
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Aloha Chair Elefante,

Attached is more information supporting your committees particular amendments
to the Oahu General Plan - Economy B - Policy 8.

The Oahu General Plan provides an overarching plan for land-use policies affecting
Oahu that protects diversity and sustainabilitv for all of us. It’s especially- more needed
than ever. COVID19 has taught us much.

Please feel fiee to contact us if you have further questions. Any one of us named
on this letter are available,

Mahalo.

C’hoon James 293 8888
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Resolution	21-23	Proposed	Oahu	General	Plan	2017	
		
Honolulu	City	Council	Chair	Tommy	Waters	
Brandon	Elefante,	Chair	Zoning	and	Planning	
Esther	Kiaaina	
Andria	Tupola	
Carol	Fukunaga	
Augie	Tulba	
Calvin	Say	
Heidi	Tsuneyoshi	
Radiant	Cordera	
	
Dean	Uchida	
Director	of	Department	of	Planning	and	Permitting	
		

SUPPORT	Oahu	General	Plan	Amendment	ECONOMY	OBJECTIVE	B,	
POLICY	8.			

	
Aloha	Chair	Waters,	Zoning	Chair	Elefante	and	city	council	members:	
	
Thank	you	for	assisting	in	this	very	important	land-use	process	for	Oahu.	
The	proposed	Oahu	General	Plan	(2017)	is	inherently	outdated	and	PRE-
COVID.		Much	improvement	and	updating	to	this	2017	Draft	is	needed,	if	
we	have	learnt	from	this	pandemic.	
	
Some	of	us	have	served	on	the	Ko’olau	Loa	SCP	Citizens	Advisory	
Committee	(KSCAC)	and	also	the	Oahu	General	Plan	process.	All	of	us	
volunteers	have	participated	in	this	process	for	the	public	good,	not	for	our	
personal,	professional	or	religious	affiliations.			
	
Specifically,	residents	have	voiced	concerns	that	their	input	had	not	been	
reflected	in	the	DPP	drafts	throughout	this	lengthy	Oahu	General	Plan	
Update	process.	Residents	have	expressed	their	concerns	to	DPP’s	
consultant	and	staff.	The	standard	response	was	the	public	would	have	a	
chance	to	share	their	concerns	when	the	FINAL	Draft	reached	the	City	
Council	hearings.	Amendments	could	be	adopted	then.	
	



	
	
WE	SUPPORT	the	following	proposed	Amendment	to	ECONOMY	OBJECTIVE	
B	POLICY	8.		For	the	clarifications	below,	we	strongly	support	the	
amendment	below	as	proposed.	This	recent	proposed	amendment	is	more	
consistent	with	the	Ko’olau	Loa	Sustainable	Communities	Plan	and	supports	
the	intent	of	the	General	Plan	to	provide	and	protect	diversity	and	
sustainability	for	Oahu,	including	to	KEEP	THE	COUNTRY	COUNTRY.	
	
https://hnldoc.ehawaii.gov/hnldoc/document-download?id=11373		Page	
27	
	

[Facilitate] Manage the development of the following secondary 
resort areas: Ko ‘Olina [Resort], Turtle Bay [Resort], [Hoakalei 
Resort at] Ocean Pointe, and Makaha Valley [, and La’ie.] in a 
manner that respects existing lifestyles and the natural 
environment. 

	
	
	
	



	
	
	
For	this	letter,	we	are	focusing	on	the	below	Paragraph	9	submitted	by	
DPP	to	the	Zoning	Committee	(COM.	522	ZP).	Per	DPP’s	comments,	we	
are	further	providing	supporting	analysis	and	explanations	to	the	
amended	ECONOMY	OBJECTIVE	B	Policy	8	:				
			

“	At	least	one	proposed	policy	amendment	contains	statements	
contrary	to	adopted	DP/SCP	policy	without	offering	analysis	or	
explanation.	For	example,	in	the	area	of	Economy	and	Equity,	the	
proposed	amendment	to	Objective	B,	Policy	8	on	page	25	revises	the	
language	to	omit	Laie	as	a	secondary	resort	area.	It	should	be	noted,	
however,	that	this	is	contrary	to	language	in	the	Ko’olau	Loa	SCP,	
Ordinance	21-1.	“	

	
DPP’s	above	comments	are	outdated	and	erroneous.			
		
The	Koolau	Loa	SCP	documents	do	not	support	DPP’s	erroneous	claim	that	
the	current	council’s	amendment	to	Paragraph	9	is	“is	contrary	to	
language	in	the	Ko’olau	Loa	SCP,	Ordinance	21-1.”		
	



1. It	must	be	noted	that	it’s	the	Ko’olau	Loa	Sustainable	Communities	
Plan	(KSCP),	NOT	Development	Plan.	Hence,	the	current	amendment	
from	the	Council	more	accurately	reflects	the	KSCP	and	the	
sentiments	of	the	communities	in	this	region.	
	

2. It	must	be	noted	that	Ko’olina	Resort	and	La’ie	“resort”	cannot	even	
be	clumped	into	the	same	category.	Ko’olina	is	in	the	planned	Second	
City	for	Oahu.	
		

3. La’ie	is	a	rural	low-density	community	of	Laie	in	Ko’olau	Loa.	The	
ONLY	“RESORT”	footprint	for	Laie’s	Marriott	hotel	is	5.	9	acres.	
Conversely,	the	RESORT	footprint	for		Ko’olina	Resort	encompasses	
about	642	acres.		
	

4. It	must	be	noted	that	the	“Laie	Inn”	as	described	in	the	Ko’olau	Loa	
SCP	has	already	been	redeveloped	into	the	“Marriott	Courtyard”	
within	its	existing	5.9	acres	“resort”	footprint	in	2015.	There	is	no		
increase	in	“resort”	zoned	areas	in	Laie	or	Ko’olau	Loa.	

	
5. It	must	be	noted	that	DPP	must	clearly	understand	that		

	
•	Laie	has	only	an	existing	5.9	acres	“resort”	zoning	that	is	
inland.	EXHIBIT	A.		

	
•	The	Polynesian	Cultural	footprint	zoning	is	“Commercial”.	
EXHIBIT	B.		
	
•	BYU-Hawaii	campus	has	a	mixture	of	“Agricultural”,			
“Commercial”	and	“Industrial”	zoning.	EXHIBIT	C	

	
•The	privately-owned	beachfront	and	other	properties	in	Laie	
are	all	zoned	“Residential	5”.		Laie	Point	is	zoned	Residential	
7.5	The	Laie	Shopping	Center	is	zoned	“Commercial”		

	
	

6. Does	DPP	wish	to	unilaterally	facilitate	the	entire	Laie	community	
into	a	“resort”	community	and	destroy	its	rural	features	and	values?	



	
A.	If	so,	DPP	would	fundamentally	contradict	the	language,	
intent	of	the	KSCP	and	the	entire	Oahu	General	Plan	principles	
and	policies	of	“KEEP	THE	COUNTRY	COUNTRY”	that	protects	
open-space	and	rural	communities	values,	including	cultural,	
watersheds,	and	so	on.	

	
B.	There	is	no	question	that	the	entire	Ko’olau	Loa	region	will	
fight	tooth	and	nail	against	inevitable	multiplier	impacts	on	
this	region	if	this	is	what	DPP	wishes	to	initiate.		There	is	only	a	
100-year-old	2-lane	Kamehameha	“Highway”	that	connects	the	
coastal	communities	of	Kahalu’u,	Waiahole-Waikane,	Kahana,	
Ka’a’awa,	Punalu’u,	Hau’ula,	Laie,	Kahuku,	Kawela,	Sunset,	
Haleiwa.		
	
	

	
	
	



C.		Gentrification	is	already	taking	place	in	Laie.	The	lowest	
priced	home	is	above	one	million	dollars.	Many	deep-rooted	
Laie	and	kama’ina	families	being	priced	out	while	the	more	
affluent	are	moving	in.	Illegal	vacations	have	created	severe	
hardships	on	Laie	residents	and	renters.	The	most	recent	home	
sale	included	a	$6.8M	and	a	$2.9M	oceanfront	properties	for	
cash.	

	
7. DPP	is	mistaken	or	misguided	about	the	values	of	Economy	and	

Equity	in	Laie.		For	your	information,	the	ONLY	brick-and-mortar	
business	enterprise	NOT	owned	by	Property	Reserves	or	Hawaii	
Reserves	in	Laie	is	the	very	tiny	1926	Wooden	frame	mom-and-pop	
Hukilau/Sam’s	store.		The	Laie	Shopping	Center,	Cackle	Fresh,	
Polynesian	Cultural	Center,	PCC	Marketplace,	Courtyard	Marriott	
Hotel,	McDonalds,	Laie	Chevron	are	all	owned	or	leased	through	the	
same	entity.	Residents	are	leery	of	a	major	monopoly	controlling	
commercial	activities	in	the	region.	

	
8. Furthermore,	it’s	common	knowledge	that	Hawaii	Reserves,	Inc.	aka	

Property	Reserves,	Inc.	has	been	incrementally	acquiring	beachfront	
properties	in	Laie.	Ko’olau	Loa	residents	are	alarmed	and	do	not	wish	
to	see	Laie	beachfront	properties	turned	into	a	north	shore	Waikiki	in	
the	future.		

	

	
			
	



As	mentioned,	some	of	us	have	served	in	the	Citizens	Advisory	Committee	
or	are	actively	involved	in	the	Ko’olau	Loa	Sustainable	Communities	Plan	
(KSCP).	We	were	witnesses	to	the	intransigent	actions	taken	to	favor	Laie	
by	then	Mayor	Mufi	Hannemann.		
	
We	thank	the	Zoning	and	Planning	Committee	for	its	thoughtful	attention	
to	words	and	content	and	consequences	relating	to	Objective	B,	Policy	8		-	
to	provide	more	clarity	and	consistency	between	the	Oahu	General	Plan	
and	the	Ko’olau	Loa	Sustainable	Communities	Plan.	
	
We’re	open	to	questions	or	clarifications,	if	needed.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
Ko’olau	Waialua	Alliance	
Joe Wilson 
Tēvita Kaʻili 
Raynae Fonoimoana 
Lynell DaMate 
Kari Labrador 
Angela Huntemer 
	
Ben	Shafer		
Dr. Kalamaokaaina Niheu  
Gwen	Kim	
Kealoha	Domingo		
Bobbie	Mattoon		
James	Mattoon	
KC	Connors		
Andrea	Anixt	
Katherine	Heath		
Kamalani	Keli’ikuli		
LeeAnn	Wong	Scovel		
Choon	James		
Jessica		dos	Santos		
Melissa	Ka’onohi-Camit		
	
		


