CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU No. 21-165

HONOLULU, HAWAN

RESOLUTION

ADOPTING THE 2020-2025 CLIMATE ACTION PLAN FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY
OF HONGCLULU.

WHEREAS, in 2016, Honolulu voters approved an amendment to the Revised
Charter of Honolulu establishing the Office of Climate Change, Sustainability and
Resiliency (“CCSR") within the City and County of Honolulu (“City”) to coordinate, plan,
develop, and implement effective policies, plans, and actions to create more sustainable
and resilient communities, including actions to mitigate climate change and its impacts
to the City; and

WHEREAS, the main driver of climate change is anthropogenic greenhouse gas
emissions produced from the use of fossil fuels; and

WHEREAS, the City Climate Change Commission’s Climate Change Brief, which
describes the local, regional, and global impacts of climate change within this century as
documented by peer-reviewed scientific literature and credible empirical data sources,
and which outlines the impacts to Hawaii if action is not taken to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and mitigate future climate change, impacts which include:

e Sea level rise of 3.2 feet;
¢ An increase in temperature of approximately 1.8° to 7.2°F (2° to 4°C);

* An increase in the frequency and intensity of El Nific and La Nifia events
making Oahu more susceptible to extreme weather phenomena; and

+ Disproportionate impact to indigenous populations, increased chronic fiooding
risk to Hawaiian cultural sites, and increased risk to the ongoing cultivation of
taro and other traditional crops; and

WHEREAS, the State Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Commission’s
“Hawaii Sea Level Rise Vuinerability and Adaptation Report” indicated that 3.2 feet of
sea level rise as a result of increased greenhouse gas emissions could occur as early
as mid-century, and is estimated to impact 9,400 acres of land, over 3,800 structures,
and 17.7 miles of major roads on Oahu, resulting in an estimated $12.9 billion dollars in
private property and structure-related losses alone; and

WHEREAS, Act 32, Session Laws of Hawaii ("SLH") 2017, committed the State

of Hawaii to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with the Paris
climate agreement and to achieving 100 percent clean energy by 2045; and
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WHEREAS, Act 15, SLH 2018, established a statewide policy of achieving net-
negative carbon emissions as quickly as practicable, but no later than 2045; and

WHEREAS, in 2018, the Honolulu City Council (“Council”) passed Resolution 18-
221, CD1, FDA1, affirming the Council's commitment to the goals of the 2018 Climate
Action Summit, including delivering inclusive climate action and infrastructure projects
that benefit all citizens and that achieve major environmental, health, social, and
economic benefits, in particular for low-income communities and communities on the
front line of the climate crisis; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 18-221, CD1, FD1 also reaffirmed the Council's
commitment to the state’s goals of accelerating progress toward carbon neutrality and
100 percent renewable energy by 2045, and additionally requested that the City
Administration create a Climate Action Plan in order to achieve these goals for the City;
and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 20-47 established in Chapter 2 of the Revised
Ordinances of Honolulu the City's commitments to a 100 percent renewable-powered
City fleet by 2035 and achieving 100 percent renewable energy and net-negative
carbon emissions no later than 2045, consistent with state law: and

WHEREAS, in 2019, the Council passed Resolution 19-233, which adopted Ola:
Qahu Resilience Strategy as a guiding policy document for the City, which includes 44
actions across four multifaceted and interrelated pillars for the City to take that directly
address our challenges of long-term affordability and the impacts of the climate crisis:
and

WHEREAS, the third pillar of the Oahu Resilience Strategy, “Climate Security —
Tackling Climate Change by Reducing Emissions and Adapting to Impacts,” includes
eight Resilience Actions prioritized by community leaders for the City to uphold its
commitment to the Paris climate agreement and drastically reduce carbon emissions to
slow negative climate impacts and reduce the billions of dollars we export out of our
local economy every year to pay for fossil fuels; and

WHEREAS, the 2020-2025 One Climate One Oahu Climate Action Plan
(“Climate Action Plan”) for the City includes a greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory
developed using the Global Protocol for Community-Scale Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Inventories, which shows that while Oahu’s GHG emissions levels have decreased 17.7
percent since 2005, emissions have been increasing since 2017 and are twice the
global average, indicating strong action is needed to mitigate Oahu’s contribution to the
climate crisis; and
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WHEREAS, the Climate Action Plan is composed of nine climate strategies with
47 climate actions the City can immediately pursue in the next five years to reduce the
island’'s GHG emissions in the ground transportation, electricity, and waste sectors by
45 percent relative to 2015 levels by the year 2025, per the terms of the Paris climate
agreement, on the pathway to achieving net-negative carbon emissions by 2045
consistent with City and state law; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Action Plan includes 24 actions for reducing emissions
in the transportation sector, where ground transportation alone is responsible for almost
one-fifth of all GHG emissions on Oahu; 12 actions for reducing emissions in the
electricity sector, where the generation of electricity to power homes and businesses
contribute 35 percent of Oahu's total GHG emissions; and 11 actions for reducing
emissions in the waste sector, in which Oahu generated over two million tons of waste
annually between 2015 and 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Action Plan includes Guiding Principles for
implementation that include:

1. Centering environmental and economic justice to ensure an equitable and
inclusive approach;

2. Building capacity across City departments to ensure alignment of budgets
and staffing for adequate capacity to see implementation through; and

3. Cultivating an ongoing, adaptable, and transparent process; and

WHEREAS, these 47 actions were developed with direct input from community
members, including input from 672 participants across 11 community meetings held in
each Council district and co-hosted by City Councilmembers, the University of Hawaii at
Manoa and Hawaii Pacific University, and the Chamber of Commerce Hawaii; 614
contributors to a virtual open house; and 760 respondents to an island-wide
representative survey; and

WHEREAS, in December 2020, the City released the draft Climate Action Plan
for public comment and received 180 comments submitted in a survey form and
provided at a virtual public meeting in February 2021 that identified clear community
preferences for Climate Action Plan strategies that increase safe, multi-modal green
transportation; renewable energy capacity for frontline communities; and waste
prevention; and
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WHEREAS, in addition to public engagement, each City department and agency
and a Climate Action Working Group of 28 experts from academia, business, and
government were consulted in the development of the Climate Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, CCSR was awarded Public Agency of the Year for 2020 by the
Hawaii Chapter of the American Planning Association, in part due to demonstrated
excellence in the development of the Climate Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 20-47 requires the City's Climate Action Plan be adopted
upon approval by the Council through a resolution by one reading; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
hereby adopts the 2020-2025 One Climate One Oahu Climate Action Plan for the City
and County of Honolulu, attached hereto as Exhibit A, in order to reduce Qahu’s
greenhouse gas emissions to meet the City’s commitment to the Paris ciimate
agreement on the path to carbon neutrality by 2045; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Mayor, the Managing Director, and the Chief Resilience Officer and Executive Director
of the Office of Climate Change, Sustainability and Resiliency.
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DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

APR 23 2021

Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers




